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PREFACE. 



IT would be needlefs to make 
any Apology for offering the 
following Oifcourfes to the 
World. The Eafinefs of the Style, 
and the Clearnefs of the Method, 
fufficiently fhews thenri to be the 
genuine Works of the Author, 
whole Name is prefixed to them. 
They are upon fome of the moft 
important and interefting Points 
of Chriftianity, with regard both 
to Faith and Pradice. There evi- 
dently appears in them all, a mofl 
warm and pious Zeal, for the great 
Articles of our'holy Religion, and 
a moft affedionate Earneftnefs in 
inculcating the Virtues and Duties 
of the Chriftian Life, and raifing 
A z the 
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the true Spirit of Devotion, Hu- 
mility, and Charity. And yet there 
is nothing in them like any Taint 
of Enthufiafm, or the leaft bor- 
dering upon Extravagance. This 
furely is the beft Chara<aer and 
Recommendation of Compofitions 
of this Natqre: And this, W6 
truft, will intitle thofe, which fol- 
low, to the Favour and Appro- 
bation 6f all candid and ferioua 
Readers. 

In the Sermon on Whft'Sm4a^ 
IS a Text or two of Scripture dif- 
ferently interpreted from the com- 
mon Way, in which the Generality 
of Men of Learning have under^ 
ftood them. The Editor did not 
l^ink himfelf at Liberty to make 
any Alterations in thefe Cafes. He 
leaves them to the Judgment and 
Confideration pf Schojars. If they 
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lliould not be found fatisfa(ftoiy, 
they are at Icaft innocent. They 
are not contrived to maintain ot 
fupport any new Dodlrines or 
Schemes whatever. Nay they are 
applied tathe farther Defence and 
Proof of fome Points of That 
Faitb, which was once (oi: all deli- 
vered to the Saints, at the Begin- 
ning of Chriftianity, and which 
therefore we ought to hold faft, 
pure and undefiicd, to the End of 
the World. '. 

Dr. BuNDY was generally al- 
lowed ;j even by the beft Judges 
who heard himi to be a very pfeaA 
ihg and agreeable, as well as a very 
ufeful and inftrudive Preacher. 
And though none of his Sermons 
were cpmpofed for the Prefs ; yet 
the two Volumes which were pub- 
lifhed foon after his Death, have 
A 3 met 
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met with a moft kind and favour- 
able Reception in the World, and 
are ftill thought to deferve a Place 
among the many judicious and ex- 
cellent Difcourfes which are print- 
ed, and which are an Honour to 
our Church and Nation. r — This, 
as well as the Opinion and Solici- 
tations of many Perfons of Judg- 
ment, eafily prevailed upon the 
Proprietor to publifli likcwife thofe 
contained in this Volume ; which 
he is encouraged to hope will merit 
.the fame Regard, be as agreeable to 
the Author's Friends and Admirers, 
and be read with equal Pleafure 
and Improvement. 
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The Nature and Excellency of the 
Knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified. 

s E R M o N I. 

1 C O R. ii. 2. 
/ determined not to know any thing 
among ^ou^ fave Jefus Chriji^ 
and Him crucified. 

THE Sufferings of the Son of God 
in His human Nature are, with-' 
out controverfy, the moft noble^- 
the moft comfortable, the moft affecting, 
^ the moft ufeful Subjc6t, upon which 
the Mind of Man fcan be employed. Tbo 
moft wMe^ as they are a moft ftupendou$ 
Inftancc of divine Goodnefs, and difplay 
the Wonders of infinite Love 5 as they 
unfold and explain the great and moft 
remdrkaWe Difpepfatiofts of Providence, 
firom the Beginning of Time ; and as they 
open fhofe, Myfteries concerning the Na-» 
ture of God, and the Redemption of Man; 

B 2 which 
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4 SERMON I. 

which were kept fecret from the Founda-- 
ticps of the fForlJy and were never clearly 
made known and underftood, till thofe 
Sufferings had been undergone. The mod 
comfortable^ as they raife us from the 
Gloom and Horrors of Guilt, to the 
Cheatfulnefs and Joy of Innocence and 
Hope. The moft aJeSUng^ as they de- 
monftrate the Mifery of fallen Man, and 
the fatal Effeas of Sin, in the ftrongeft 
and moft awakening Views. And the 
moft ujeful^ in that they are fo produdive 
of good Works, in every Light ; that it is 
impoffible for any faithful Chriftian to re- 
fledl ferioufly and attentively upon them, 
without being the better for fuch Reflec- 
tions* 

And thefe may be fome of the Reafons, 
which rouzed St. Paul's Zeal, and made 
him not only fum up the whole of Chri- 
ftianity in the Knowledge of our Lord's 
Perfon and Paffion ; but, likewife, extol, 
and prefer, it before all the Learning and 
Wifdom of the World: / determined not 
tj^ know any thing among you^ Jave Jefus 
Chri/l^ and Him crucified. That is, this 
yj^^ theSubftance of my preaching, among 
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SERMON I. 5 

you; and theie Dodrines far excel the 
Wifdom of theWife, and all the Subtleties 
and Learning of the Philofopher. Now 
this Declaration of the zealous Apoille na- 
turally leads us^ 

I. To confider, what it is, to know 
yefufCbrifij and Him crucified. And 

II. To {hew the Excellency of that 
Knowledge. 

I. The firft thing is, to confider, what 
it is to know Je/us Chrift^ and Him cruci- 
fed ; which Knowledge contains under it 
thefe Particulars, i. To know the Dignity 
of His Perfon. 2. The Nature of His Suf- 
ferings. And, 3. The Merits and Effica- 
cy of His Sacrifice and Atqneqient. 

I. The firft thing implied in this Know- 
ledge, is the Dignity of His Perfon. It is 
not enough to acknowledge the Excellency 
of His Dodrines, and the Integrity of His 
Life, untefe we likcwife believe Him to be 
the Eternal Son of God. He may have 
been a Prophet fcnt from God, as many 
• others had been before Him, and yet have 

B 3 . : fallen 
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6 S E U M O N L 

fallen very fliort of the Title and CharsH 
&&t here given Him by Qur Apoftlc. Hb 
Name, J^fus^ implies His lsii>g the SaviousL 
of the World, which the. Old Teftamcht 
appropriates to God Himfelf, who has theie 
declared, there is no Saviour befides Me *. 
And His heing Cbrift^ or the MeJJiab^ 
implies His being the Perfon prefigured 
and foretold in the Law $in,d the Proph^s ; 
and His- fully anfwering to the Types Sind 
Defcriptions, which had been given of that 
Mejjiab. But this, alfo, no mere Man coi^ld 
do \ the Pomp and Solemnity of the niapy 
Millions of Sacrifices and Types, which 
God Himfelf had appointed, to prepare 
the Way for His Appearance in the World, 
fcem too great an Honour for any Creature : 
And, farther, it was exprcfly foretold, that 
His l^ame JhouU he Wonderful^ Counfillory 
the Mighty God^ the Everlajling Father^ the 
'Bfince of Peace. 

His being Jefus^ or a Saviour^ implies 
His having appealed the Wrath of God, fa- 
tisfied his Divine Juftice, repaired the Decays 
of human Nature, reconciled rebellious. 
Men to their offended God^ and purchafed . 

f Hof. xiil 4. (fee Ifa. xliiL 3^ 1 1. xlv» 21. Luke i. 47.) 

eternal 



Digitized 



by Google 



g E R M N t ^ 

eiertml Salvatioti for them. Wl^^t Mortal^ 
♦hcsD, or what Cfeatujre^ hov<r much exaltr 
ed ibcver in Dignity, CQukl be fiifiiaeQt 
for thefe things ? Has not tveiy Creature 
its own Debt of Obedience to pay, beyond 
which it camiot ^ ? Can the ;noft eiaft 
<%edience for the fiif are, make Satisiai^fi 
for one pall Tranfgrefiion ?. Or could the 
De&th of a Man discharge more than his 
own Debt to fheLa\y ? What^ then, could 
be fnfiict^it to expiate the Guilt of Mil«- 
lions, re-ihftate them in the Favour of God^ 
and fatisfyHis Juftke ? NotKng left, as fat 
as we can judge from the Scriptures, than the 
JiiimiHation and Sufierings of the EterAdl 
Logos ^ wbo made all things, and by. wboUt aU 
things cmfifl. And to know J ejus Chrifi^ 
then, as the &viour of the World, is to 
know, that He isms mtb Godf and was Godi 
left the Bofom of His Fatli^r, and took up*- 
on Him the Form of a Servant/in order to 
fulfil the Law of God for us^ to confirm 
the Promifesof His Father, and to . juftify 
us in His Sight, by bearing our Iniquides^ : 
Whether infinite Wifdom could not have 
Ibund out fome other Method of Atone*- 
nienty which to us would not jfeem fo 
B 4 ftrangCj 
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ftrangc ; and whether infinite Mercy could 
fidt have forgiven us, without any j it may 
feem highly daring and prefumptuous to 
determine. But, nevcrthelcfs, lb fair as we 
can reafbn from what is delivered to us in 
holy Writ, the Faft itfelf ftrongly implies 
the Wifdom and Propriety, if not the 
NecefGty, x>f this Method. That in . our 
Blcffed Redeemer ikvelt all the Fulnefs 
of the Godhead bodily^ the Apoftle aflertsj 
that God the Father required of Him what 
He did and fuffered for us, is evident from 
hence; that He fent Him into the World 
for thatPurpofc; and it is plain alfo from the 
Nature of the thing. If God did not require 
it, His Humiliation was fo far vain, that it 
might have been omitted j and if God did re-, 
quire it. His Command fcems unanfwerably 
to imply, that the Eiid, which was Man's 
Redemption, could not have been, confift* 
cntly with His own Attributes, and the Ho- 
nour of His Laws, fo well anfwered with- 
out it. Bccaufe, according to ^U the No-r 
tions we can form of JuAice^ as it is un? 
|aft in the Perfon offended^ to demand more 
than is his due, by way of Satisiadion } 
4^ is it in the Perfon offending^ tp pay le^, 
^§; then, God di4 demand the incarnai| 
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S E R M O N I: g 

tion and Sufferings of His Eternal Son> we 
may conclude, that that! Atonement was ne- 
cel&ry, or, at leaft, moft proper j and wc 
can think of no other Method, which could 
ib furely take away the Sins of the World. 

2. The Nature of His Sufferings is the 
fecond Thing to be confidered, in or,dcr to 
incw Him: which Sufferings I ne^d not 
recapitulate to you; nor can I, without 
falling infinitely fhort of that noble Plain- 
nefs and Simplicity, with which they are 
related by the Evangelifls. The public 
Devotions of the Week have already led 
you through all the lafl Part of them; 
which are more eminently flyled His 
Paffim J and you have more than once at- 
tended the Bleffed J ejus from His laft Paf- 
fchal Supper, to His Refignation of Hi$ Spi- 
rit to His Father, on the accurfed Tree. 
And, therefore, all I fhall obfervc on this 
Head, will only be, todefireyou torftcoU. 
Icdl the Ignominy and Shame* of His Suffer^ 
ings } the Treaphcry and Cowardice of Hi» 
Difciples ; and His ineiiable ConBi<a, both* 
in the Garden, and on the Orofe, when 
borhe down with the infupportable Weight 
fif thei Sins of Mankind. . 
: . ■ Shame ' 
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Shame and Reproach afFe£t great ami ge^ 
nerous Minds in the ftrongeft Mannw. To 
be expofed to the Infialts and RevHings of a 
Multitude ; to be fet up as a Gazing-iiock 
for an incenfed Rabble, to be laughed at by 
theVain and Fooliih,and infuked by the CRoft 
cruel and inhuman Enemies^ have ever beeii 
deen)ed» by Men 6f the greatcft Spirits, 
a much more intolerable Punifhment than 
the Lofs of Life. This viras too much for 
the boafted Bravery and Conftancy of a Cato^ 
OV2L Brutus y to bear, even for their Country^ 
It was a Maxim among thefe pretended He- 
roes, rather to murder themfelves, than 
be thus expofed. Which feems to imply thot 
mighty Pain and AnguiQi of fuch Suffer- 
ings; though it is very little to the Credit of 
their pretended Patriotifm or Courage. But 
nothing of this kind was too much for the 
Son of God to undergo, for the Sake of 
the vileft and moft wicked Part of Man^ 
kind. He was reproached, buffeted, fpic 
upon, and openly fcourged ; infulted with 
the mock Majefly of a King, and crowned 
with Thorns ; led through an infolent: 
Crowd of Enemies to the common Place 
of Execution; where He expired like a 

Slave 
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Stave on a Cro^, amidft the Revilings of Hts 
foppofed Fellow Criminal, and the Taunt- 
iflgsof thofe that pafs'd by. And yet, in all 
tbeji Scenes of reviling^ He reviled not again ; 
He was led as a Lamb to the Slaughter^ and 
opened not His Mouthy but to implore Pardon 
and Mercy for thofe that reviled Him, and 
even for His Murd«-ers themfelves. Won- 
derful Conftanc^-, and mighty Love ! fuch as 
no Man ever had for his Friend or his Coun- 
try ; and fuch as muft awaken every tender^ 
pious, and gratefiil Sentiment in our Minds, 
if we confider, that we are the Perfons for 
whom He thus fuffered. 

Again ; it was no fmall Aggravation of 
our Blefled Lord's Sufferings, that they 
were introduced by Treachery, and accom- 
panied with Ingratitude, on the Part of His 
Difciples. It was the Man whom He had 
highly favoured, who had not only fcen His 
Miracles, and heard His divine Difcourfes, 
but was alfo honoured above his Fellow- 
Difciples in being appointed to bear the 
Purfe for them ; it was he, who delivered 
up his Mafler to His Enemies. And that 
nothing might be wanting to complete the 
Treachery, he flill af&med the Appearance 
1 of 
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12 S.E R M ON I. 

of Afie£tion and Friendfhip, and betrays 
Him by a known Mark an4 Token of it ; 
Which drew from the meek and humble 
Jefus^ that gentle, but that moil piercing 
Rebuke, Judas^ betray eft thou the Son of Man 
with a Kifi ? It was the fanguine Peter 
who denied Him with Oaths and Impre- 
cations in His own Prefence ; it was His be-^ 
loved Difciple Jobny who had lain in His 
Bofom, but a few Hours before, that no 
fooner faw Him feized, but with the reft 
forfookHim and fled. And thefe, in the £fti« 
matbn of the Pfalmift, muft have been bit-< 
ter Ingredients in His Cup of Affliction, 
that it was not His open Enemies only that 
did Him DiflSHmour^ but He wjis ungrate- 
fully rejected and difowned by His Compa-- 
nions, His Difciples, and thofe whom He 
honoured with the Treatment and Appella- 
tion of His own familiar Friends. fl>, wbo 
did eat of His Bread ^ laid great wait for 
Him s they, who had taken fweet Counjel 
with Himy and with whom He had walked 
in the HoufeofGod as Friends^ fhamcfuUy. 
deferted and denied Him. 

Neverthelefs it muft be owned, that In- 
gratitude, though very grievous to a Mind 

in 
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S E R M O N t. 13 

m Diftrefs, is no uncommon Vice. But the 
laft Circumftance I would defire you to re- 
coUeft is, what no Man ever fuffered but 
Himfelf, the agonizbg Conflid of His Soul 
with God, both in the Garden, and on 
the Crofs. This was peculiar to the meek 
and patient yefus ; and in this Inftance it is 
cafy to conceive, that never was atiy Sorrow 
like unto His Sorrow. Serious Refledtions on 
the Ingratitude, Bafenefs, and other enor- 
mous Aggravations of our ovm Sins only, 
were enough (if the Comforts of Religion 
did not intervene) to fink any of us into the 
inexpreffible Horrors and Miferies of De- 
Ipair; and y tithe Lord then laidonHim the 
Iniquities of us all. What Idea then can 
we form of the Prefliire that muft lie upon 
Him, when ftruggling with a juft Senfe of 
the Weight of the Sins of the whole 
World, arid His Father's Anger and im- 
pending Vengeance ? TheEvangelifts them- 
felves attempt not to defcribe it ; but leave 
us to judge of it by fuch Circumftances, as 
(hew it to have been inexpreflible. Whaf 
Words can reprefent thofe Tortures of 
Mind, which were great enough, in a 

manner. 
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manner, to diffolveHis Body, and drivic Otit 
His Blood thro* His Pores, ki great Qaa®-' 
titles? Who caij dcfcribe that AnguJfh 
and Sorrow of Heart, which could reducd 
Hirn fo low, as to need the Alllftance o£ 
an Angel, to qomfort Him? How afto- 
niflbing muft have been the Horrors, I had 
almoft faid, the Defpondency of His Soul,, 
which could extort from Him that great and 
exceeding bitter Cry, My God^ my God^ 
why haft Tbouforfaken me f So great were 
the Sufferings, fo wonderful the Love of 
the Son of God, for us miferable Sinners. 
From which we pafs on, 

3 . Thirdly, To the Merits and Efficacy of 
His Atoncment.This is a ncceflaryPart of the 
Knowledge of Jefus Chriji^ and Him cru^ 
cified'. Without this, we are ftill as fa^ from 
Reft and P?ace as ever 5 fince, in that Cafe, 
His Sufferings are no greater Matter of Com-r 
fort to us, than thofe of His Apoftles or Mar- 
tyrs ; as to us, they were undergone in vain. 
And therefore the facred Writings are mo{i 
cxprefs and clear in aflerting the perfedl Inno- 
cence ^dexaft Obedience of our Great Me- 
diator, the ineftimable Merit of the Price 
\ifhich He paid for us, and the Powers which 

have 
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have been given Him fmce His Exaltation : 
They teach us, that he was pure and witbaut 
Shy and did a/ways tboje Tbings tbatpkafed 
the Father ; that His Sacrifice was fufficient 
to take, aiwyt tbe Sins of tbe whole Worlds and 
therefore God laid on Him tbe Iniquities ofu$ 
fill I and that He has now received Power ^ 
tbe Father over all Fle(h, is able tofave tbem t9 
tbeuttermofi tbat come unto God by Him ^ and 
IS become tbe Author of eternal Salvation tp 
fill tbem tbat obey Him. In point of Reafon^ 
nothing more fecms neceflary to complete a 
vicarious Sacrifice, wherein one Pcrfon k 
fubftitutcd to fuifer in the room of another, 
than the Acceptance of the Perfon ofiended, 
the Con&nt of the Perfon fufi^ering, and the 
Sufficiency of the Punifhment to Satisfy the 
Juftice and vindicate the Honour of the 
JUawgiver> whofc Authority bad been af- 
fronted, and hid Laws broken. And all 
thefe Particulars were plainly united in the 
Great Author of our Redemption, The Ac^ 
ceptance of God the Father, who was the 
Perfon offended, cannot be doubted, fincC 
we know, that lUfent His only begotten Son 
into the World to be the Propitiation f» 
fnpr Sins^-^ that we might live through Him. 

The 
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The Confcnt of our fufFering Lord h 
moft evident, fince no Man could take 
His Life from Him, iut He laid it down of 
Him/elf. And in what other Manner could 
the Almighty difplay His Abhorrence of 
Sin, and vindicate the Honour of His Laws, 
fo fully, fo furprizingly, fo terribly ; as in 
the Agonies and Death of His beloved Son, 
who was the exprefi Image of His own Per-; 
fon ? Which being confidered, it will necef- 
iarily follow, that His moft gracious Pur- 
pofe, in coming among us, has been fully 
anfwercd j and that He has perfcdtly recon^ 
died us to God by His Crofs. And this like- 
wife fufRciently flaews the juft grounds 
our Apoftle St. Paul had to cry out in 
tranfport, upon the contemplation of this, 
O the Depth of the Riches of the Goodnefs of 
God! and to declare with his ufual Zeal 
and Fervency to his Corinthians^ That he- 
determined to know nothing among them^ 
fave Jefus Cbrift^ and Him crucified. Which 
leads me to the 

IL Second general Head propofed, which 
was to (hew the Excellency of this Know-, 
li^ge. And.here it were very eafy to expa- 
tiate 
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tiate largely^ and in drawing a Parallel be- 
tvreeri the feveral Parts of divine and hu-^ 
man Knov^ledge \ to (hew, by an Indue-* 
tion of many Particulars, the Uncertainty, 
Delbds, afndPrccarioufnefsoftheone, and 
the Certainty, Sufficiency^ and Infallibility 
of the othef* But fuch a long and labour- 
ed Kifertattion would ill become this Place 
and Time, which will only allow me to 
obferve, that we may be fufficiently fatisfied 
of the Wifdom of knowing Cbrift cruet- 
fiedy if we only confider the Extent, the 
Importance, and the Ufefulncfs of that 
Knowledge. 

Much has been faid to extol and magni- 
fy thofe Parts of human Learning, which 
ate faid to open and enlarge the Mind, and 
to givie it the moft copious and comprc- 
henfive Views > and this, no doubt, mufl 
be allowed to be juft matter of Commenda- 
tion, wherever the Subjedl deferves it. But, 
alas ! how narrow and contradcd are all 
our Arts and Sciences, when compared 
with the boundlefs Scenes that are opened 
to us, in the Dodrines that relate to the 
Oeconomy of Man's Redemption ! Thefe 
lead us to a more profound Knowledge of 

C the 



Digitized 



by Google 



iS S E H M O N I. 

the Wifdom, Powcrj and Goodneis of 
Gods give us better and fuller Senti-> 
ments of the Nature and State of our own 
Souls ; and comprehend all the various 
Difpenfations of Providence, from the 
Foundation of the Worlds They, indeed, 
inform us of many wonderful things ; but 
thefe are Wonders of Love s fuch as muft 
warm knd captivate the Heart, as well as 
enlarge the Underftanding. They open to 
us the Secrets of Heaven ; lead us back to 
the Decrees of God, before the Heavens 
and the Earth were made ; and carry us 
forwards to the Employment of future 
numberlefs Ages, when Time (hall be no 
more. They teach us fome Myfteries of 
the Divine Nature ; folve fome of thofe 
Difficulties which are moft inexplicable in 
Nature and Reafon, fuch as the Origin of 
Evil J and give us the plaineft Accounts of 
what we are, whence we came, and whi- 
ther we are going. And how poor, then, 
and contemptible, how low and dark, are all 
our ScienceSjWhen compared with this Light 
which ftiines down to us from Heaven ! 
How little better than Folly and Vanity 
itfclf, are our boafted Attainments, when 

weighed 
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weighed in the Balance with the true 
Knowledge of Jefus Cbriji^ and Him cru^ 
cified ! 

Again ; another Particular, which (hould 
recommend this Knowledge to us, is the 
Importance of it. It is not vouchfafed us 
barely for our Amuiement, or Diveriidn, 
during our fhort Continuance upon Earth} 
but is defigned for the inexhauftibkSubjefi: 
of our Praifes arid Thankfgivings, to all 
Eternity. Befides^ it has been Matter of 
Complaint to fome, who have gone ferthefl: 
in the Search and Attainment of human 
Learning ; that after all their Reach and 
Penetration, their chief Difcovery has 
been that of their own Igndrtoce 1 and the 
chief Effe<a, a perpetual Reftleflhcls of De- 
fire^ and impatient Third after more. 
Whereas the Truths conveyed to us by Re-* 
velation are not fiiblime only, but fatisfa-^ 
€lory. The Mind has here a firm Bafis 
to rely upon ; it can with Confidence ac- 
quiefcc in the Dcclaratidns of unerring 
Wifdonri; and it will find enough in thefc 
Fountains of Knowledge, to fatisfy and 
content it. Whatever is neceffary to our 
Peace and Satisfadion, is here, and here 
C 2 only, 
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only, to be found : And furcly, it can be no 
fmall Recommendation of thefc divine. 
Truths to thofe who would learn Wifdom^ 
that our Happinefs and Mifery do great- 
ly depend on our Application to theau 
Whether we will hear, . or whether we 
will forbear j this is certain, that there is. 
no other Name^ no other Knowledge, under 
Heaven, wherefy 'WB may iejizvedy hut only 
that of the Lord Jefus Cbrifi : And what 
more can be faid to (hew the Wildom of 
St. Paufs Preference in the Text, after 
this A£&irance, from our Saviour Himfelf^ 
^tbat to know the Father, andJefusCbriJl^ 
'whom He hasfent, is Lije eternal f 

Laftly , The Excellence of this Knowledge 
may AiU farther appear, as from the Ex-- 
tent and Importance, io likewife from the 
Ufefulnefs of it. It was not given us to in« 
creafe our Va^iity, or nurture Pride, but to 
make us wifer and better Men. And thefe 
EfFeds it cannot fail of producing in thofe, 
who fincerely believe and attentively confi- 
der it. Every Chriftian Dodrine, when 
duly weighed, naturally tends to produce 
or cultivate fome Chriftian Grace ; in fo 
much that it feems impoflible for the^ 

Mind 
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Mind to dwell long oil any Part of the 
Chriftian Scheme, without being improved 
and reformed by it. To look back and 
tneditate on what God has decreed and done 
for fallen Man, muft awaken every pious 
and grateful Sentiment in the Soul, and 
melt down the mod ftubborn and obdurate 
. Heart into Ads of Adbration and Love, 
To take a View of the Life of the Bleffed 
JefuSf and mark the Virtues that (hine forth 
in it. His Mccknefsand Cordefcenfion, His 
Forbearatice and Long-fuffering, and His 
Immcnfe Goodnefs and boundlefs Love for 
His Creatures, who gave Him the word 
Treatment, muft conftrain all fincere 
Believers, to fefolve to be, for His fake, 
more mild and gentle, more humane 
and beneficent, to all their fellow Servants 
ibr the future. And wrho can attend Him 
through His laft moll doleful Scefte, and 
•view His Sorrows and Sufferings, without 
an Humility of Soul not to be defcribed ; 
without a real Abhorrence of themfelves 
for paft OiFcncesj and without the moft 
paflionate Rcfolves not to crucify Him 
afrefli,^ by repeating their Tranfgreflions ? 
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So excellent is the Knowledge of ^efui 
Cbrift^ and Him crucified ; fo noble and 
fubUme its Subjed; fo important its Truths; 
and fo produdive of Virtue and Piety in 
us, in all its Branches. From all which I 
would at prefent draw only one Inference, 
and that is, 

The NeceJJity of Believing. Nothing, 
indeed, can fuperfede the Obligation of the 
mprall^aw, which is allowed to be of eter- 
nal Duration ; that is, which will always 
oblige, as long as we continue in the fame 
]R.elations to God, and to one another. 
And therefore it is allowed, that too much 
panppt well be faid pf the Excellency and 
Ufe of the Precepts of what is called Na- 
tural Religion ; nor can the Neceffity of 
their Obfprvance be tqo often and too warmr 
ly inculcated, if confidered only in thcm- 
felves, and not as exclufive of other Duties. 
Chriftianity has eftabliflied them on the 
lirmeft Bafis; and our modern Advocates 
for the Moral Syftem, in Oppofition to, or 
Derogation from, the Divine, .muft (if they 
yfWa z& confiftently w;ith their Pretences) 
retain a grtzt Feneration znd E/ieem at leaft 
^pr the Gofpel, which has given us the on- 
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ly perfed Scheme of moral Laws, and 
bound them upon us by Sanations of infi- 
nitely greater Force, than the Reafon or Au- 
thority of Man could devifc. But, nevcr- 
thelefs, the Preachers of the Gofpel may^ 
and ougbt^ with great Boldnefs to infift, 
that in Religion there arc other Duties, 
which are, at leaft, of equal Neceflity and 
Obligation with the moral ; and fuch is the 
Belief in a crucified Saviour. This is as much 
a Duty, that is, is as much a Command 
of Almighty God, as any Precept in the 
Decal(^e; and, I might add, is as necef- 
iary for a well-grounded Peace and Quiet 
of Mind, as Morality is for the good Order 
and Government of the World. As witb^ 
wt Holinefs no Manjhallfee^ (o without Faith 
it is impoffibk to pleafcj the Lord. The 
Promifes of Forgivenefs here, and eternal 
Life hereafter, are Matters of divine Revela- 
tion only ; and by that Revelation confined 
to thofe alone, who believe the Truths, as 
well as obey the Precepts, of it. Nothing 
can be more clear than the Words of the 
Baptift : He that believeth not the Son, 
fiall not fee Life, but the Wrath oj God 
abidetb on him. To magnify, then, the 
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Puties of Morality to fo high a Degree, as 
to fuperfede, or invalidate, the Neccffity 
of a divine Faith, i$ to undermine the 
ftrongeft Foundation on which it c^t\ be 
placed J as, on the other hand, to carry tlje 
Efficacy of a barren Faith fp fer, ^8 |p de* 
rogate from our Obligation to gopd Worlcs, 
i^ to make the holy Scriptures contradift 
themfelves, and to flacken our Purfuit af- 
ter that Holinefs which they moil ftrongly 
enforce. The Son of God, on Whom W9 
depend for our Title to pur Inheritance, 
has declared both neceflary j ^jjd, for ought 
appears to the contrary, equajfy fo, with 
regard to fuch as may come to the Knowr 
lege of the Truth ; fince He has afliired us, 
that the Unbeliever and the wi(ie4 Steward 
fhall have their Portion together, where 
there Jhall be weepings and gnajhing of 
^eeth. Let us, then, boldfafi the Frofef- 
Jim of our Faith ^ without wavering ; and let 
us Aedfaftly adhere to the falutary Doctrine, 
of a crucified Saviour, in Whom alone we 
can hope forSandification and Redemption ; 
as well knowing, that other true Foundation 
for Peace and Happinefs can no Man lay^ 
than what is laid^ which is Jefui Chrifi. 
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The Evidence, Advantages, and 
Influences of our Lord's Refur- 
reftion. 

SERMON II. 

I C O R. XV. 17. 

If Chrtfl he not ratfed^ your Faith 
is vain. 

OF all the Proofs we have of the di- 
vine Authority of our moft holy Re- 
ligion, the plaineil and mod obvious to 
every Underftanding is that of Miracles j and 
of all thefe the moft remarkable and moft 
neceffary was that of our Blefled Lord's Re- 
furredtion from the Dead. This He Himfelf 
often foretold; and therefore He could not 
have appeared to be a true Prophet, if His 
Predidlions had not proved true. To this 
the Apoftles appeal as the Foundation 
of all their Dodlrines, and affirm, that He 
was declared^ or proved to be the Son of 
Qod with Power ^ I by this fingleFafliof 
• Rom. i. 4. 

4 tte 



Digitized 



by Google 



28 S E R M O N II. 

the Re/urreSiion from the Dead. He claimed 
the Appellation of the Son of God as His 
Due, on account of His Divine Binh and 
Miffion, and was put to death for that Pre- 
tence ; and God's raifing Him from the 
Grave after He had been three Days in it, 
was therefore undeniably proving to the 
World that He was that Son of God ; and if 
the Son of God, then an infallible Teacher j 
and if an infeUible Teacher, then muft His 
Dodlrines be the Doftrincs of God, and His, .' 
Words the Words of eternal Life. Thus does 
the Evidence of this important Article ex- 
tend its Force to all others ; and therefore 
. St. Paul in the Text makes all the Hopes 
and ExpaSlations of the Church oiCbriJi 
abfolutely to depend upon it. After having 
given an Account (in the Beginning of this 
Chapter) of thofe infallible Signs and Proofs, 
whereby it was evident to a Demonftration, 
that our Lord was rifen ; he then (hews the 
Folly erf rejcdting this Dodrine, by confi- 
dcringthe fatal Confequcnces, that muft in- 
evitably follow upon the Difbelief of it. 
Without it, he intimates, that we have no 
room to hope for Peace or Comfort, either in 
this Life, or a better : The glorious Promifes 

and 
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and mighty Privileges, which are annexed 
to the Chriftian Faith^moft all vanifli into 
Dclufion, if this be not true ; £ot it will ne- 
ceflarily fidUow, that if Qfrifi be mt rifen, 
ye are yet in your Sins. If He could not raife 
up Himielf from the Grave, neither can He 
raife you up from Sin and Corropdon ; and 
if not exalt you above the Power of Kn, much 
le& can He raife your Bodies to Life again 
fome Ages hence^ and if not raife your Bo- 
dies, ftill leis exalt your Souls to the mighty 
Privileges He has promifed His SefVahts in 
the Kingdom of His Father. So that if 
Cbriji be not rifen, there can be no Refur- 
re<ftion of the Dead: You muft remain for 
ever in your Graves, the Objedts of God's 
Wrath; and confcquently,^«r jRjf//i6 w^ 
be vain. In fpeaking to thefe Words, there- 
fore, I (hall 

I. Take a (hort View of the Evidence 
we have of our Lord's Refurreftion. 

II. Mention fome of the prcfent Advan- 
tages of it. And 

III. Confider the Influences thefe things 
ought to have on our Lives and Con- 
vcrfations. 

I LFirft 



Digitized 



by Google 



30 S E R M O N n. 

I. Firft then we arc to confider the Evh 
dencewehave to believe this prime Dodtrine 
of Chriftianttyi that our Lord/ according ta 
the Declarations of His Apoftles, was raifed 
from Death to Life, after His dead Body had 
lain for fome time in the Grave. And here it 
mud be premifed, that this being a Matter 
of Fadl, can admit of no other Proof, than 
what diftant Fa£ts are capable of, that of 
Teftimony j and if the fame Proofs are al- 
lowed to be good in this Cafe, which we 
readily acquiefce in, when urged in De- 
fence of other things of the like Nature; 
the Evidence we havermuft appear fuffi- 
cient to convince the moft fcrupulous En- 
quirer, who is not refolutely bent not to he 
convinced by the moft proper Arguments: 
For the Witneffes of it were plain and illite- 
rate Men, not to be charged with Cunning 
and Defign, and yet very capable of undcr- 
flanding the Truth of the Faft in queftion. 
They were very uniform and confiftent in 
all their Accounts of it j They were fo far 
from having any temporal Views, that they 
gave up all that is efteemed good and valu- 
able by the World, rather than deny it; 
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and at the &me time taught fuch Doftrines, 
as implied their being fubjed: to eternal Mi« 
fery hereafter, if they vilified in it. They 
were very far from being credulous in this 
cafe: They refufed to believe, till they 
could no longer refifl the mighty Force of 
the Evidences they received for it; but 
when once convinced, they were immove- 
able in preaching this flrange Dodrine to 
the World ; and gave the laft Proof of their 
Sincerity in it^ that Man can give, iealed 
the Troth of what they faid with their 
Blood. The Apoftles were, even after die 
Death of their Lord and Mafter, ignorant 
of the Scriptures, that He fhould rife again 
from the Dead;, tho' He had foretold His 
Refurredion to them, they underflood not 
the Meaning of His Predidions ; but were 
amazed at the relation of fo flrange an E- 
vent, for a time doubted of the Troth of 
it, and refufed to give their AfTent to it, till 
they were demonflrably convinced of it by 
their own Senfes ; for the Words of die 
Women, that reported it, feemed to tbem 
as idle laleSy and they believed tbem not. 
And in compliance therefore with thefc 
Doubts and Scruples, that they might firfl 
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be convinced themielves, and thereby be en- 
abled to convince others^ our Lord ft^^ 
qoently preiented Himfelf to them after His 
Rcfurredtion, converfed many Days with 
theno^ and wrought feveral Mirack^ before 
them. By thefe Means, every Pretence for 
their Infidelity was anfwered, every Sha- 
dow of an Objeftion removed j that their 
Faith in Him might t)e undeniably efta- 
Uiftied, and that through the Prevalence 
of fuch irrefiftible Conviction, thefe His cho- 
fen Meflengers might thereafter become bold 
arid refolute in vindicating the Truth of His 
Refurreftion, whom they had known to be 
truly dead, and whom after His Death they 
had feen alive. That they might be certi- 
fied He was really dead. He lay three Days- 
in the Bofom of the Earth j That t-hey 
might not doubt of His being alive again. 
He converfed with them forty. That they 
might be affured He had affumed a real Body, 
He breaks Bread, and eats before them; and 
that they might be fatisfied this real Body 
was- the feme that had expired on the Crofs, 
He complies with the Demands of His unbe- 
lieving Difciple, and bids him Mold in His 
Hands the Print of the Nails, and put his 
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Finger into the Print of the Nails, and tbruji 
bis Hand into His Side. Thus were tfiey 
themfelves convinced, who are now His 
Witheffes unto os, and whofc TcftiniCMiy 
cannot juftly be weakened, either with tb: 
Charge of too much Eaie and Credulity, or 
with the want of a Capacity to difcern the 
Truth. Not with Credulity, becaufe they 
themfelves, till they could doubt no longer, 
werefaithlefsj not with want of Capacity, 
beeauie it is thofe things only, which they 
bavefeen and beard^ which they in this cafe 
declare unto us. Every Man is in fome mea* 
fure a Judge of what he fees; but ncver- 
thelefs, becaufe the frequent Repetition of 
the fame thing, the frequent Appearance of 
the fame Objeft, is fometimes neceflary to 
confirm the Certainty of it ; our Lord there* 
fore appeared unto His Difciples, not once, 
only^ but often. And becaufe the Number of 
the Beholders muft add Strength to our Opi* 
nion, and confirm us beyond all Doubt in 
the Truth of it, by taking away all Proba- 
bility of a Deceit ; our Lord therefore dif- 
covers Himfelf not to a few only, bat to Five, 
hundred Brethren at once. And unlefe there- - 
fore we will run into thofe grofs Abfiirdities* 
D of 
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df denyirig the Senfes to be the proper Jadges 
of things fenfible, and of not allowing the Eye 
to be capable of difcerning, or the Hand of 
feeling the Reality of anObjedt, frequently 
and openly both feen and felt ; unlefs we 
can imagine this Deception, or Inability of 
Perception in the Senfes, to be likewife ve- 
ry general, and that not one, or a few Per- 
fons only, but Numbers of Men were all 
at once, and often, thus miferably infatuat- 
ed and deceived j we muft neceflarily grant, 
that this mighty Work of our Lord's Refur- 
re£tion has all the human Evidence that a 
diftant Matter of Fad can poffibly have ; 
and muft allow, that as by Man came Death ^ 
fo by the Son of Man came the Refurredlion 
of the Dead. 

And to this Teftimony of the Apoftles 
and other Eye-witneffes of our Lord's glo- 
• rified Body, we may likewife add, that the 
Abfurdity of the Pretence made ufe of to 
evade this Evidence, and the further Tefti- 
mony of the holy Angels, which were fent 
down to attend at the Sepulchre, make 
the Truth of this great Event yet more un- 
conteftable. It generally argues a very bad 
Caufe, when Men are driven to Abfurdities 

and 
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and Contradidions to defend it ; and.fuchj 
furely, was the Pretence put in the Mouths 
of the Soldiers, fet by the jealous Jews to 
guard the Sepulchre j That the Difciples had 
ftolen away our Lord's Body w hile they flept. 
A Pretence, which was plainly the Refuge of 
Self-convidion and Stubbornnefs ; they ob-J^ 
llinately chofe rather to content themfelves 
with the moft ftupid and fenfelefs Evafion 
that could have been invented, than ac- 
knowledge the Truth of what they knew. 
For Jame of the fVutchcameinth the City^ and 
peeved unto the High Frieji^ all the Tbingt 
that were done. If His Difciples did in reality 
attempt to fteal Him; why had not they 
prevented them? If they we^eafleep when 
the Attempt was made, how knew they that 
this was attempted ? Thus miferably were 
they forced to evade what they could not 
deny, when (won over by Authority and 
Intereft) they pretended to ftifle that Confii- 
lion and Amazement which they were 
fcarce able to furvive, when they felt thd 
trembling Earth acknowledge her rifing 
Lord^ and beheld the Countenance of. His 
heavenly Hpralds to be like Lightnings 
and their Raiment white as Snow^ when they 
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came down with Terror to bear their Te- 
ftimony to His rifing, and to proclaim His 
Vi<3:ory over the Grave. That the Body 
was gone out of the Sepulchre at the Time 
foretold, notwithflanding all their Care to 
keep it^ the greateft Enemies allowed ; 
how it went, the Angels tefti6ed ; and 
both thefe are corroborating Circumftances^ 
which ftrpngly confirm the Evidence of 
thofe who fo often faw Him. 

But further ; if ndther the Soldiers had 
confirmed the Truth of His Refurrefition^ 
by their abfurd Way of denying it, nor the 
heavenly Minifters by their Prefence added, 
to the Glory of it ; if we had only the De- 
claration of the Apoftles themfelves in Via^ 
dication of it i yet have we fuch a further 
Confirmation of their Integrity^ as wis an 
infallible Demonflration to themfelves, and 
confequently is to us, that they could not 
poffibly be deceived in what they affirmed 
of it We may very well allow, that the 
Word of God was in every Sentence, when 
the Arm of Omnipotence (hewed itfelf in 
every A<aion. When miraculous Powers 
(hew forth themfelves in Men, the Author 
of thofe Gifts cannot furely be unknown; 
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nor can we with lefs Folly than Blafphemy 
fiippofe, that the God of Truth can give 
His Sanftion to a Lie. When, therefore, 
the Devils were caft out, and the Lame 
were made to walk, in the Name of J ejus ^ 
and through the Power of His Rcfurrcdlion j 
as we cannot, with the giddy Multitude, 
from thence infer, that the Gods were come 
down from Heaven, in the Shape of Men i 
fo neither can we, with the leaft AppeaAnce 
of Reafon, reject or fcruple, a Fadl thus 
miraculoufly attefted. When thofe illite- 
rate Difciples found fo wonderful a Change 
in themfelves, that they in an inftant be- 
came Mafters of the Learning of the World, 
and their Folly was turned into Wifdom 5 
they could not poflibly be ignorant from 
whence they had thofe Languages, to which 
they were utter Strangers the Moment be- 
fore they fpake them 3 nor could they be at 
any Lofs to know, whether they underftood 
what they faid : And when we find them, 
in the Profecution of their Miniftry, daily 
working Miracles in confirmation of theDo* 
drines they advance, and laying down this 
Article of theit Matter's RefurreiSion as the 
Bafis of the whole j each Doubt then be- 
P 3 comes 
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cjomes unmanly and unreafonable, becaufe 
?very Miracle fpeaks its Author, and every 
fupcrnatural Gift does clearly demonftrate, 
tjiat the Spirit of the Moft High God dwelt 
i;ithem. So that, upon the whole, we have 
pot only as great, but much greater Evi- 
dence for the Support of this Article, thaii 
any Man thinks neceflary, or requires, ii> 
Proof of any other Fa<3:, though of the 
jgreateft Confequence in his temporal Con- 
ceriis} and it is, indeed, if all things were 
impartially weighed, not lefs, but abundant- . 
ly more abfurd and irrational, for any Man 
to queftion, whether Qur Lord is rifen, than 
it were to doubt, whether Julius Cafar ever 
reigned in I^ome, pr William the Copgueror 
in England j becaufe the original Witnefles 
in the former Cafe could not poffibly be de- 
ceived themfclves jf and it is morally impof- 
fible, that they (hould deceiye us ; becaufe 
the written Evidence from Records, and 
public Monuments, is at leaft as ftrong in one 
Cafe, as in the other ; apd becaufe to thefe 
we havelikewife added the greaterTeftimo- 
ny of that God, who /pake in Times paft unto, 
fhe Fathers by the Prophets j and has not only, 
fpoken unto us byHis Son, hut ba^ aljp declar^4 
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Him to be the Son of God^ by the Powers 
with which He has teftified HisRefurreSlion 
Jrom the Dead. The prefcnt Advantages of 
which Refurredion, as they are manifold 
and great, deferve the 

II. Second Place in this Day^s Medita- 
tions. In confidering which, the firft thing 
that occurs, is the AffuranceHe has hereby 
given us of our own Refurredion. If it 
be certain, that Q>rift is rifen^ it is as cer- 
tain, according to Sti Paul^ that He is be^ 
come the Firji Fruits oj them tbatjlept. The 
feveral Proofs alledged for the Reality of His 
Refurredion', are fo many Teftimonics of 
the Certainty of ours ; for, as that great 
Apoftle of the Gentiles argues (i T^bejf. iv. 
14.) ij they are fufficient to perfuade us to 
believe that J ejus died, and rofe again 5 the 
inevitable Confequence is, that tbemalfo^ 
which Jleep in Jefus, will God bring with 
Him. All Pretences of the Impoffibility of 
our rifing are thereby removed, and the 
Adhiality of it is fufficiently afcertained by 
the repeated Promifes that are given us, 
that when He Jhall appear in His glorified 
Body iX His fecond Coming, then we, in 
D 4 ours. 
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ours, Jhall be like Him. Without the In- 
tervention of an Arm of Power, the dif- 
folved Body cannot, indeed, of itfelf ftart 
up into Life 5 but, then, that there is a 
Power able to efFed this, we can need no 
farther Proof ; we have, as at this Day, 
iiben one Inftance of it in the Lord Cbrifl 
jfefus', which Inftance does likewifc imply, 
that as He can, fo He will efFedl it, when 
tbe Fulne/s of Time Jhall come^ for the Hea-- 
vens to dijfolve^ and the Earth to melt away 
^ HisPrefence. For the Refurredion of 
our Lord, as it is the Foundation of the 
whole Chriftian Faith, fo it is one general 
J'roof of all His Dodrines: It demonftrates 
His divine Authority, and confirms the '' 
Truth of all He taught and faid, and there- 
by infallibly aifures us, that He is Himfelf 
the ReJiirreSiion and the Life ; and that who^ 
foever believeth in Him, though he die, yet 
^Jhall he live. Had not our Lord arofe, the 
Religion He taught would, moft probably, 
have been buried with Him ; but fince He 
thus evidently and undeniably demonftrated 
His Triumph over Death, all faithful Chri- 
ftians may, with Confidence, lay hold on 
the bleffedHope of everlafting Life, which 

He 
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He has given them in Himfelf » uid with 
Tranfport behold Him opening thcGates of 
Heaven, and entering therein befoj them, 
there to prepare a Place for them. Which 
leads me to a 

2. Second Benefit of this His Rcurrec- 
tion, that it paved the way for His E^itation 
to the Right Hand of the Majefty orhigh, 
where He is now feated above all Pricipa- 
lity, Authority, and Power. By this le is 
empowered to relieve the NeceflitiesdHis 
Servants, todiredl, govern, andfupporHis 
Church, and to give her in the Day ofCa- 
lamity, Relief and Comfort, and in al her 
Conflids, Vidory and Peace. The fomer 
Advantage of the Refurredtion was, tha the 
Faithful are thereby affured, that there 1 an 
eternal Inheritance prepared for them; his 
that I now mention is, that theyjnay Irle- 
wife from thence learn, that they (hall m 
fail of obtaining it s by the one we infer, tfet 
Body and Soul (hall appear in Judgment ; ky 
the other, that we fliall be prepared to appear 
with Joy in that dreadful Day ;That aiTures vk, 
that our Bodies fhall rife. This, that our Souk 
(hall be duly prepared to receive the Bene- 
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fits of thi Refurredlion. We muft rcmem^ 
ber then/that as our Lord is rifen, fo He is 
afcendccwp on high, where, after He had 
led Cd^vity captive^ He received Gifts 
for Met And accordingly we find Him, 
ibon aj^r his Afcenfion, fending down oa 
His Aj^ftles the Holy Ghoft, the Comfort- 
er, th^ through His Affiftance they might 
rejoic^n the Tribulation they fufFered for 
the Dfence of the Gofpel, and be in the 
End /lade perfedl thro* Sufferings. Which 
SpiriiHe is at this Day fending, to a)l that 
love |im s not indeed in an external and vi- 
fiblefnanner, but conveying His invifible 
and ecret Powers to the Heart, whereby 
theyfubdue all Difficulties, delpife the Al- 
lurements of Sin, and become in all things 
tmrl than Conquerors. So that, to His Re- 
funtdion we, in a great meafuire, owe the 
ditee Affiftance of that Grace, by which 
alqie we ftand ; and without which, the ha- 
viig manifefted our Eternity to us, would 
not havediminiflied, but increafed, our Mi- 
fefy; and therefore, as pur gracious Re- 
d^mer died, fo He rofe again for us, in or- 
4<r tp receive the Glory He had fo dearly 
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purchafed, and to itrengthcn His Brethren by 
empowering them to qualify themfelves for 
che fame Enjoyments with Him, that the 
Head and Members might be more clofely 
united, and eternally rejoice together. A 

3, Third prefent Advantage of our Lord's 
Refurredlion is, that He has the Government 
of the World committed to Him. The 
Reins of Power are placed in His Hands, 
whereby our fpiritual Enemies are become 
His Vaflals, and their Malice is confined 
within the Limits of His Pcrmiffion ; 6e^ 
yond which thpy cannot go, without which 
they cannot approach to hurt us. Our great 
Adverfary is now no longer permitted to 
roam at pleafure, and commit what Deva- 
ilations his Rage fuggeftss but is bound 
down with Chains which he cannot break, 
confined within Limits which he cannot 
pafsjwithdut aPermiffion from our afcended 
Lord, to nvbomy by the Father, alt Power ^ 
as well as all Judgment^ is committed. 

So that, in a word, the Advantages 6f the 
Glory of this Day difplay themfelves on 
every Side. The Evils we were fubjeft to 
are thereby removed 5 the Wants we groaned 
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under fupplied j the Pow^ of our spiritual 
Enemies is reftraincd^ the Defeat of our 
Nature are amended ; and a glorious Im- 
mortality is afcertain^ to all thofe^ who 
(hall be prepared to meet Him at the 
great Day of Retribution. Which naturally 
leads us to confider the 

III. Third thing propofcd, namely the 
Influence thefe BlefHngs ought to have on 
our Lives and Converfations. And 

I. Is the Strength of our fpiritualAdverfafy 
thus curbed and reftrained ? are we certain 
that if we refiji him, he will be forced to 
fieefrom us? This then (hould difpel thofe 
gloomy Fdars, which our Apprehenfions of 
Danger might otherwife raife and cherifh, 
and animate us with bold and fteady Refo- 
lutiqns, not tamely to fink under the Domi- 
nion of Sin. The Plea of Weaknefs and In- 
ability is hereby taken from us 5 and every 
TranfgrefEon wilt argue not the Greatnefs 
of the Danger, but the Obftinacy and Cow- 
ardice of the Sinner 5 and as through the 
Publication of thefe Truths our wilful Ig- 
norance, fo through the Certainty of them, 

our 
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our unmanly Diftrafts art rendered in«- 
cu^blc. When therefore our corrupt Paf- 
flo^ and Inclinations become importunate, 
jyad urfe us to the Purfuit of fome darlii^ 
Vice J when the Terrors of Men fet thcm- 
fclv«s in Arrjiy agaiuift us, and the Apprehen- 
fion of Lofles and temporal Inconveniencira 
ftr<^ly ^W»P* ^ '^ ^^^^ Comjiianccs'j 
let us look up with Confidence to our glori- 
fied Lord, who upon His Exaltation recdved 
Power, ancj has gracioufly promifed to ex- 
^ that Power* in our Defiance. 

Again; is our own Refurredion this 
jdainly manifcfted and afcertained io that 
of our Heffed Saviour? This then fhould 
qwlcken and ftrengthen our Hope of that 
fijture Glory, which He wiU^ve to «// tboje 
n^ko love bis Rearing. Our Difficulties 
andDiftreffes in our ChriftianCourfe would 
daily leffen, and we (hould learn to fur- 
mount with Comfort the Hbrdihipsof our 
War&re -, if we would oftenmeditate on the 
Rccompenfe of Reward. Which fhould not 
only be the particular Employment of thefe 
occafional Rejoicings, but the daily Exercife 
of pioHsMind8,in order thereby to raifethem- 
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fdvcs to fuch a Degree of Chriftian Perfect 
tion, as may teach them to defpife the En- 
joyments of Time, and with Scorn rejedt 
them ; whenever they interfere with thofe of 
Eternity. And 

Laftly, as the Promife of divine Affift^ 
ances (hould remove our Fears, and the Ex- 
pedation of our own Refurreftion ftrengthen 
our Hope; fo (hould the Remembrance of 
the dear Purchafe out 6reatMafter paid for 
thefe Bleilings^ be a perpetual Fountain of 
Joy in our Hearts, bringing forth the Fruitff 
of Praife, Gratitude, and Thankfgiving. 
Such a Joy, as is the Produft of a Heart 
deeply and fincerely affc<acd with the ten- 
der Mercies and loving Kindnefles of his 
God and Saviour ; not the EfFedl of a warm 
Complexion, which dies in the Exprcffion j 
but fuch a one as we daily ought devout- 
ly to pray for ; fuch as will (hew forth the 
Praife of our Redeemer, and its Thankful- 
mfs for His Refurreftion not only with the 
Lips, but in the Lives of thofe who are ac- 
tuated by it. The beft way then of expref- 
fing our Gratitude is to follow the Advice of 
the Epiftlc for this Day, to die unto Sin and 

3 
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to rife again unto Rigbteoujhfs^ and tofeek 
tbofe things that are above ^ wiereCbrifiJit-' 
tetb at the Right HandofGid j to Jet our 
AffeSHms on tbings ifbove^ not ot things on 
the Earthy that fo when He mt Lordjhall 
Jball appear y then may we afb appear noitb 
Him in Ghry. 
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The Nature of the Holy Spirit, 
and His Operations, confidered. 

SERMON III. 

1 COR. xii. II. 

But all tbefe workethTbat One and 
The Self-fame Spirit^ dw'td'mg to 
every Man fever ally ^ as He will- 
eth, 

^IXl^SV lAlA £mr&) XOt^KS ^8}isjxi. 

WH E N the Bleffed Jefus was enter- 
ing on the laft and moft bitter 
Scene of His Paffion, we find Him very af- 
ioSionately guarding His Difciples againft 
all thofe Fears, Doubts, and Difcourage- 
ments, with which His Sufferings would 
naturally fill their Minds j either with re- 
gard to themfelves His Followers and De- 
pendents j or with regard to Him their be- 
£ 2 loved 
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loved Matter j or with regard to the Succefs 
of His Doftrines. That the Sight of His Ap- 
prehcnfion and Death might not drive them 
intoDefpair, and peifuade theni ^ that all their 
Hopes and Expedlations were loft ; He tells 
them, that there were manyMarjfiomofBWfs 
in His heavenly Fathers Houje (Jobh xi>. 
2.) whither lie was going ; and t^at one 
gracious Defign of His Afcenfion, was to 
prepare a Place ifor them in it ; that where 
Hejhould be^ there they might be alfa. That 
they might not, in the mean time, give 
thcmfel ves up to Sorr6w and Lamentation for 
the Lofs of their Great M^fter and Teacher, 
who /pake as never Manfpake \ He profnifes 
to fend them mother Comforter^ whofe Stay 
with them (hould not be fo (hort as His had 
been ; but who Ihould abide with them for 
ever (ibid, f 1 6.) That they might not 
raihly conclude, that the Son of Man was 
loft, when they ftiould fee Him crucified 
and dead ; and lay afide all Thoughts of 
preaching Ae Dodrines of a crucified Lord, 
as a vain and fruitlefs Attempt } He aflures 
them, that this Holy Ghoji^ the Comforter^ 
Whom He would Jend them from the Father^ 
fhould teftify ofHim^ with mighty Signs and 

Wonders; 
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Wonders 5 endue them with Variety of mi- 
raculous Gifts, according to their feveral 
Ejcigienciqs and Wants j and give them fuch 
a Mouth andfFifdom (Luke xxi'. 15.) as all 
their Adverfories /houldnot be able to gain/ay 
or refijl : That He, 7"^^ Spirit of truth, 
Cbould firft open Jind enlarge their Minds, 
and then fillthem with all Truth-, (John xvi. 
13.) th^t He fliould bring all paft things to 
their Remembrance, whatfoever their Lord 
and Mafter had fat d t^ themy and fhould al- 
{ojhew them things to come ; that whatever 
.they afked in their Matter's Name, fhould 
be done for them ; and that they fliould 
not only be enabled to do the fVorks which 
the Blefled Jefus did, but fliould likewife 
be empowered to do fome greater Works 
than He had doqe j becaufe He went to thf 
Father, to receive thefe Gifts from Him, 
^d then to endow them with thefe Powers 
from on high. 

Accordingly, fays St. iz/^^ (ASts ii. i,) 
when the Day of Pentecoft was fully come^ 
that is, on the firft Day of the Week, 
.which was the Morrow after the feventh 
Sabbath, or the ftftieth Day after the P^fl'-. 
over ; and when the Difciples,- that is, as 
. E 3 I fup|)ofe^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



54 SERMON III. 

I fuppofe, the one hundred and twenty 
Perfons before mentioned (ASls i. 15.) 
were all in one Place s Jhere fuddetdy came 
a Sound from Heaven as of a mighty rujkn 
ing Wind^ there appeared cl(foen tongues^ 
. like as of Fire ^ which fat upon each of them^ 
and they were filled with The Holy Ghoft^ 
and began tojpeak with other Tongues than 
that of their own Country, as The Spirit 
gave them Utterance. Thus were they ba-- 
ptized with The Holy Ghofi, and with Fire^ 
and were thereby enabled to gather in, and 
offer up to God, no lefs than three thou- 
fand Souls, as the Firft-fruits of the Chri-p 
ftian Church, on the yery Day on which 
the Jews offered to God the Firfl-fruits of 
their Wheat-harvefl, (Exod.xxm. 16.) and 
which they celebrated as a Feftival, in Com- 
memoration of God's giving the Law toM^ 
fesy on the fiftieth Day after the Jews came 
out of Egypt. 

This Gift of Tongues was one of the 
mofl necefTary Qualifications for the fpeedy 
Propagation of the Faith, and was therefore 
firfl granted'^ and as long as it was neceflary 
to anfwer the Defign of The Holy Ghofl, 
was continued in the Church, But the Pro- 
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mife was not confined to this Gift alone; it 
extended to all other things wanted for tho 
right underftandingand eiFeflual preaching 
of the Goipel; and therefore with it were 
vouchlafed many other Gifts to the Apoftles 
and other Difciplesj and everyone was en- 
lightened with Knowledge, orinfpired with 
Eloquence, Prudence, and Courage, or en- 
dowed with Power, according as his Of- 
fice or Station required. As the Wants 
were many, fo was the Supply plentiful. 
The Divme Spirit difplayed His Power no 
lefs in the Variety, than in the Manner of 
His Operations ; and diflributed them in 
fuch Degrees and Proportion as would be 
mod conducive to His moft gracious Pur- 
pofe and Defign in giving them. For thus 
St. Pafil obferves, a few Verfes before the 
Text, That the Manifejiatim of The Spirit 
was given fo every Man to profit withal ; or 
rathery^pr Frojit^ or Edification, in gene- 
ral 5 that is. He manifejled Him/elf y or 
vouchfafed His Gifts, to every particular 
Perfon, in fuch Manner and Meafure only, 
as would tend moft to the Profit of the 
Whole. After which gire enumerated thofe 
different miraculous Endowments which 

£ 4 arQ 
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are called the Word oj Wtfdom^ the Word oj 
Knowledge^ Faith^ the Gifts of Healings 
Miracles^ Prophecy, difcerning of Spirits^ 
divers Kinds oj Tongues, and the Interpret a^ 
tion ofHongues ; and the Apoftle concludes 
this Enumeration . with obferving, in the 
Words of the Text, that though the Gifts 
were various, the Author of them was one 
and the lame, even that Holy Ghoft The Com*- 
forter, whom our Lord had promifed, and 
who wasabfolute Mafterof His own En- 
dowments, and gave them according to His 
own good Pleafure. But all thefe worketb 
That One and The Self fame Spirit, divid- 
ing to every Manfeverally as He willetb. 
Infpeaking to which Words, I fhall, 

I. Take a (hort View of the chief of 
thofe Operations, which the Apoftle 
here afcribcs to One and The Self fame 
Caufe, And, 

II. Enquire into the Nature of the Di- 
vine Author of thefe Gifts, who 
moft probably is here called The 
Same Spirit, The Same Lord^ and 
The Same God, and Who is faid, 
in this Place, to ivQrk all thofe 

things^ 
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things^ and (as we feera to have im- 
perfeftly rendered the Original) di^ 
vided them to every one sever ax-ly 
as lie wilktb. 

I. Firft, I am to take a (hort View of 
thofe Operations, which the Apoftle here 
afcribes to One and the Self -fame Cauje j 
and fliall therefore, for the greater Perfpi- 
cuity, reduce them to thefe three Claffes j 
fuch as were neceflary to enable the Apoftles^ 
and others, to underfland and teach theGo- 
fpel ; fuch as were neccfTary to enable them 
to govern the Cliurches committed to their 
Care; and fuch as were neceffary to prove to 
the World the Truth of the Dodriaes they 
taught, and the Fads they attefted. 

The Apoftles were illiterate Men, full of 
the falfe Prejudices and PrepofleJBGons of the 
JewSy in relation to their Mejiab j ignorant 
of the Nature of Chriji's Kingdom, even 
after His Refurredion; and Strangers to the 
great and myfterious Dodrines of His Re- 
ligion. It was neceflary, therefore, that 
they (hould firft underftand Chriftianity 
themfelves, before they could teach it to 
others -„ that their own Minds flbould be 

firft. 
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firft enlarged, and filled with Divine Tfutfe, 
before they could pretend, with any Pro- 
bability of Succefs, to perfuade the World 
to embrace them. And accordingly, moft 
of their falfe Notions of things were in- 
ftantaneoufly reftified, and the myfterious 
Dodrines of the Gofpel infpircd into their 
Minds, upon the Defcent of The Holy 
Ghoft upon them ; and they were farther 
inftrudted by God in others. And this Gift, 
I believe, is tvhat the Apoftle here means 
by the Word ofJVifdom. That the Apoftles 
had this Gift immediately upon the Defcent 
of The Divine Spirit, is evident from hence, 
that they immediately began to preach, and 
with wonderful Succefs : And I underftand 
this Illumination to be meant by the Gift 
of Wifdom ; becaufe this is that Wifdom 
which makes us wife unto Salvation *y be- 
caufe St. P^a/, in the firft Chapter of this 
Epiftle, 3^ 24. calls the Doftrines of CArj/? 
crucified y not the Power only^ but alfo the 
Wisdom of God; and Chap. ii. f 7. 
fays of the Gofpel in general, We fpeak 
THE Wisdom of God in a My fiery ^ 
eoen the hidden Wisdom, which God 
ordained before the Worlds unto our Glory. 

And 
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And as thfe other Apoftles received this Wis- 
dom by Infpiration ; fo St. Paul tells us of 
himfelf, that he received not the Gojpel (or 
the Word of Wifdom) which be preached^ 
of Marty neither was be taught it by any 
other of the Apoftles, though he afterwards 
conferred with them on this as well as other 
Subjeds J but by immediate Revelation of 
Jefus Cbrijl from Heaven *. 

And as it was ncceflary, that they fliould 
underftand the divine Oeconomy under the 
Gofpel, fo likewife was it, that their Miftakes 
fhould be redified concerning the Meaning 
andDefign ofGrod's Diipenfations under the 
Law ; that they fhould fully underftand all the 
Types and Figures of the Jewijh Inftitutions 
and Rites, and be infallibly aflured of the 
true and full Intent of the Predidions of 
the Prophets. This they wanted, to qualify 
them to confirm the Truths of Chriftianity 
to their Brethren the JewSy and to prove, by 
Authority y the Falfliood of the Interpreta- 
tions which were generally put on thofe di- 
vine Writings, with refpcfl: to The MeJJiab. 
And this feems to be meant here, by the 
Word of Knowledge y as diftinguiflied from 

; Gal, i. 12. 
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that of Wifdom and Prophecy ; namely, a 
Knowledge, that Mofes and the old Prophets 
did not minijier unto /y&^ Ages in which they 
lived only, but unto U5\ and that T^e Spirit 
of Cbrijl which was in them^ did tejiify be^ 
fore hand the Sufferings of Chrifi^ and the 
Glory which Jhould follow^. And according- 
ly we find St. Peter^ in his firft Sermon im- 
mediately after the Defcent of The Holy 
Ghoft, as on this Day, proving, from the 
Pjalms^y the Refurredlion of CAr^s as well 
as demonftrating, that that Jefus of Naza- 
reth, whom they had flain, was The Chrijl 
whom the Pfalmift meant by thofe Powers 
of The Holy Ghoft, which He had tbenjhed 
forth upon the Apoftles and Difciples, and 
which the Jews then^w and heard. 

Thus were they enlightened in their 
Minds with a right Knowledge and Ap- 
prehenfion of all the paft and prefent Will 
of God, concerning the Truths He had, or 
would reveal to His Creatures \ and in order 
to enable them to communicate thefe Truths, 
a third Gift was added to thefe, which our 
Apoftle here calls DiverftieSy or divers 
Kinds of Tongues. Though they might un- 

• I Pet. i. 1 1, I2« J A<as ii. 26, 27, &c. 
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derftand, they could not teach thefe things 
to People of different Languages, without 
fpeaking to them in a Language which they 
underftood 5 and therefore they were fud- 
denly infpired with this kind of Know- 
ledge alfo ', they became at once Matters of 
all Ibch Languages as were neceffaryj they 
not only underftood them, but were en- 
dued with a ready Fluency and Eloquence 5 
and they fpake the Word, as with Boldnefs 
And Refolution^ {b V«rith great Propriety and 
Perfpicuity. The People of twelve or four- 
teen different Countries heard the Apoftles 
Jpeai the wonderful Things of God^ in their 
own Tonguesy in the firft Inftance ; and St. 
Paul fays, that he fpake with more Tongues 
than they all \ 

Thefe were the Gifts neceffary to qualify 
the Apoftles, and other Minifters to under- 
ftand and teach the Word ; and to thefe 
were added fuch other Endowments as were 
requifite for their Government of the 
Churches they founded. Thofe here men- 
tioned are Prophecy^ the Interpretation of 
Tongues, and the Difcernment oj Spirits. 
Prophecy y in the New Tejiament, fignifies 
; I Cor. xiv, 18. 

not 
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not only the Knowledge of paft or future 
Events, but of prefent Tranfadioni per- 
formed at a Diftance from the Prophet. 
In this Senfe 5/. Paul was prefent in Spirit 
with this Church of Corinth % though alh- 
Jent in Body*, and was thereby enabled to 
exercife his Authority over it, and aflign 
over the inceftuous Corinthian to Satan, for 
the DeJiruStion of the Flejh. And in the 
xiv^ Chapter of this Epiftle, our Apoftle 
fecms plainly to ufe the Word Prophecy 
to fignify any A€l done, by the immediate 
Suggeftions of The Divine Spirit, in the pub- 
lic Aflemblies of the Church, for their £Ji'- 
fcatim, Exhortation, or Comfort. By their 
greater or lefs Ufe and Tendency towards 
thefe excellent Ends, he judges of the com- 
parative Excellency of fome fupernatural 
Gifts : and prefers Prophecy, as he explains 
it oiinfpired Prayer or Preachbg, to fpcak- 
ing with unknown Tongues, becaufe it waa 
more for the Benefit of the Hearers. And he 
feems likewife to include here under Pro- 
phecy, that Spirit of Prudence, whereby fome 
were enabled to prefide over the reft j and 
the Spirits of fome Prophets were fubjedl to 
other Prophets, who were to judge of what 

* I Cor. V. 3, 

they 
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they faid, and diredt all to be performed in 
fuch manner, as would be moft orderly and 
decent, and tend moft to the Edification of 
the Church. 

And fince fome were, or pretended to be^ 
endued with the Gift of fpeaking Tongues, 
which they could not with Readinefe and 
Clearnefs explain 5 whilft others, who were 
not enabled to fpeak in thofe Languages, 
were empowered to underftand and inter- 
pret them ; St. Paul therefore comparing 
thofe two miraculous Vouchfafements, pre- 
fers that of the Interpretation of Tongues to 
that of fpeaking with them, becaufe more 
for the Ipiritual Profit of the Aflembly; and 
orders, that no one (hall exercife the latter, 
tut keep Silence in the Churchy unlels there 
be another prefent to interpret \ 

And by the Difcemment oj Spirits^ which 
is here reckoned among the miraculous Gifts, 
I underftand, that Power, whereby the Se- 
crets of Mens Hearts were made manifeft to 
the Apoftles and Prophets 5 and whei^by 
they could infallibly judge of their Inten- 
tions and Defigns, as in the Cafe oiAna^ 
nias and Sapphira ; and confequently, where- 

! I Con xiv. 27, 28, 

by 
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by thofe Apoftles were enabled to prevent 
any Mifchiefs or Impofitions on the Church, 
and to inflidt prefentPuniftiment on Offend- 
ers according to their real Demerit, and to 
the Terror of other Evil-doers. By this, 
they were allb enabled to judge of all thofe 
who pretended to Infpiration, todifcernthe 
falfe from the true Spirits, and to preferve 
the Faithful from being deceived by thofe 
Prophets, who might arife, and felfly lay 
Claim to Infpiration. And 

I-,aftly, the miraculous Gifts here men- 
tioned, which refpeft their proving to the 
World die Truth of the Dodrines they 
taught, and the Fafts they attefted, are 
Faith, Healing, and other Miracles j con- 
cerning which I (hall only obferve, that by 
Foitb here feems to be meant a firm Per- 
fuafion, that the Powers of Nature fliould 
be over-ruled, and they (hould be enable^ 
to alter, obftrua, or change the com- 
mon Courfe of Things, whenever it fliould 
be neeeffary for the Confirmation of their 
Miflion. Or, in other Words, that Faith, of 
which our Lord told them, that if they 
had the leaft Grain of it, theypuld even fay 
to a Mountain, Remove hence to yonder place, 
4 and 
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and itjhuld remove ; and nothing (hould be 
impojfible unto them. This Perfuafion was 
wrought in their Minds by the immediate 
and extraordinary Operation of the Holy 
Ghoft 5 and therefore this Faith is ranked 
among His other extraordinary Gifts 5 and 
the iktne Spirit^ which infpired them with . 
this Belief, gave them Power to pro- 
duce the Effeds expeded by it, to heal DiJ-- 
eafesy and to work the many other Mira- 
cles recorded of them, in the Sacred Hiftory 
of their Adts, by St. Luke. Thus were the 
firft Teachers and Founders of Chriftianity 
qualified to preach and to dcmonftrate the 
Truth of their Dodrines, to plant Churches, 
and to govern them. The 

li. Second thing propofed, was to enquire 
into the Nature of The Author of thefe Gifts, 
Who, moft probably, is here exprcfly called 
^e Same Spirit j The Same Lord^ and The 
Same God^ and Who is faid to work all 
thefe Wonders, as well as to divide^ or 
diftribute, them to every Man feverally 
as He pleafed. And here there need not 
any long Dedudions to prove, that this 
Spirit muft have been no lefs than God 
F Himfelf. 
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Himfelf. The Nature of thdk Gifts, m 
before explained ; the abfolute Power which 
the Apoftle here afcribes to The Divine Spi-^ 
fit, of difpofing of them j and, as I appke^ 
hcnd, the Right and Property, if J may 
fo fpeak, which the Apoftle here gives Him 
to them ; do plainly and neccffarily imply 
it. For St, Paul does here evidently affirm., 
thefe three things concerning thofe mira-. 
culous Vouchfafements: i. That the Caufe 
or Author of them all was one and thefelf*. • 
Jame Perfon. 2. That he not only beftow-» 
ed thefe Gifts, but did it in fuch a Manner 
and Proportion as Hepleafed j difpofing o£ 
them with an abfolute Authority. And» 
3. That He was not only the Worker,; 
and abfolute Difpofer of them, but that 
the Works and Powers themfelves were, 
ftriaiy fpeaking. His own : For fo I con- 
ceive the Words ought to be rendered, di* 
viding His own to every one feverally as he 
wilktbj ^tcufiif lAIA i3car» zeeSas. fia^ifeu : 
that is, diftributing His own Vouchfafe- 
ments to each t^v^fjLocjiK^^y or infpiredPer*/ 
fon, in fuch Manner and Meafure as Hc,> 
the Divine Author of them, judged to be 
proper, and knew to be moft conducive to 

Hi* 
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Mis very gracious Defign of founding and 
eftabliihing His Church. And thefe three 
Particulars, when feripufly and jointly con*- 
fidered, muft, I conceive, fully fatisfy any 
feriou&and confiderate Chriftian, that That 
Holy Spirit, of Whon^ our infpired Apoftle, 
in this Place, affirms fo much, muft be 
truly and properly God, the Author of Na* 
ture, and thfe abfolute Governor and Dif* 
pofer of all things. For, 

I . His Aflertion exprefly is,That tht Caufe 
or Author of all thofe wonderful Powers, 
was one and the felf-J'ame Perfon ; and con- 
fequently That Perfon could be no lefs than 
God Himfelf. For who could empower Men 
to remove Mountains, and to cure Difeafcs 
with the Breath of theirMouths ; but the Al- 
mighty Creator and Governor of the World ? 
Who could give them 'a kind of Omni- 
fcience, and enable them to look into, 
and difccrn the Hearts of their Brethren 5 
but That Infinite and Omniprefent God, 
Who underjinndeth our Thoughts before We 
utter them? And the fame is true of 
every other miraculous Endowment be- 
fore mentioned* Whoever duly confi- 
dcrs, with what Fatigue and Application^^ 
the moft fcanty Portions of Knowledge 

F 2 are 
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arc ordinarily acquired -, how gradual, and 
how flow, our Advances ufually are j and 
how fmall our Attainments, after a labo- 
• rious Search of many Years 5 muft furely 
readily acknowledge, that to dart Light 
and Wifdom at once into the moft 
ignorant Soul, to make the moft illite- 
rate and uncultivated Minds learned in 
an Inftant 5 could be the Work of none 
but of Him that formed it. Whoever im- 
partially enquires, how limited and confiui- 
cd the moft enlarged Mind is in her Ope- 
rations ; how few things there are, which 
after all our Care we really underftand ; 
and how many exceed the reach of the 
greateft Capacity ; cannot furely but confefs, 
that to imprint on the moft untaught 
Minds clear Notions of the moft fublime 
Truths ; to unfold to the Capacity of com- 
mon Mechanics the wondrous things of 
God's Law, and the hidden Meaning of the 
dark Sayings of the Prophets, could only be 
done by That Supreme God, who fent thofe 
Prophets, and could moft infallibly inter- 
pret their Predidions. Thus does every 
particular Gift fufficiently imply the Divi- 
nity of its Author j and when we join them 

.all, 
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all, as our Apoftle doeSj in one Conclufion ; 
the Force of the Argument is not, I think, 
to be refifted. All tbefe^ fays he, worketb 
^bat One and the Self -fame Spirit j they arc 
not each the different Gift of a different 
Power, as theHeathen imaginedof their falfe 
Gods ; but they are all and each theVouch- 
lafements of One and the Same Being, 
Who is unconfined in His Power, and un- 
limited in Hie Operations : And who then 
can this one Caufe be, but the Author of 
all Good, the Lord and Giver of Lije^ 
both temporal and eternal ? But, 

2. Secondly, St. Paul does not only de- 
rive all thefe Gifts from one and the fame 
Caufe, but likewife afcribes to This Cauie 
an abfolute and unlimited Authority to dif« 
pofe of them as He pleafed. He divided^ 
or diflributed them, not to every Man^ but 
to every one^ that is, to every fpiritual^ or 
infpired Perfon^ according to His own good 
Will and Pleafure. The Powers were, 
therefore, His^ and under the Controul of 
no Superior, fince He could thus arbitrarily 
difpofe of them. He could not be an Agent 
in the Hands of another, fince His own 
Will was His only Rule in the Diflribution. 

F3 He 
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JIp could not be a mere Name, an Appd-f 
lation, or an Attribute of God, fince Ho 
had both Power to a<^ io ii^s wonderffuj 
Manner, and a Will of His, own to inJBU- 
?nce and govern His OperaUonS.. Aw^k* 
fell Wifdom and Choic? appeared in the 
Manner and Meafure pf Hig Piftribytions ; 
and confequently there nxuflliaye been greaf 
Judgment and Defign in Him that coade 
them. The Powers grafted v?ere not; ortr 
ly great and wonderful in themfelves, but 
fuited to the prefect State and Circuipa- 
fiances of things, and adapted to the Capa^r 
city and Office of each reipeaive Receiver; 
The Giver muft therefore have bee© well 
acquainted with the Minds, and Hearts of 
Men, and muft have forefeen thofe gr«k$ 
^d moft gracious PurpojGb§, which wer? 
fully answered by His Vouchlafement$. 
And who then could This Free,Tbi8lntelliT 
gent, This Knowing, and This Wife Being 
be? Or, rather, who could a<a: thus freely, 
thus independently, thus wifely, and tfa^ 
gracioufly, in controuling the Power's of 
Nature with an unlimited Authority, and 
enlarging the Souls of Men beyond their 
patural Capacities } but That One InSnite 

and 



3i^itized by Google 



S E R MO N III. 71 

and Independent Spirit, the Caufe of all 
tbmgs, fy IVhBm^ audfor Wbom^ they were ^ 
and are created^ governed, and fupport^ 

J. Thirdly, andkftly; OurApoftlcnot 
only attributes to the Holy Ghoft an un^ 
bounded Authority to beftow thefc things 5 
but does, as I apprehend, exprefly declare, 
that they were His own proper Gifts and 
Powers which He thus beftowed ; thereby 
taking away all Pretence, that He afted by 
a delegated Commiflion from another s and 
implying, that the Powers He gave, were 
originally founded in, and derived from 
Himfelf. The literal Tranflation of the 
Words is this, Dividing his own (iSicl) 
that is, HIS OWN Gifts ^ or Operations^ 
(%a£>«<rf»a/a, ver. 4. or &i^Tvip,(i\ct^ vcr. 6.) 
to every one^ or each infpiredPerfon {wv^- 
IMJiK^) as He willetb. The Word I tranf- 
liate His own, is ufed in multitudes of Places 
of the New Teftament, to fignify the 
ftrifteft Right and Propriety, and is fo 
"rendered by our Tranllatorsj and particu- 
larly our own Apoftle, 2^im.lg. fpeak- 
ing of our Redemption, fays, that God 
bath faved us^ and called us^ not according 

F4 t<^ 
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to our Works ^ but according to an own 
Purpoje and Grace y and, Heb. ix. 12. he 
fays of our Lord Jefus Cbriji^ that not 
by the Bhod of Goats and Calves^ but by 
HIS OWN Bloody He entered in once into the 
Holy Place^ having obtained eternal Jtedem-^ 
ption for us \ And if, then, the ftupendous 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, to the Apoftles, 
were as much his own Gifts, as the gra- 
cious Defign of God the Father to redeem 
Mankind was his own Purpoje ; if the 
Powers fent down by the Holy Spirit were 
as mnchHis dw« Powers, as the Blood which 
our Lord fpilt on the Crofs was his own 
Blood J thofe Gifts and Powers, then, muft 
have been in the ftridleft Senfe derived from 
Himfelf ; and He can be no lefs than The 
Supreme God, who ordereth all things both 
in Heaven and Earth. 

Thus we fee, in how plain and forcible? 
a Manner our Apoftle here teaches us both 
the Perfonality and Divinity of God the 
Holy Ghoft ; and from thence I (hall, at 
prefent, only draw this moft obvious In- 
feicnce. That to Him, therefore, ouglit 

• In^thc Original the fame Word occurs \n botI| 
thefe Places. 

to 
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to be paid Adoration and Praife, in all 
Churches of the Saints. We are baptized 
in }Iis Name, as well as That of the Father 
and the Son : And as the Apofties owed 
their miraculous Powers to His free Grace 
and Goodnefs; fo do we at prefent owe our 
Continuance and Progrcfs in our Duty, to 
His Guidance and Support. 

To Him, then, ^witb the Father, and the 
Son, be afcribed, as is mod due, all 
Honour, Glory, and Dominion, both 
now, and for evermore. 
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Reafon an infufEcient Guide in 
Matters of Religion. 

SERMON IV. 

PSALM xix. 7. 
The Teftimony of the Lord h fur e. 

TH E Word ^efiimmf may here be 
underftood, cither literally^ of that 
^external Evidence, which The Almighty 
was pleafcd to give the Jews of the Divine 
Authority of His Laws \ ox figuratively^ of 
thofe Laws themfelves fo attefted and proved. 
In the former Senfe, the PfalmiiFs Affertion 
is J That God had given fuch Proofs of the 
Authenticnefs of His Commandments, as 
might, with the greatcft Afliirancc and De- 
pendance, be relied on \ And in the latter, 
he affirms, that thofeCommands, whic^ He 
had given, were the heft zxAJurefi Rule by 
which Men could walk, and would cer- 
tainly 
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tainly lead them to that Happinefs which 
they fought in purfuing them. And both 
Sehfes taken together, imply both the Good- 
nefs and Condefeenfion of Almighty God, 
in vouchfafing Men a Guide, fo fure, and 
fo ftrongly proved to come from Himfelf j 
and the Happinefs of His chofen People in 
fuch Vouchfafements. So that we may con- 
ceive the Pfalmift to be here aflerting, 
That The Great Creator of all Things had 
given the ynvs as evident Marks of Himielf 
in the tnoral or rather the religwus World^ 
as in the natural ; and that they might as 
clearly difoover His Beneficence and Autho- 
rity in the one as in the other. The whole 
PJalm is a Parallel drawn between the 
Goodneis of God, confidcred as The Creator 
and Governor of the World, aind His Bene- 
ficence, as King and Lawgiver of the Jews ; 
and the chief Defign of it evidently was to' 
poflefs himfelf and others with a due Senfe 
of the mighty Benefits received, and a pro- 
per Gratitude and Thankfulnefs for them. 

And in purfuance therefore of the fame 
pioife Purpofes, it muft ever be right and 
proper for us to apply thefe Words to our- 
felves J and to enquire, whether at all, or 

how 
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how far, we partake of the fame Gfoodnefs, 
ind are oy^ed to the ikme Returns of 
Pnaadfe and Tbaiik%iv»>ig. And in order to 
liavt a juft Seiife of tiiis, it is ncceffiiry, that 
we fliould examine, what means we have of 
toptuiig to the Knowledge of the Will of 
Godj land with what Degree of . Afiurancc 
and Cbnfidepce we may rdy upon them; 
or how far We can be affured, that the 
Ktiowledge we pretend to have of the Di- 
vine Law is really fore ; and how far that 
Knowledge is in itfelf complete, and Ef- 
ficient to anfwerthc Purpofes for which we 
want it. 

And iince we can ha^e only two ways 
of coming at the Knowledge of God'8 
Laws, namely iRcafon, or Revdation ; that 
is, either by the Dilates and Conclafians of 
our own Minds, or by the immediate De* 
daracions of God Himfelf, or of fome other 
Pcrfons fcnt to us by Him with fuffident 
Credentials that they are His Meiiengers ^ 
the firft Step in this Enquiry plainly is^ How 
far we may depend on -the Dedufligns ci 
nhaiHiled Reafon in this important Ajffair ; 
or. How far that is of itfeif afiireGuide in 
the Knowledge of religious Duties. And in 
doing this it may be proper, to confider 

L How 
4 
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I. How far unaffiftcd Rcafon may ap» 
pear capable of direding us, from 
the Nature of theie religious Dutiea 
And 

II. How far, in ^d, it really has helped 
Men in theie Matters, in any Age oc 
lilation of the World. 

I. Firft, I am to confider^ how far we 
may depend on the Dedudions of unaflHl- 
cd Reafon 5 or, in other Words, howfer that 
is of itfelf a fure and fatisfadory Guide to 
us in the Knowledge of religious Duties. 
And here it is very obvious, that foait of 
the chief Points, in which we want to be 
iatisfied in this Enquiry, are -, How we may 
worfhip The God Who made us in. an ac- 
ceptable manner ; and, in cafe of offending 
Him, What Punifliment He will inflift upon 
us for our Offences ; and Whether in any, 
or what. Manner that Punifhment may be 
avoided, His Anger appeafed, and the Of- 
fender reinftated in His Favour. Thefe, I 
fay, are fome of the principal Articles in 
which we want Information 5 and to thefe I 
ihall confine myfelf. Many others of very 

great 
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great ConfequencQ, might be added tothenii 
but if would extend the Enquiry to to6 
great a Length, to examine fcrupuloufly 
and acciirately into every Particular ; and 
we riiay fafely concludcj without that Trou- 
ble, that if we cannot fatisfy ourfelves in 
thefe Inftances, we ftand in great Need ol" 
the Guidance of forhe other Conductor than 
tJiat of our own Underftandirig. And td 
this I muA ^Ifo add, that in Matters of 
fuch high Importance, a wife Man cannot 
r^ft fatisfied with the loweft Probabilities 
and Conje<aures ; but will juftly expeft, that 
the Principles, upon which he lays fo much 
Strefe, fliould be fufficiently clear and evi- 
dent, and the DeducfUoris drawn from thofe 
Principles fo plain and certain, as juftly to 
raife him to that Degree of Affurance and 
Comfort, which he may reafonably de- 
iire and hope to enjoy in the Difcharge of 
thofe Duties. 

Now how far this is the cafe with re- 
fpea to what our own Faculties can difco- 
ver to us, concerning the Method of wor- 
fhipping God in an acceptable Manner, is 
the firft part of our Enquiry. And here our 
natural Wcaknefs, and want of Light will, 
G I ap- 
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I apprehend^ abunduitly appear to every ^ 
nous and impartial Bn^iirer. For ia order 
to the Afiiiranee and Confer t ]beforeQieiitt<» 
ODed, it feeim neccflSu^y , that we (hould hur« 
a much fuller and more compreheiiiivtf 
Knowledge of the Nature of The God who 
inade and govenoBs u&g as well a$ of ourfelvee 
and the World of BdogsalKxit us^tban^oitf 
own narrow Facidtke can open to us ; other* 
wi& we (hall never be able to coUed with 
Certainty, whkhof the numberleisMelhodfi^ 
that may be invented of worifaipping that 
God» will be* moik pleafing and acceptably 
to Him. It J6 not enough to know, that Htf 
is wife, and juft^ and g^od, onIe&. we can 
Kkewife look pretty bx into His Deiigns ht 
the Covernment c^ the Wc^ld, and into th« 
Kattu-e and CoA&qaenoes of ThingSi We 
will allow^ that HeisTheAnshcx: andOo^ 
vernor of the Univerft^ and that thus^much 
of Him may be with Certainty coUeded 
from the Things that do appear. Let iir be 
taken for granted, that Prayers and Pcaifes^ 
are Duties, that neceflarily arife from thofe 
Relations ; and diat we can detinonftrate 
both the Reafonablene&and the Necef^ty^ 
of them. Yet M the grand Q{]^d[^a will 

recur 
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tmir ; how, and in .i?riiat manner, am I to 
dHebarge thefe Daties, fo as to be affured 
that what I do is weH ^eaibg k Hi» Sight ? 
There are tnzay ways of invoking and 
pcltffingGodj and the Foint is^ to be well 
afliired, which i& the true one. Has every 
Man a Right cf Acceft to the Mod High ? 
ot mu/t we approach fiin^ trough the 
Mediation of ^lofther? Am verbal Fraifea 
fo^iMl Aeknowledgmentscf Hi^immenfe 
B6tintie&; or, muR we dedicater a part of 
OM S^ytance (o Hkn by Vow& and Obla- 
tions ? If it be Bis Will and Plcafure, that 
we fhotildf come to Him through the Jn- 
terc^iort of another ; what is that Bteing, or 
^o that PerfbiT, who 6an and wiH pfer- 
form the important Office for us ? And if 
the Words of our Lips are not a fofficient 
Return for God's great Goddnefs to qs ; of 
what Kind, and in what Proportion to- our 
Cfixrumftances, muft thofe Oflfcrings be, 
which we are obliged to make Him ? Muft 
we offer Him out Subftance, or our Caftfe ; 
the Fruk of the Ground^ or the Fruit of 
our own Bodies? And, in what manner 
muft rhey be devoted to tlim ? Are they 
to be confumed by Fire, or othcf wife de- 
G z ftroyed ; 
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flroyed ? or are they to be appropriated to f 
fome particular JUfcs, which will do Ho- 
nour to the Almighty ? Thefc are QuefticMls \ 
of great Moment in this Enquiry ; fuqh as ' 
muft be refolved, before any Man htaJfureJ, - 
that the particular Way he choofes, is the . 
right and true one; and yct'fuch, I appre- . 
hend, as no one's Reafon can refolve, tp a 
wife Man's Satisfadlion. Whatever in ge-" 
faeral will beft anfwer the Purpofes and De- 
figns of a Wife and Good God, in the Go- 
vernment of the World, muft be allowed > 
to be moft agreeable to Him : But what 
Man will prefume to fay, that he can fa- 
thom and underftand thofe Purpofes, or 
determine, what means will tend moft to 
proniote and advance them ? Many, if not 
all the Methods before hinted at, may be 
right Ways of approaching God, for ought 
any Man can from Reafon demonftrate to 
the contrary; and thefe, and many others^ 
have fo far had Authority to vouch for them, » 
as to have been adopted and pra3ifed by . 
whole Bodies and Nations of Men, in diffe- 
rent Parts and Ages of the World. And 
amidft this great Variety and Confufion; all 
that Reafon can offer for one Way in pre- 
I ference 
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iefcpcc to the reft^ muft be, at beft, only 

Opinion or eonjcdure. Nay, it nuift, 1 fea^^, 

•,be Opinion founded on very flight grounds.; 

.a Conclufion drawn without- any fufficient 

;Preniife8 to fupport it ; and fuch as can by 

.no Means If tisfy the Doubts, and remoye 

thp PcrplexitJQSa, of a fcrious and inquificiye 

A^nd. The, grea^ End and Defign of all rdi- 

.gioiis Worftiig is.to' picafe God, and to prp- 

, cure His Favour and Acceptance: That Fa- 

'vour and Ac9eptanjce muft be annexed to that 

.Scheme which is mpfts^reeable to his Di- 

-vine Will aad Purpofes :. But .what that 

.>Vill and thpfej^rurppfes;;arpy. cannot, I 

'cpnceive, bcj ^o^y^ with; any. Degree 9f 

j^urance^ bm from Himfciif. Rcafonmay, 

•in many Caifes, dearly proye what is mt 

.agrecsibl? to a B?ing of Infinite. Purity and 

Wifdom ; biJt^i^T cannot, when xnoft im- 

jj^oved,. fiiffid aflure us in all thing?, 

.wiiat is : So that the Mind muft either be 

,kft to w;ander ;n endlefs Uncertainty 5 or to 

jdqfe-in with the firft. Offer • that fuits its 

^i^atural Fears^ite Prejudice^, or its Superfti- 

..tipn. 

,' J Again; if Reafon, unafSfted by Reve- 
lation^ cannot.fatisfy us concerning the only 
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true and moll acceptable Manner g( wotv 
AJpping <5od, much lefs <:an it afeertaint^ 
us the Time and Meafure of the Punifl^ 
ment He will inflkfl pn us for our Oflfences; 
and whether by any, or what Methods that 
Punifhment may be avoided. His Anger apr 
peafed, and the Offenders re-inftated in His 
Favour, To do this, were entering HiiYi 
farther into the Secrets of the Almighty j 
and yet without it the Mind can enjoy ntj 
■'true Satisftiitioh or Peace. What tnortil 
"Man dares^rtfume to pfefciibe Rules to his 
offended God ; or iDoldly to affirm, -that 
this or that is the Method of Atonement, 
which He will accept? Or what confiScf- 
i«ate Sinner ran enjoy olie Mbmenfs-Qt^^ 
whflft Divinb Ven^ance iiairgs over his 
Head, andtbe I'errors/fGodJef tben^lve^ 
in Arr(^ (Xgo^^fi bim'f If it. ^ere aHowcd, 
on the one hand, thatGod may forgive 8m- 
tiers, on then? Repentance; It muji\!s^ g^aWt- 
ed, on 4!he othfer, that Hb inay not. Repents 
gnce is, at beft, only avoiidingy^/Z^rr^Of- 
fences ; but Is no Satisik^on to an In- 
jured Juftice and Goodnefs for pajl Tfarf- 
gf^ffioas. Thefc may be puniftied, though 
^c jpflfender does tiot continue to rejpcat hi^ 
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fttym^ations. The Guilt is contraaed, and 
Ae PcfMdty incurred, the Moment the Law 
ie tranigteflSbd } and Hie Lawgiver only can 
snake known to us the lime and Manner 
of die Puniftmjent which He refolves to 
infliA upon the Tnanlgre^r, It is God 
c3one ihat-can give iinful Man a fa,tisfad:ory 
Anjwer ofTeace, Nothinglefsthan a De- 
cismation from Himfelf is fafficient to give 
Confidence to the Diffident, and Cbmfort 
i^othe EKfeonfciiate« And if, then, we can 
neither of ourfehres difb3ver wlat Mifery 
flis Jufticc may have inReferve for us, nor 
rationally enjoy any Quiet in oar pwa 
Breafts without fiich pifcoveryj in how 
deplorable a State ixiuft wretched Mortals 
be left, if He has not vouchfefed t|iem any 
Declarations df His WiU ? 

That human Nature is univerfaliy cor* 
rupted and depraved, has been felt and con* 
^ fefled by the wifeft Men in gU Agqs ; an^ 
the Conduft of the World has ever been 
too plain a Proof of the Faft, to need fuch 
a Confeffipn, Purifications and Expiations 
have ever made up the greateft Part of aft 
ReUgiqnsj which, how different ibcxer ia 
iheir Forms and Ceremonies^ halve all been 
G 4 buUt 
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bailt'Upon the fame Principles^- and aiagi<34 
at the fame Efid 5 They have all been built 
upon an Acknowledgment;^ .tha^ the ^pr- 
j(hippcr6 ;iud joffendc^ ^ thpie rwhom 'thejf 
^wor(hippe4, ^d dcferv^d Ponifhment at 
their Hands ;. And the End . pr^pofed "h^s 
been, to v^ip? off or expiate t|^ofe,Qffe^^ 
and rendff ; ^t^^nifciycs fit e pb^ ^ 

Favour and Pfote(5lion. HencQ the Waflj-r 
ings and Mortifications of t][iq.prefent Hea-r 
then ; hqnce the numbedefs Viddms of the 
^ntient. .But.what rational End oould Men 
.have in.all thefe vainOblationsf What Pur^ 
pofe can they in Reafon be fupppfed to ferve, 
pxclufive.of a Divine Appointment ?. What 
Merit can there be in the Blood of a Bea% 
^to make Satisfadtion for the Sin of a ^lan ? 
What Confequencecan there be from wa(h^ 
ing the Body with Water, to.purif)dng the 
Soul frpm Guilt and Corruption \ AU is Vatu* 
ty and Abfurdity, if cpnfider^dpnjy as Man's 
Invention ; there is no manner of. Fitnefe 
jn the Means to anfwer the IBa^s, propofed; 
and any othW Scheme that human Reafon 
could find out, to appeafe the Wrath* qf an 
angry God, and make Satisfaction to ](nfi- 
nite Juftjce, , would, I copceive, upon Ext 

amination^ 
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aminatioi^ appear altogether as big with, 
at leaft, Doubt and Uncertainty, if not 
Abfordity and Folly, Naaman had at leaft 
jis much Reafon to exped to be cleanfed 
from his Lcpwrpfy by wa(hing in the River 
J&rdan^ whether the Prophet had appoint- 
ed ir^ or not ; as to cleanfe his Mind from 
GuiU by waflbing in any other Water. So 
weak and fhort^iighted are our Faculties in 
-Points fo very eflcntial to our prefeBt and 
:futurc^ Happinefsj fo unable is the.nM)ft 
penetrating Mind to find outvany Method, 
.wh}ch itfelf can deena reafonable» of making 
Sati3fadion for its TranfgrefliQns ! 

But if the Appoimmeqt of God ht taken 
into the Account^ if He were koQwA to cn^ 
join thefe things^ it would th$^ b^tiiltogfr- 
ther as impious and fbplidi to xiiiiregard His 
Injunctions in the one Cafe, as it was in the 
Syrian to defpife the Comman^ of His Pro- 
phet in the other. The Reproach of the 
' Servant will th60 (land in full Force againft 
the Difobe^ience of his Mafter ^ if He bad 
commanded thee to do fome great things neouldft 
thou not have done it ? Haw much more^ 
when He fays^ Wajh^ or offer Sacrifices, and 
be clean ! He may inftitute what Methods 

of 
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eof Reconciliation He, in His Infiaite Wii^ 

4om <ind GoodneTs, (hall tkifvk moet s end^ 

Hk Appokitment fappafed, it muft beconfi? 

^ourindifpenfaUeDuty to ofeqr, with^rati^ 

•tadc and Joy. He may accept of ^ Ykarieus 

Puni (hment if He plea&s ; and the Mind 

'has 'Refttbn to acquiefce in His Ordinances, 

<becau& to Him4)ebngs Vengeance, or For* 

givenefs. But without His ConunkSon, 

4\o Man could <leclare, what Atonement 

•would fee accepted ; or, if he did, the Word 

fii a Matji •wotiid be %ut a weak 8uppo]S( 

j^ainft the Apprehenfions of fxrefent and fti- 

ture Mifery. Thus it may appear, even 

itom ^e Reajbn and Nature c^ Things^ 

^w ta»iM and defbd^e our noblefl Dif- 

<werks %nift be, concerning the moR im« ' 

f)artaiix Parts of tleligious Worlbip. And 

this inlay ^ppiear in ^ yet ftropger Light, if 

ve- prac^ed, 

II, Secondly, To ccmfider the Matterof 
^ad, as itiias all along been, from the Be-* 
ginning of Time; and enquire, how far 
human Reaibn has adualiy been concerned 
in all the RcJSgions eftabliflied ki the World, 

For 
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For an irnpartial yicw of them wjll^ t 
betieve, convince us of thefe two thingis : '' 

1. Firft, 'Iliat unafGftcd Reafon, even ijt 
the fllfcft Religions, hasneveryetpretende4 
to eftabKfli anjr, barely on Its own pifcor 
veries and Authority. An(J, 

2. Secondly, That all true Retigion, iii 
all Ages of t|ie World, has aflwHy teen 
derived from exprefs Reteljttion. 

I. f'irfl:, I obferve, that, in point of Fad, 
unaffifted Reafon has never yet pretendecj 
tp eftablifh any, even of the falfeft Reli- 
gions, barely on its own pifcoverics and 
Authority. Thpujgh it may h^e gone, iij 
piaoy Inftance^ wholly pn its own Strength, 
vet it has ever pretended tp gfupematural 
Guidance in things relating to the Wor- 
i(hip of God.The Law^vers and Governors, 
who have corrupted trueReUgipn, or eredl- 
^ ^d felfe ones,Tiave ey^r laid Q^ipi, how un- 
jullly foever, to Revelation, as the pnlyl^afis 
bn Which they could fnpport their Pefignsi 
iThe amient£^/ft^i ajid Greeh had their 
■pficles J Nuifla^ hisEgeria ; Mahomet ^ his 
Vifions i the Perfians^ their Car^cius ; and 
the prefent Heathen have dieir pretendecj 
fnfjnjrations. And into^ what can fhis 

upiverfal 
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univcrfal Pradke, in all Ages, be refolvcd,- 
but into as univcrfal an Acknowledge- 
ment, both by the Deceivers and Deceived j 
that no human Capacity was able to <Ufco^ 
ver, no hurnan Power or Authority fuffi-^ 
cient to enjoin, what . was necefiary ,to be 
Jcnown a^d. done in religious Offices, in 
order to wprfliip God in an acceptable Man- 
ner ? This, I iay, has ever been the Prcr 
tence ; and the Kecourfe to it cannot be ra- 
tionally refolved into any thing elfe, but a 
jgeneral Perfuafion, that Tome Revelation or 
other was abfolutely neceflkry to give Men 
an Afliirance and confident Reliance, in thefe 
Matters. ) If .Men could have been perr 
fuaded, that the fuperior Reafon and Sa- 
gacity of^ their^Brethreri v^r^as fufficient t<) 
guide thena .iii thefe things \ all the Labour 
that Import prs- and Governors took to pcr^ 
fuade the Wofl^, that they ^ were infpyed, 
abour idly thrown away,; ^4 
could anfwer no rational Purpofe. An^ tc? 
iay, that they were obli^d to do tKis, in 
order to huEppur the Su,pj?rftition of the Pep- 
pie, without which they oould not attain 
their Ends, is. pot anfwering the Difficulty, 
but acknowledging it. For it is plaiAftom 

hence^ 
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hence, that the People could not be gor 
verned in . thefe Matters by mere human 
Authority. How fuperftitious foever they 
might be in other Inftances; yet they believ- 
ed, that no Man has Authority to invent 
a Religion for others, and impoie his In- 
ventions on them as the Will of God. • Sch- , 
perfhtious indeed they were, and abominable 
in numberlefs Particulars; and a View of 
the horrible things they committed under 
Pretence of Religion, and allowed to be 
reafmable Parts of it, will convince any 
confiderate Peribn, how little Influence 
human Reafon. would again have, if left to 
itfelf, to be our fole Guide in religious Mat- 
ters. If we may argue from what has been 
done, to what ijomld be done, in the like 
Cafes; we muft conclude, not only, that 
?ill kinds' of Iniquity and Barbarity would, 
be committed, and every Luft indulged ; 
but that fuch Abominations would be de- 
fended, and made Parts of Religion itfelf, 
as ought not to be once named among ferious 
Men. And yet this is the boafted and 
happy Scheme, which our modern Heathens 
would perfuade us to take in Exchange for 
the pure and peaceable Precepts, the com- 
fortable 
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Ibmble and tolivcniftg Di^arineSi df otrf 
Lord md 8aviotir Jejiis Cbri/f. Even thcy^ 
^ho migbi hate been Partakers of the bea^ 
*Denly Gift, and mujl have fccn the goo* 
Eflfefts of it; thcjr, who might \ivrttajied 
vf the good Ward of Go^d.ahdcf the Pt^ 
of tbeJf^orldtO€ome\ thcfc Men even glory 
facrucifyiog TbeSonofGodafreJh^ andput^ 
ting Him to ah open Sbame. And though 
k may be joflly grievous to good Men to he 
^forced to Utf again Foundations y when they 
might have hoped rather to have been going 
on toPerfegiidf^^y yet fo barefeced and refo^ 
hite an Attack mates the Defence abic^Ufe'* 
\y ncceflary ; and ai Woe muft infaJiibly at- 
tend thole, who, when the OoCpd of Qtriji 
is thus openly blafphemed and reviled, ap<^ 
prove not their Sincerity in the Belief of k^ 
by appearing open and ileady in its Dte- 
fcnGe.— But to return t My 

2. Second Obfervation is, T** hat as dnaf^ 
fiftcd Reafon ha« never yet pretended to fet 
lis any Religion of its own ; but M^fcind 
have in all Ages and Countries expedled, 
in the falfeft Religions, that they whom 
they Wor{hi{^)cd would teach them theif 
Religion themfcltes; fo it has pleafed tb* 

Al- 
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4Mmi^ty to coaipl; With that Expedadon^ 
aodaiftuaily t9 Fovoal every ttue Ridigioii» 
which has ever prevailed among Mankind* 
In the (hort Narraitivte we have of the 
World htioct the Floods vre are foUy ip-* 
ft^ruyed^ that The God of JEJeaven was 
pleafed to cOnverib fiiequently with the Sona 
of Mbo J and it is fiifficiedtLy evident^ that 
tiie V^ of vTotfliippjng Him by SacriSces^ 
idlich then prevailed^ was appointed by 
Himfelf* And after the Flood, it is as ex- 
pseisly declared, that Hla Commmiicationa 
were htapM^^ \m RevektioMclear^ to the 
Falriarch^ 3 till the Jemfh Inftituuon b&« 
Ipix to take Place by His Commaftd : To 
Hrhieh I need not add, t)iat ftom diat tioMi' 
to this, the Cbri^an only has &ccecded« 
This Account of the State of true Religion 
in all the firft Ages of the World, tsgivea 
us in the oldeft and moft aitdientic Recordli 
that are extant in k ;. and it is not begging 
the Quefiion o£ Revelation, to quote thtf 
Waitings ofMfep in proof of thefe Fads > 
bteaufe this is only confidcring him as am 
aocieht and credible HiftOrian^ which Ho 
/enjSiie Unbeliever will pretend to difpcore* 
4mi from him therefore we may juftly con- 
clude. 
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clude^ that true Religion has been matter 
of pofitive Inftitution from the Beginning 
of Time. ' 

And upon the whole, it may, I hope^ 
have been in fome meafure made appear, 
that the great Queftions concerning Reli- 
gious Worfliip are of fuch a Nature, that 
it is paft Man's Underftanding fatisfadorily 
to refolve them ; that, in faft, unaffifted 
Reafon has never yet pretended to refolve 
them by its own Strength or Authority; but 
has always kid Claim to Infpiration, to 
fupport all Innovations in Religion ; that 
Men have, in all Ages and Nations of the 
World, expected that thofe whom they 
worfliipped would reveal themfelves to 
them ; thaj The True God has all along heea 
pleafed to comply with this Expeiffation,' 
in the Religions He has eflablifhed ; and 
that when human Reafon has aded in reli- 
gious Matters without His AlBflance, the 
Cdnfequence only has been, to authorize 
and eftablifh the groflefl Corruptions, vilefl: 
Superftitions^ and moft abominat)ie Pol- 
lutions^ under the facred Name of Reli- 
gion. 

Sudv 
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Such is the Nature of the Thing, and 
fach has ever been the Matter of &£t : 
From whence I might.draw many Condu^ 
iions in relation to the Fdly and Madnefs, 
OS well as, Wickedneis, of . tiuife Men, who 
pretend to perfuade us to gxv^ up ourifelycs 
to {o vrcok and fo depravpd a Guide ; and to 
x^cQ: an Inflitution, which is the wiieft 
9od moft gracjdbs, the moil perfed in. it- 
&lf, and thfi beft adapted for the preient 
nsxd future Happinefe of M)2P, that 9ver was 
vx)uchfa£6d to the World. But I (hall con- 
dude with only inferring theft two plain 

I. The Neceffity of a Diviqe Revelatjop, 
in order to give us any Affurance of H<?pe 
or Peace in religious Duties. And 

Zf Tk^ gr^t Goodnefs of God in all 
Ages, in giving Men (onxt clear JDifcoveries 
pfHisWiU. 

. I, Firft, the Nicceffity of a Divine Reve- 
lation, in prdeir to give us any Affurance of 
Hope or Peace in religious Duties. No- 
thing but the ^ejlimmf of Hbe Lord can be 
Jure^ in what relates to His own Decrees* 
He alone can fpeak Peace to the contrite % 
and give the penitent a well-grounded Con- 
JH fidcncc 
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fidence that his Sihs (hall be forgiven him* 
The Words of Men arc but as Wind ; they 
cannot help bim that is without Power ^ or 
fave the Arm that has no Strength. But the 
Words of The Lord are infallible Words ; His 
Declarations cannot be relied on with too 
much Confidence; and in the midftof the 
greateft Trouble, they will comfort, and they 
vnWrefreJh the Soul. Whereas, without them, 
wretched Man has no Support, has no Por- 
tion but Terror y and a dreadful looking Jor of 
yudgment. And fince fo great was our Nc- 
ceffity, and fince The Father of Mercies has 
been pleafed to comply with it ; we cannot 
furely, in the 

> 2, Second and laft Place, be too thankful 
to Him, for His Goodnefs in giving Men in 
all Ages fome clear Difcoveries of His Will. 
How great is the Happinefs of having Ac- 
ccfs to an infallible Code of Laws, to guide 
our Feet in the Paths of Righteoufnefs ! 
How great the Comfort^ of being affured 
by a Voice from Heaven, that our God 
will heal the Sick, and bind up the Broken- 
hearted ? 

• Let us then continually praife Him for His 
loving Kindnefs ; and meditate in the Sa- 
cred 
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cred Volumes He has given us^ Day and 
Night. Let us for ever thank Him for His 
moft gracious Declarations of His Will; 
and let our Bibles^ as they ought, be dearer 
to us than our Lives ! Let us ready mark^ 
leartiy and inwardly digeji tAem; tbatfo 
by Patience and Comfort of His Holy Word^ 
we may embrace and ever boldfaji that blef- 
Jed Hope of everlqjiing Life^ wbicb He has 
given us in our Lord and Saviour Jefiis 
arijt! Which, ficc. 
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The Nature, Extent, and Reafons 
" of the Duty of Prayer. 

SE R M o N V. 

« 

I T H E S S. V. 17. 
Pray without ceajing. 

THE Duty of Prayer, in general, is 
the Did:ate of unaffifted Reafon, as 
well as the pofitive Cbmmand of revealed 
Keligion. The Attributes and the Works 
of God entitle Him to it ; and the dependent 
State of Man requires it. The Power of the 
One, and the Weaknefs of the other, imply 
an abfolute Dependence ; and that Depend- 
ence implies it to be the true Intereft, and 
confequently the Duty of Man to pay it. 
His Beneficence, and our Obligations, de- 
mand from us the Tribute of Praifc and 
Thankfgiving ; and what fo reafonable, 
as to apply to Him for Redrefs in a cala- 
H 4 mitous 
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mitous State, Whom by happy Experi* 
ence we have found to be moft willing, 
as well as iboft able, to relieve us* Sihcte 
He is The God that bearetb Prayers^ Com- 
tn^n Senfe will teach us, that to Himjhtmld 
all Flejh come. 

And as this Duty hts the Dldate$« of 
Reafon to Vduch for it, Revelation has in all 
Ages concurred in eftablifhing the Neceflity 
of it In the Ghriftiafn Scbeine it beai!s a 
great Part. Our Lord and Matter, though 
God of God, was Himfclf, when cloathcd 
with our Flefh, frequent in the Difchargp 
df it ; and His Apoftles ever laid great Str efe 
upon it. St. Paul in particutar hot only 
takes the Duty for granfed, as in the Texts 
but, in declaring the Extent of it, fcems, 
at firft fight, to enlarge it beyond its juft 
Bounds. He is not content with adviiin^ 
hi^ Tbejfalonians not to negled fo noble an 
Employment, but appears to exped, that 
they fliould give themfelves up wholly to 
it. Pf'ay^ fays he, and that mtimt ceaf^ 
ing. In fpeakbg to thefe Words, I (hall 
confider, 

I. Firft, 



Digitized 



by Google 



S E R M O N V. 105 

I. Firft, The Nature and Cxtetit of this 
Duty of Prayer, And, 

IL Secondly^ Enquire into the Reafons 
why fb much Strefs is laid upon it in 
the Gofpel. 

t Firft, As to the Nature of this Duty, 
its PerfeSlion cenfifts in the Elevation of 
the H6art, and the Refignation of the Will, 
to God J and in approaching Him with filial 
Reverencerand Submiffions in a word, in 
confidering what He is, and what we are, 
aud in acting accordingly. He, the Su- 
pitme Lord of all Things, Eternal, Infi- 
nite. We, though the EmanatfOTS of His 
f owcr and Goodnefs, worfe with regard to 
Him, than if we had never been; in a State 
oiFEntaityro, andRebeHron agamft. Him. 
'V^hait Humility, then, can be great enough 
for Ibdh a Being in fuch a State? How can 
the Soul of Man demean itfelf enough m 
its Addreffes to Him ?— He, the Father that 
hath conduced, fed, fupported, cheriflied 
us, from file Birth to the prefent Moment. 
Wfe, Wi People, and the Sheep of His P^- 
Jiure\ in ourielves, helplefsj and without 

Him, 
4 
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Him, deftitutc and loft. With what filial 
Reverence and Dependence fhould we, then, 
approach Him? With what Submiflion 
and Hope commit all our Concerns to Him, 
and caft all our Care upon Him^ WhothxnB 
caretbjor us ? — He, Veracity and Immutabi- 
lity itfelf, and The Author 6{ great andpre^ 
cious Promijes. We, raifed from Terror and a 
dreadful Looking-for of Judgment y to the glo- 
rious Hope and Expedation of future Mercy^ 
And with what Dependence and Gratitude, 
then, (hould we pray unto Him ? With 
how deep a Senfe of His Goodnefs, with 
how ftrong a Confidence in His Truth, 
with what Joy in believing, with what aa 
Affurance of Hope ? — In a word. He, our 
Redeemer, our Sanftifier, our Cfomfprter : 
We, redeemed from Death and Sin, and^ 
through His Grace and unfpeakable Boun-^ 
ties, advanced to the Adoption of Sons, and 
made the Heirs of God, and Joint-heirs of 
Heaven with The Lord Cbriftjefus. With 
what Defirc and Love^ then, (hould we 
pour out our Hearts before Him ? With ' 
what earneft Longings and Defires of coming 
into His Prefence ? With what Admiration 
of His Perfeflions ? With what paflionate 

Afpirings 
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Askings and Breathings after Him? With 
what elevated Conceptions of His Benefi- 
cence ? With what lively Impreflions of His 
Love on our Minds ? and with what 
Warmth of AfFedlion, and earneft Zeal for 
Him and His Glory ? 

Such^ in a greater or lefs Degree, ihould 
be the Humility, the Refignation, the Faith, 
the Affurance, the Fervency, and the Love 
of every Chriftian in his Addrefles to God. 
Such is the Duty of Chriftian Prayer, and 
its QjmHfic^tions. And our Apoflle here tells 
us the Extent of it, when he requires us 
to pray without ceafing. But it muft cer- 
tainly be contrary to the Apoftle's Meaning, 
to uQderfland him in a ilrid: literal Senfe i 
as if either the Whole of our Duty confifl- 
ed in Prayer, or we were to do nothing 
elfe but difcharge it ; becaufe fuch an Inter- 
pretation contradicts both theNature of God 
and Man* It is contrary to tlie Nature of 
God to require Impoflibili ties, or, all things 
confidered. Incongruities, of HisCreatures ; 
as alfo to take one Duty for another, and 
much lefs a Part for the Wholo* It. is 
entertaining injurious Opinions of Him, to 
imagine, that our Emptinefs can add any 

thing 
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fbin^ to Hk Futtitefe^ oar Praifo (xtimA- 
HatioHs toHis Gk>ry > or that Hekibbjedrfo 
hfum^n Infirmities. And it is !is contrary to tbe 
Nature of Man, to itipf)ore him capable of 
continual Application of Mind to aifty one 
Subjedt, or to fuppofe him not to be ^ncom- 
pafled with Wants, or not placed in va- 
rious Relations to his Brethren. His Mind 
muft have its Relaxations and Reft, or be 
will never think at all to any Purpofe. 
His relative Duties to Man muft be di^ 
charged, as well as thofe to God^ his 
Wants rtioft be foppKcd, his Wcaknefe 
cheri(hed, and nec^fl^ry Refre(hmcnts asnd 
Recreations taken in their Turn, or he will 
foon moulder into his original Duft ; aDd 
it will foon appear, that to be in the ftridteft 
Senie ever employed in doing one things 
w>lt be in Reality doing nothing. To^of 
mtbout ceafingy then, muft be underftood 
in a qualified Senfe : And the Reftri£Uon% 
which parallel Paflages of Scripture,' as weft 
as the Reafon of the Thing, feem to lay 
upon it, arethefe. 

I. To pray without ceafing may imply 
the keeping up in our Minds a conftanC 
Senfe of the Importance of this Duty;, the. 

living. 
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Ityjngt as much a$ txuy be» under continual 
4tfid 0^oog ApprefaoDfion^ of Tbp Divine 
Prcfence, wherever wc arc, or vrl^evcr 
we are a^t^ find {be being ready mi di£- 
pofcd to break owt into AQs of Pevotion, 
or apply oorfelve^ formally ai^d^ftridly to 
theca, whenever proper Opporlwwi^s offer; 
aod when k is confiftent wiijb th^e Ptipharge 
of ol^r Duties, This k Hkh g State of 
Miady as is c9BfiAent with any Cpndition 
^f Life, from thi? higheft to the loweft ; 
aod confequcnt^y may be attained by eve- 
ry Chriftian, be the Portion of put ward 
things here allptted him^ what \t will. 
The mcaneft M*n, ^ven whilft 4ifeharging 
the Joweft Offices^ n^ay entertain jufi Sen- 
timents of Htra Who made and redeemed 
hi» ; may be vexy fcnfible, that, how- 
ever Man may treat him. The Eye of Pro- 
vidence fees throuj^ theOhfcurity that fur- 
rounds him^ beholds the Labours of fajs 
Hapds^ and will gracioufiy accept and rc- 
wacd the lioneft Simplicity and Integrity of 
his Heart -, mdiy be well affurcd, thait his Por- 
tion is allotted hinj by The Wifeft and Beft 
Judge of what is moft proper fgr him ; and 
iencepurfue his Toils with a chearful Sub- 

miflion 
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miffion to The Divine Will. And he may 
be ever ready to return Thanks for what he 
is, and may be, and implore the Continu- 
ance of the Divine Mercy and Protection in 
the beft Manner that he can. The greateft 
Prince, when employed in themoft noble 
A&By the Adminiilration of Juftice, or the 
Prefervation of whole Kingdoms, may re- 
member ; that He iTmt is Higher than the 
higbeft regardetb^ and is ever with him j may 
confider himfelf only as an Inftrameht in 
the Hands of God, to promote the Hap- 
pinefs of Mankind $ and continually retain 
awful and reverential Notions of Him, to 
Whom all Hearts are open, all Defircs 
known, and from Whom no Secrets are 
hid J may be humble in Spirit, however ex- 
alted in Station ; fill his Mind with deep 
Impreffiohs of the Divine Superintendency 
and Direction ; and often teflify his Grati- 
tude and Dependance in fecret and open A6ls 
of Praife and Adoration. The moft Ignorant 
may know and remember, that he alfo is 
always in the Sight of his God. And the 
moft truly Learned have the moft Reafon 
to refolve all their Philofophy and Abilities 
into Emanations of Divine Goodneis ; and 

ought 
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ought to have the firongeft as well as 
clearcft Conceptions of the Power, Wifdom, 
and Prefence of The Almighty, And what 
is all this, but one Ad: of Piety, however 
varied in the outward Expreffions of it? 
What is a Life led under a deep and affed- 
ing Sen/e of thefe things, but one continued 
Series of Devotion, through the whole 
Courfe of it ? When the Mind is ftrongly 
imprefled with thefe Sentiments, and they - 
operate powerfully upon, and govern the 
Heart ; the Man is in an habitual State of 
Devotion, however his Hands, or Tongue, 
or Thoughts may, at different Seafons, be 
employed. And as it is every Man's Duty 
to make himfelf as fenfible as he can of 
The Divine Prefence, and aft and think as 
fuitably as may be to it; this may be juft- 
ly deemed one Senfe, in which the Apoftle 
requires all Men to pray without ceafing. 
And becaufe this State of Mind itfelf is the 
Work of The Divine Spirit, and cannot 
be acquired without Him ; St. Paul muft 
therefore mean, 

- 2. Secondly, A Conftancy in exprefsand 
formal Ads of Devotion on all proper Oc- 
caiions. It is allowed) that Ads of Bene- 
ficence 
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ficence and Charity, and even the Offices 
of a juft Calling are Parte of a Man's Duty, 
as well as his Prayers. But then it is as 
certain, that Prayer is as much a Duty as 
any ctther, and a Duty of more Importance 
than moft. And, therefore, the Difcharge of 
kfler, can never cancel the Obligations of 
greater Duties ; nor can our Concern for any 
Offices, vi^hich wc owe to Man in any Rda* 
tion, excuie our wil&i Negledlof the Wor- 
ihip due to God ; much \c& can thelmper* 
tinencies or Vanities of Life, a Lasanefs of 
Difpofuion, or Li^effneis of Temper, al- 
leviate the Folly and Imf»ety of negkding 
our Addreilbs to Him« This were pkadii^ 
one Crime in excuie £3r another, and ad- 
ding to the Guilt of both. Ads of Devo- 
tion, then, muft have dieir Periods, as well 
as other things, and be duly attended and 
difcharged. Their Returns muft be fre- 
quent, and we as conftant as may be in theJfe 
Returns, How often Aefe Aould be, muft 
be left to private Judgment; thcDetermina** 
tion of the Queftion muft depend on the 
Circumftances peculiar to every one's Sta- 
tion in the World ; and every Man's Ccmx- 
fcience will tell hijn, if fincerely aj(kcd, 

whether 
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Whether he has been fufficiently regard- 
ful, or criminally negligent, of this Bafis 
of all Chriftian Perfedion. At leaft, it is 
certain, that if he has not been JrequeNt ^nd 
conjiant in his Application, both in public 
and private, to it \ if he does not ordinari- 
ly and regularly begin and end every Day 
with Applications and Addrcfles to the 
Throne of Grace j if he does not, on every 
Lord's Day at leaji^ attend the Service of 
the Sanduary, unlefs Calls of Neceffity 
or Charity prevent his Attendance ; he can- 
not be faid, in any tolerable Senfe, to pray 
without ceajing. Again^ 

3. Thirdly, We mulfl likev^ife add to 
our Conftancy^ Perfevcrance, if we would 
attain to our Apoftle's Meaning. Prayer 
is not to be the Exercife of a fudden Fit 
of Devotion, or the lingering away an idle 
Hour which hangs heavily upon us, and 
we know not what to do with ; but a re- 
gular and fteady Courfe of Ads of Ad- 
oration and Praife to the End of Life. No 
fancied inward Difcouragements are fo to 
ilop us 5 no pretended Growth in Virtue fo 
to exalt us ; no outward Calamitie&^fo to de- 
jed s no Flow of profpcrous Events fo to 
I intoxicate 
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intoxicate as -, as to make us think oiir&lvet 
too good, or too bad, too littk, ov too great; 
to be obliged to purfue it. The gracious 
End of our Creation was HappineTs; that 
Happincfs is not to be attained widK>ut Ap- 
plications to the Throne of Grace. Prayer 
is one neceffary Means of it s and in order 
to attain it, or grow up to it, it will al- 
ways be a Duty to prajf ^without ceqfing in 
this Senfe, that is, to perfevere ileadily and 
fervently in our devout Addreflfes to God, 
till He takes us to Himfelf. And indeed the 
Chriftian, who can think (lightly of this 
noble Exercife, who cither can lazily and 
perfundlorily difcharge it, or fancy himfelf 
incapable of being benefited by it, muftr 
know very litrie of the Duty, lefs of the 
Spirit, and, furely, nothing at all of the 
Comforts, of his Religion, Which may ap- 
pear by proceeding, 

II. Secondly, To enquire into the Rea- 
fons why fo much Strefs is laid upon this 
Office of Prayer in the Gofpel. And thefe 
are, becaufe it is the Duty, the Privilege, 
and the Hlippinefs of Chriftians ; and becaufe 
it is perfeftive of all Chriftian Graces. 

One 
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One Reafon is, becaufe Prayer is the inn 
^difpenfable Duty of Chriftians ; it is found- 
-ed, as we have feen, in the Nature of 
.God and Man ; it is the pofitivc Conai. 
tnand of our Lord, and is itfelf a necet- 
fary means of Virtue and Happinefs. There 
never was, nor indeed can be, ai^y Rel^icAi 
without it. By this is maintained the Ih- 
tercourfe between Heaven and Earth j 
and as all the Duties of Natural Religi- 
on are raifed and confirmed by the Go- 
fpel, fo is that of Prayer eftabliftied on the 
firmeft Bafis. It is built on the fureft and 
inoft lafting Principles, the Will of our 
Heavenly Father, and its Tendency to our 
prefent and . future Blifs j not on any fan- 
cied Merit or Efficacy in the Repetition of 
the fame Words or Defires ; nor on the bla- 
fphemous Imputation of human Weaknefs* 
to Infinite Pcrfe<ftion ; but upon the Divine 
Commandment : not on a vain Suppofitioil, 
that we can by any mere Intreaties or Im- 
portunities prevail on The Immutable and 
Unchangeable God, to alter the fecretPur- 
pofes of His Will ; but on a weli-gromded 
Affurance, that thefe are fome of His Pur- 
pofes. That He will giw His Holy Spirit 
to thofe that feek to Him for it 5 That if 
I 3 we 
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we would avoid Temptation, we iriuft 
ivatch and pray againft it ; That if we 
would get Wifdom, we muft afk it. Thefe 
are as unchangeable Decrees as any other ; 
and it is furcly but juft and reafonable, that 
they, who would obtain the Blefling, ftiould 
be indifpenfably obliged to feek it, in the 
Form and Manner which the Donor has 
•prefcribed. The Compliance of an unjuft 
Judge with an importunate Widow's Re- 
qucft, was indeed parabolically propofed by 
our Blefled Saviour, to teach us to be con- 
ftant, and perfevere in our Prayers, and not 
to faint in them, that is, leave them ojfFas 
unprofitable ; but the Parable holds chiefly, 
if not wholly, with regard to the Event. 
. As certainly as the Judge avenged this trou- 
blefome Woman j iofurely will God avenge 
bis EleSly who cry' Day and Night before 
Him; and the Af(?r^/ of the Parable is, that 
we (hould from thence learn to depend on 
His Veracity and Truth, and refblutely per- 
fevere in our Duty, in full Aflurance that 
He will, in His own Time, hear us, though 
He bear long wltb us. 

Another Reafon, why fo much Strefs is 

laid on Prayer in the Gofpel, is, that it not 

4 only 



Digitized 



by Google 



S E R M O N V. 117 

Only is our indifpenfable Duty, but our Privi- 
lege. If the Gofpcl State be a State of Co- 
venant between God and Man ; if The Blef- 
fed Jefm be The Author and Mediator of 
that Covenant 5 and if the Sacraments He has 
inftituted be the Signs and Seals of it j then 
muft they, who are thus figned and fealed, 
be entitled to its Privileges 5 and one of 
thefe Privileges is, that through Cbrift we 
have Accefs by One Spirit unto The Father. 
Men, in their natural and corrupted State, 
areeftranged and alienated from God. Their 
unremitted Sins feparate between them and 
their Maker, and in the Language of the 
Scriptures, remove them j^r off from Him. 
No wonder therefore, that they fliould not 
dare approach Him, but vainly feek to their 
fellow Creatures to intercede ; and in their 
Approaches exprefs the grcateft Doubts, 
Fears, and Uncertainties. But The Bleffed 
Jefus has taken down this Pajtition Wall, 
has freed us from that Spirit of Bondage and 
Fear, and has given us The Spirit of Adop- 
tion, whereby we approach Him with the 
Cqnfid^npe qf Children, and cry^ Abba^ 
Father. And this Affurance is the Boldnefs 
fo much infifted on in the New Tejiament^ as 
a great Advantage of the Chriftiaa Church ; 
I 3 and 
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and as a ftrong Motive to the £i^uQ&t 
Exercife of this Duty of Prayer, In Cbriji^ 
fays 5/. Foul to the Mpbefi0i»\ we bav0 
Boldness and Accbss 'zef^/ACoNFiDENCB 
iy the Fmtb of Him j or in other Words; 
noe have Liberty to approach God toitk Con* 
Jldence by the Faiih wbkb we have in Bmi 
^^Havit^fuchan High Prie^^ fays the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews ^ Let us come boldly 
to tbe TtbroH^ of Grace ^ ; and agaiov 
Having Boldnbss to enter into the Holiefi 
by tbe Blood of Jefus^ let us draw near 
with a true Hteart and full A(}urance of 
Faith''. We have then a Right of A-qccft 
to God, through The Merits of The Iinn»r 
culate Lamb ; we are preffed carnefliy to 
exercife this Rights and are commanded: to 
be frequent io it, to give us the jufler No- 
tions of the Importance of it. Privileges, not 
ufed, make very faint Impreffions on the 
Mind, and feldom infpire it with ahy deep 
Senfe of Gratitude ; whereas the more any 
Advantage is enjoyed, the more ftrongly it 
operates on the Soul, revives, and quickens 
thofe Sqntiments of Love which are due to 
the Author. 

■ Chap, iii, i8. ? Hcb. iv. lo. * Chap. x. 19 — o^^ 

And 
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And this I take to be one Rcafon, 
why our Lord requires us to fray aU 
ways^ and His Apoftle to pray without 
ceafirtg. Our Privilege is a Right of /w/«^- 
diate Accefs to The Father y Whom the of- 
tefler ^e approach, the more fenfible fhall 
we be of our Obligations to The Son. And 
we may juft remark, how far it is confiftent 
with a juft Senfe of this Privilege, to draw 
nigh to Mim through any Creature, it high- 
ly concerns thofe impartially to confider, 
who are ever applying to His Throne, by 
other Interceflbrs, than The One Mediator 
between God and Man, The Lord Cbriji 
Jefus. 

3. A Third Reafon, why the Duty of 
Prayer is fo much prefled upon us in the Go- 
fpel, is; that it is our Happinefs. It often hap- 
pens, that Men are encompaffed and loaded 
with fuch a weight of Calamities, that either 
all human Affiftance is out of reach, or, if at- 
tainable, proves weak and infignificant ; and 
then, unlefs they can have Recourfe to the 
Comforts of Religion, they muft be utterly 
deftitute. They have nothing to do but to 
give themfelves up for loft, and endeavour 
to bury themfelves in Infenfibility and Ob- 
I 4 livion. 
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livion. And what are thefe Comforts of 
Religion, but ^ firm Belief of its i^cred 
Truths ; an humble Confidence in the Good- 
nefs of God j and a vigorous Exertion of 
thefe Virtues, by a Refignation of ourfe^^es 
to Him, in all the Adts of Devotion ? ^n the 
ipoft profperous State, a Chajoge foon may, 
apd ere long will come ; and whenever that 
ihall happen, the moft rich and powerful 
will find themfelves altogether at a Lofs for 
a Support, if they cannot with fonle Aflur- 
ance have Recourfe to Him, Who gives and 
takes away, in Piayer and Adoration. Nay, 
even in the Day of Profperity itfelf, how 
low and empty muft all fenfual Enjoyments 
be to a wife Man, in comparifon of the 
Satisfadlions that will flow into his Soul, 
from rejoicing in The Lord^ zndi joying in The 
Qod of his Salvation f How languid and 
lifclefs, how fading and unfatisfadory all 
other Pleafures, when fet in Competition 
with the inward Tranfports of a Mind ex- 
preffing its Senfe of Infinite Mercy, in hum- 
ble Praife and devout Thankfgivings ! The 
good Man then has a fare Recourfe for 
Comfort in the Day of Diftrefs, and fupc^ 
rior Gratifications to any outward Emolu^ 

ments 
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Uients in the greateft Profperity; and all 
this, in his Addrefles to Heaven j either in 
pouring out his Heart to God, and laying 
open his Complaints before Him ; or in the 
Pfalmift's conftant Pradice of afcribing all 
to His Bounty, placing all his Dependance 
on His Favour, and, either .in the Temple 
or the Clofet, continually giving Him 
Thanks with his whole Heart, And if Men 
are utter Strangers to this j if all this be 
Jargon and Enthufi^^fm to them, and they 
can tafte none of thefe Joys ; it is becaufq 
their Sins have feparated between them and 
their God, and they have not fought him as 
they ought. Let them break off their Sins 
by Righteoufnefs, and their Iniquities by the 
Praftice of univerfal Charity towards God 
and Man 3 and the Promifes of God will be- 
long to them 3 they will have a Right to 
converfe with Him, as with their Father 
and their Friend \ and they will be fenfible, 
that He h^s in Goodnefs required them to 
fray without ceafing^ becaufe it is as well 
their Happinefs as their Duty. 

4. Fourthly and laftly, there is yet another 
Reafon , why fo much Strefs is laid on theDuty 
of Prayer in the Gofpel ^ becaufe it is per- 

feftive 



Digitized 



by Google 



122 S E R M O N V. 
kStWt of all Chridian Graces. The peeo^ 
Bar Graces of the Gofpcl arc Faith, Hope, 
and Charity 5 and every devout and fervent 
Prayer does not only tend to promote thefc 
Virtuee, but k the actual Exercife of them. 
The Addreife itfelf implies a Faith in Hint 
to Whom it is madfe 5 the Fervency of it is 
founded in firto Dependence on His Pro- 
mifes and Veracity ; and its Relignatbn, in 
an Admiration of His Goodnefs, and a Love 
of His Infinite Perfedions. And whoever 
is grovnng m thefe Graces, muft, with due 
Care and Application, make a proportion- 
able Progrefs in all other Virtues, and the 
fubduing thefe Lufls that war againfl; the 
SouL Humility is fo nearly allied to De- 
votion, that they arc almoft fynon)rmous 
Terms* Heavenly-mindednefs, that is, the 
raifing our Hearts from this World to a 
better, 2ind Jetting our jiffeSiions on Things 
above ^ not on Things on the Earthy muft be 
the EfFefl: of converfing often writh God in 
Prayer; and univerfal Charity and Bene- 
volence to Men muft be improved and 
heightened, by every fincere Ad: and Ex- 
ercife of Love to God. So that Prayer, by 
its natural Tendency, as v^rell as by I)ivine 

Appoint- 
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Appcuntment^ and Blefling^ and drawing 
dovrn the Aids of The Holy Spirit^ is a ne- 
ce&ry means cf aflifting us » going on to 
Cbriftiam Perfe£bon* It wi^ improve oar 
good Di6poGtimis inta Habits of Yirtiie;. it 
will ffarengthenour Weaknefs^ aodconfima 
our Strength;, aqd the EameAoeis, with 
which it is prefibdr upon usy is^ therefore, 
icfelf sjst InflaiKC of the Riches of that 
Goodnefsy which is wonderfoUy c&^yed 
throaghonA the whole Oecooomy of oar 
Salvadonw 

To conclude^ then^ fiicb is the Nature; 
fuch the Extent, and fiich the Reafenable- 
Bcfc of this Chriftian Duty. Its Perfedlioii 
eonfiOs in a refigned Will^. and zn inflamed 
Heart; its Obligationextendstothe frequent 
and conftant Difcharge of it ; and its £x* 
pediency, or rather Neseffily., in order to 
our Peace andTranquillifty, and Growth in 
Grace, render us utterly inexculablc, if we 
negled it. From all which I would only 
draw this fingje Inference ; That as no- 
thing can make up for the Contempt of it, 
and as he muft be very litde more than a 
nominal Chriftian,who can be content with- 
out it ; fo there is nothing in the Nature 

of 
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of at, or in the Chriftian Manner of en- 
joining it, which can excufe our placing the 
Whole of our Religion in it, or lead us to 
think, that our Attendance upon this, will 
excufe our Negle(3: of other Duties. It is 
required of us, not as a Benefit to the Al- 
mighty, but to ourfelves, and a Means to 
qualify us for other things : We are taught, 
that all Ads of Sacrifice are to give way to 
thofe of Mercy, when both cannot be per- 
formed; and the general Rule of Pradice, 
with regard to the Frequency of Prayer, 
feems, therefore, to be this; That we ought 
fo to attend upon it, as will beft prepare, 
qualify, and aflift us for and in the other Du- 
ties we owe to God,our Neighbours, and our- 
felves ; and that we ought fo to regulate all 
our other Duties and Concerns, of whatever 
kind, as to leave ourfelves Time and Op- 
portunities enough to join often in this Ad 
of Communion with the Saints on Earth, 
and to difcharge the Obligation, and enjoy 
the Happinefs of Converfing daily with The 
God of Heaven, and becoming acquainted 
with Him in Privacy and Retirement. 
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The Nature of w-orfliipping God - 
in Spirit and in Truth. 

SERMON VI. 

JOHN iv. 23. 
But the Hour cometby and now /y, 
when the true WorJhtfpersJhaU 
worjhtp The Father in Spirit and 
in Truth : For The Father feeketb 
fuch to worjhtp Htm. 

TH E Woman of Stellar cm: Sicbem^ in 
theCountry of Samaria^ with whom 
we find our Blefled Saviour converfing in 
this Chapter (and who by, the Circum- 
ftances of this Story leems to defervc a bet- 
ter Character than (he is generally fuppofed 
to have had) no fooner difcovers Him to be 
a Prophet, but (be defires Him to refolve 
the great Queftion, upon which the reci- 
procal Hatred of the Jews and Samaritans 

was 
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was in a great meafure founded. She de-^ 
fires Him to inform her, whether Mount 
Gerizim in Samaria^ or Mount Zion in JU^ 
dea^ was the true Place which God had 
chofen to put His Name there j and confe- 
quently, whether the Worihip paid by the 
Jews in the Temple on the one Mduntain, 
or that paid by the Samaritans on the 
other, was moft acceptable to God, and 
that which He did require. To which our 
Lord anfwers, That the Samaritans did not 
fufficiently underftand even The Objcdt of 
their Worftiip ; whereas the true Know- 
ledge both of Him and His Religion was 
to be learnt only from the Jews. Te Sama-- 
ritans ivorjloip ye know not what ^ we know 
what we worjhip ; for Salvation^ or, the 
faving Knowledge of TheTrue God and HJb 
True Religion, is oj the Jews \ And, left 
fhe (hould be led by this Determination in 
Favour of the Jews^ to conceive too high 
an Opinion even of their Worftiip, and 
think it unalterable ) our Gracious Re* 
deemer is pleafed to inform her further in 
the Words of the Text, that the Time was 
coming, yea already. come, when the Wor- 

" Chap. V. 22, 
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fliip of God (hould neither be confined to 
any Time or Place, whether in 'Judea or 
Samaria^ nor confift in the prefent Rites 
and Obfervances of eithcir People; but 
Ihould be acceptably offered up to God at 
any Time, and in any part of the World, 
provided it was direded to its proper Ob- 
jeA, and paid with i true and fincere Heart. 
But the Itme cometb, and now is^ when the 
true Worjhippersjhallworjhip The Father in 
Spirit and in Truth : For The Father feek^ 
eth or requirethy^^A to worjhip Him ; that 
is. He from this time commandeth all, who 
would worlhip Him as they ought, to wor- 
ihip Him in that manner. So that thefe 
Words feem plainly to contain a (hort and 
comprehenfive Defcription of the Nature 
and^ Manner of Chriftian Wor(hip, as it was 
to be eftabliflied by Him, Who was then 
tx>me to preach it to the World, and as it 
was to ftand diftinguifhed both from the 
Jewi/h and the Samaritan. The Hour 
cometb^ fays He *, when ye Jball neither in 
this Mountain nor at Jerufalem, worjhip The 
Father ; that is, when neither the Worflbip 
that you pay Him here, or the Jews there, 
» Chap. V. aa. 

K ihail 
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ihall be the Worfbip th^t He will ^p^ipt 
and accept ; but it 0iaU be of a different 
kind, and offered up to Him iii a djifpreot 

: way, it (hall be a Worfhip in Spirit and in 
Trtdtb^ for fucb He will require. f^ow> 4i\ 
order the better tp underfland the Nature of 

. this our Chriftian Worfhip, and die Mean- 
ing and Import of thefe general fexpreflioris, 
it feems neceflary to enquire, 

I. Firfl, to what ihisjpiritualjsind true 
Worfhip is oppofed ; and, 

II. Secondly, Wherein it confifls. 

1. Firfl, we are toconfider, tsr what this 
Jpiritual ztid true Worfhip is oppofed : And 
this Oppofition feems, from the Context, to 
be extended to thefe three Particulafs. 

!• Firft, to all blind and ftupid AdcM^tion,^ 
which is founded in Ignorance either of 
the Objeft or Manner of Divine Worfhip ^ 
which was the cafe of the Samaritans^ 

2. To a purely ritual and ceremonial 
Worfhip ; which was the cafe of the yews. 
And 

3. To all Worfhip, which is wholly, or 
chiefly confined to. Externals, which wa» 
the cafe of both. 

4 I. Firfl, 
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" 1. Fir ft, it is oppofed to all blind and 
fenfelefs Df^votions, which are founded in 
Ignorance either of. The Objedl, or the true 
Manner of Divine Worftiipi which was the 
cafe of the Samaritans. Indeed, for want 
of more particular Accounts rthan we at 
-prefcnt^have of HaQ.Samarifan Worftiip, as 
praftifedin the ,tinae. of our Bleffed Sa- 
viour, it is not fo .certain as might be 
.wi(hedj whether the particular Fads, to 
which our Lord alludes in this Cenfure, re* 

• ^<aed only The Obj^dt or. th^ Manner of 
it » But whether the Crime or Crimes were 
only in one, or in both of thefe Particulars ; 

' the. things condemned feem plainly to be 
the Ignorance, Stupidity^ and Impiety of 

• the: Worfhippers. /The Words, Te worjhip 
ye knew not wbat^ appear at firft -Sight to 
imply, either that they idolatroufly worftiip- 
ped as Gods thofe things that were not fo i 
or that, if they worftiipped The True God, 
they did it in Ignorance of His Attributes, 

, and in Unbeliefs or that they,very inconfift- 
ently and ftupidly,wor(hipped both Him and 
Idols together. But neverthelefs, the Words 
may very juftly, and with good Rejfon, 
.be underftood of \ht. Manner of their Wor- 
K 2 (hip 
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(hip itfclf ; as implying, that though they 
then worfhipped The True God alone, yet 
it was under foch Appearances, or with fuch 
Rites, as (hewed that they did not under- 
(land His Nature ; or at leaft, that they did 
not wor(hip Him in the Way wd Manner 
that He Himfelf had commanded, as the 
yews did ; and therefore, in comparifon of 
the greaterLight, and better authorized Ordi- 
nances of the latter, might juftly be faid not 
to know Him. So that there is Reafon to in- 
terpret the Words in all thefe Senfes 3 and per- 
haps not fufficient grounds abfolutely to re- 
jed cither of them : And whether we ad- 
opt one or all of thefe Interpretations, the 
Import of the Condemnation will ftill in 
EffoS amount to the fame thing, the Ig- 
norance and FaKhood of the Samaritan 
Wotfhip. If they worfliipped Idols or felfe 
Gods, with or without The True God, their 
Crime was the Idolatry and Faljhood of that 
Worfhip. They, in the Language of the 
Prophets made Lies their Refuge \ If they 
worlhipped the True God, without know- 
. ing Him, or under fuch Appearance, or in 
fuch a Manner as was unworthy of Him ; 
» Kai. xxviii. 35, 

their 
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their Crimes were that Ignorance which 
they might have removed, and the Indig- 
nities they offered Hin^, becaufe of fuch 
their Ignorance. And the Chriftian Wor- 
fliip is oppofed both to their Ignorance and 
their Errors ; and* is on thefe Accounts 
ftiled a Worfliip in Truth. It is a Wor- 
(hip paid to the True God, and to Him 
only, in Oppofition to all falje Objedls of 
Adoration : It is a Worfhip founded in a 
true Knowledge of this True God, in Op- 
pofition to all erroneous and miftaken ways 
of approaching Him : It is a Worftiip truly 
fuitable to His Divine Nature and Attri- 
butes, and therefore worthy of Him, and 
well-pleafing to Him : And it is a Wor- 
fliip paid Him in the true Manner which 
He Himfelf requires, that is, with* a true 
and fincere Heart. 

And from hence it may be obferved, 
that they, who would become fuch Wor- 
fliippers of The Father as He feeks under 
the Chriftian Difpenfation, muft firft in- 
form themfelves aright of His Nature and 
Attributes, and then apply themfelves to 
Him, in the way that is moft agreeable to 
that Knowledge. So that Ignorance can 
K 3 • never 
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never be the Mother of a right Chriftian 
Pevotion, can never tend to iraprovfe it. 
Of Superftition and numberlefs Errors, it 
may be, and is, the Parent ; but the pioiis 
Chriftian, who w^ould |je truly devout, muft 
build his Devotion on a true Knowledge of 
Chriftian Truths i and muft offer up His 
Praifes and Adorations in the way, thiat tHe 
Sacred Writers of the New ^eftameiit re- 
quire. He muft firft know What Be wor^ 
Jhipi 5 and then worftiip Him, as in Truth 
He is. And as the /piritual 2S\d true Won 
(hip of a Chriftian is thus oJ)pofed to Tgrio^ 
' ranee and Error, eitlier as to The Objed or 
the Manner of it, fo is it likewrfe 

2. To a purely ritual and ceremonial 
Worftiip, fuch as was tTiat of the "Jews. 
The Rites arid Cere'mdnres of the Jewijh 
JL,aw, had their Ufe and Neceflity, vO^hen 
inftituted by God, and were well adapted 
to the Purpofes for which He defigned 
them. But when The Mejftah was corrie, 
?nd had fulfilled them 5 thdfe Reafona 
feafcd, apd the Things themfelves, from 
being ferviceable, became noxious and pre^ 
iudicial to' the true Religion. Great Num- 
bers of Rites ^hd e^^ternal Qbfervanccs are 
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Kke Clogs and Fetters upon the Soul. They 
employ tlie l^ind tocJ much oh them- 
fetves, and' diviirt^ it from attending to- 
tlie more'' weighty and'impoftanr Mat- 
ters 6r the Divine Law.' They' natu- 
rally l^d Mfri to acquiefcfe in thefe Ce-' 
reidi6nres','and. to think themfelvcs* better 
and. fafer tKan others, purely bri their ac-^ 
count. l^heylikeWrfe terid tolnftil very un- 
worthy ScntimehtsolTThe God Who is wor- 
fbipped, as if lie delighted in vain and tri- 
fling things, or could be pleafed with Ppmp 
and Oftentation, or was confined to. Time 
or Place, ' And thefe beiuj^ diredly contrary 
to the**pefign and Tendency o( the Chri- 
flian podVine, it was neceflafy* that "the 
Clj^riftian Worfhip tfiould be purified from 
them, and fenced in and diftinguifhed only by 
a few plain, and ufeful Rites ; fuch as were 
beft fuited to its divine Nature, and would 
contribute moft to its main End and Defign. 
And therefore we continually find our Lord 
and His Apoftles fetting the Chriftian Law in 
Oppofition to the Jewijh^ and reprefenting 
.the one as no lefs fuperior in Worth and 
j^xcellence to the other, in all Particulars, 
tj^n the Soul is to the Body. Thus the one 
K 4 is 
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is called the Shadow^ and the other the Sub^ 
Jiance-^ oneisftyled Flefh^ and the other 
Spirit ; the Inftitutions of the former are 
termed carnal Or{UnanceSyJlavip^ and beg- 
garly Elements i the Precepts of the latter, a 
pure and holy Commandment, which gives 
both Liberty and Life 3 and in this Seofe, 
the Chriftian is required, by our Great Ma- 
tter, in the Text, to worfhip The Father in 
Spirit and in Truth. And for the faipc 
Reafons, that the Chriftian WorOiip is here 
oppofed to the ritual and ceremonial Wor- 
£hip of the Jews^ it is likewife oppofed, 

Laftly, to all kinds of Worfhip what- 
ever, that are chiefly, or wholly confined, 
to Externals 5 which was tjie cafe both of 
the Jewijh and Samaritan. Thefe People, 
like their Pagan Neighbours, placed the 
Eflence of Piety in the Multitude, Order, 
and Pomp of putward .Ordinances ; and 
when thefe were difcharged in due Form, 
this was deemed to convey a Right and 
Title to the Divine Favour. Though they 
worftiippcd The True God, and with the 
Ceremonies which He Himfelf had ap- 
pointed, yet by refting in thefe only, and not 
Onceconfidering their ibiritual Meaning, they 

were 
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were in this Inftancc guilty of the fame Fault 
as the Heathen ; that is, they adhered too 
much to the Outfide or Shell of Religion, 
and negleded or loft the Subftance. They 
made the Law of God of none EffeSiy by 
their manner of obferving it ; and when 
they affumed moft of the Form of Godlinefi^ 
they were leaft afFe<Sed by the Power of it* 
So that the Commandment was literally to 
them a dead Letter ; it produced not its 
gpnuine and proper Effects upon their 
Minds ; they were rather the worfe than 
the better for it ; and in Reality pradifed 
nothing lels than true Piety and Devotion. 
To thefe falfe Appearances therefore is op- 
pofed the Irutb^ to thefe bodily Exercifes 
the Spirituality y of the Chriftian Worfhip : 
And all Dependance on the Merit or Value 
pffuch outward Performances of any kind, 
is much more blameable in the Church than 
in the Synagogue ; becaufe the Nature of 
real internal Piety is now more fully ex- 
plained, and its Neceflity more ftrongly en- 
forced. 

It is not then the Length of our Prayers, 
or the mechanical Motion of our Lips or 
Bodies in the Repetition of them, that can 

make 
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make them acceptaW?. in tb^ Slight, o£ 
God 5 it ia. not. ^y bar? A^.of Worfliip^ 
though of Divinelnftitution^ which.can re^ 
commend ns to His Favour; but the Dip 
pofitiona of the Mind and Heart with which 
it is performed. Thefe only can render it a 
fpiritualzx^^true A£t of Devotion, without 
which it can baye no real Value and Ac« 
ceptance. 

Some Forms ^dCeremonies in the Pub^ 
lie Worfhip of God are abfolutely neceflary, 
and of great Edification and Ufe. Decency 
and Order cannot be preferved. without 
them ; and if they are few, plaip, and ex- 
prcffive, they are of general Benefit andln- 
flrudion. And fuch as thefe cannot be here 
condemned by our Lord, begaufe they were 
agreeable to His own Practice and Inftitu-.. 
tiqns. But when they become numerous, 
improper, and burdenfome, they enervate 
the Force of true Piety on the Mind, or 
rather totally divert Men frqm it. And 
when once Devotion degenerates into For- 
mality, and Piety into Pharifaical Appear^ 
ances, or mere outward Proftrations and 
Mortifications, and refts there ; the Spirit 
and T^rutb of both is loll : And fuch are not 

the 
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the Worjhippers whom The Father feehtb.* 
TKeffemuft'adl'upon veiy different Motives,- 
and \9\xh vfery diffe-cnt Difpofitions. Which 
we cortie now to prove, by fliewing, 

II. Secondly, Wherein this fpiritual 
and true Worfhip of a Chtiftian confifts. 
By which Worfliip I underffiand in general, 
our raifing or uniting our Minds to God in 
fuch Afls of Adoration^ as He has command-^ 
ed, and with Jucb Bifpbfitions and ^ualifi'^ 
cations as He requires : Andconfequently it 
muft comprehend thefe three Particulars; 
an Elevation- of Mind, Sincerity of Heart,^ 
and Purity of Life. 

I. Firft, Thisj^/>////tf/Worfhip confifts 
in an Elevation of the Mind to God in fuch 
ABs of Adoration as He has commanded. If 
it be not fuch an Addrefs to God as He has 
commanded, it is not ftriftly a true Adl of 
Worship 5 and if the Mind be not intent 
upon it, and aSive in it, it is not a Wor- 
ihip in Spirit. If either Part of us be the 
Man, it is the Mind ; Our Thoughts are, 
if I may fo fpeak, the proper Actions of 
the Mind : And to fix them on TheObjedt 
ef our Adoratipri, with dup Attention 

»n4 
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and AffeAion, and to cxprefs them in fuit- 
ablc Words, is that fpiritual Worftiip which, 
our Great Redeemer requires. This only 
is true Devotion ; without which there is 
no real Intercourfe between the Soul of 
Man, and his God. Forms of Prayer may 
be frequently repeated, and outward Ads 
of Adoration performed, and yet the Man 
be fo abfent from himfelf, as fcarce to be 
confcious of what he has been doing ; and 
then is all this, at beft, but empty Sound, 
or mere Mechanifin. It has no more of 
religious Worfhip in it, than the Motions 
of a Machine, or the tinkling of a Cym- 
bal ; nor can it be accepted as fuch 
by an All- wife God, Who fees into the 
Thoughts and Intentions of the Soul, 
God Him/elf, fays our Lord in this Place, ' 
is a Spirit^ and therefore you muft pay Him 
a fpiritual Worftiip. He is incorporeal and 
infinite in His EfTence ; He is not confined 
to this or that Mountain, or limited to any 
Peribds of Time ; He will receive the Ad- 
drefles of His faithful Servants, at all Times,, 
and in all Places ; provided they pay Him 
a real and fpiritual Worftiip, by the imme- 
'diate Application or Elevation of their Spi- 
rits 
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rits to Him, with inward Piety and ftri(3: 
Attention. The Matter of our Worfhip 
muft be in fome meafure fuitable, or agree- 
able to the Spiritual Nature of God ; and 
the Manner of paying it muft be fuch, as 
becomes the Spirit of a Man. That is, it 
muft not be wholly the Adl of the Body, 
but principally of the Mind ; we muft raife 
up our Thoughts to Him, fix them intently 
upon Him, and then lay open our Com- 
plaints before Him. The outward Part of 
the Sacraments only excepted, our Lord has 
confined our Chriftian Worfliip to thofe ra- 
tional and fpiritual Afts of Duty, Prayer, 
and Thank%iving ; whereby we acknow- 
ledge our own Vilenefs and Unworthinefe, 
and the Divine Authority and Perfedlions; 
reprefent our Wants and Diftreflfes to The 
Father of all Spirits, and implore His Affift- 
ance and Comfort ; intercede with Him for 
our Brethren, fo far as we are in Duty 
and Charity obliged ; and exprefs our Senfc 
of paft and prefent Mercies, with Gratitude 
and Joy. But none of thefe can be duly and 
acceptably performed, unlefs we ferioufly 
confider the Duty we are upon, and la- 
bour to difcharge it with fuch Dilpofitions, 

as 
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as are moil agreeable to the Nature and 
^ Dignity of it. It' muft htjpirltualfy <lone j 
that is, in this Senfe alfo, with all the Sc- 
ridufocfe and Attention of. which we are 
capable ; and it muft be truly what it pre- 
tends to^be,- a real Prayer, . Confcffion, In* 
• terceflion, orThankfgiving. And, there- 
^ fore, I add it^ as another^ Particular im- 
plied inworfliipping The Father in Spirit 
and in Truths that ' it muft be done, 

2. Secondly, With Sincerity of Hearts 
^rutb is, with great Propriety, crften 
oppofed to ■ Infinccrity, in the Sacred 
Writings J becaufe every hypocritical and 
infincere Man, is fofar a Liar. • lie afts 
Lies, if he does not fpcak- them; and, by 
pretending to be what he is not, the Deceit 
may be as great; or perhaps greater, and of 
more fatal Confcquence, than if he affirm- 
ed what he knew to be falfe. And if all 
Palfenefsand Deceit be odious and crimi-. 
nal in our Intercourfe with one another % 
how much more fo, in our pretended Ad- 
dreffes toThe God Who made tis ? To wor- 
(hip Him in T^rutb^ then, muft neccflarily 
fignify, our doing it with honcft and fincere 
Hearts i our being in Reality, what we pre- 
tend 
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tend tolje, ftrudk with a de*p Senfe'attd 
Sorrow for" thofe Sins, which ^^latadit 

■ and confeft ; fUll of Dependence and Triift 
in. That Prbviiierice to Which we commit 

'oirielves and 6iir' Cbncirns j fledMin the 
'"^lief of tliofe boarines vfrhich we folemn- 

ly affirm ; Warincd with that Charity, to 

whichlre lay Claim, wheiiwe'^ay for 

ouFferethren ; and anidated with Love and 
^ Joy at the Re'membrance of thdb Inftandes 

of tibie Infinite Goodiiefs of Godj for which 
"we magnify and praife EKm. Unlefs we 

arc, in fojne degree, thus affefted and dif- 
■pofed, bur Worftiip is no better than a fo- 

lemnMocIteryoFHim toWhom we of- 
' fer it J it is 'thf Sacrifice of Took », wA? con" 
''ftder'not that' they' do^ ^vit» atid- therefore 

pretend io.draw' neat to Ood mtb their 
^' Motiths^ i\io\i4^. their Bearti Ore far from 

■ ilim. "Without 'this,^ we Hmpioflfly • offer 
Ilim a Sacrifice,whi4toafet.efts j and pro- 

' phahely.Vob Hirii df^the Wbrfeip, Which 
alone He loves. 
'^ For if there be 4ny-thtng irithe Service* 

■ of finfut'Man, \vhich^" may 'be acceptable 

* £ccl«f. Vr I> 
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or pleating to The Mod High God, it can 
be only the Difpofitions and AfFcflions of 
the Heart that offers them. Thefe alone 
can make our Offices a realbnable Service, 
or fit to be offered up to an Intelligent Be- 
ing. For it is chiefly our Motives and Dc- 
iigns, that denoniinate any of our Adions 
good or bad, rational or irrational ; add 
thefe Motives and Defigns are no longer 
really and truly fuch, than while the Head 
and Heart are both influenced and actuated 
by them. Thus, to pretend to inform 
Omnifciencc of our Condition, by our 
Prayers j or to add to the Glories of Infi- 
nite Pcrfediion, by our empty Praifes ; were 
equally blafphemous and abfurd. But to 
lay open our Hearts before Him, in Obedi- 
ence to His own Commands, well becomes 
the Authority of God, and the Subjedion 
of Man. To apply with Fervour to the 
Throne of Grace for AfTiflance and Relief 
in Temptation, in full AflTurance of Faith, 
well becomes our Dependance upon His 
Promifes and Veracity. To refign up our- 
felves, and all we have, to His Difpofd, 
with true Humility and a fincere Acquief- 
cence in His Will, muft be acceptable to 

Him 
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Him (if any A&, of Man can be fo) becaiif& 
k is the ftrongefl Teilimony that can be 
given of our loving Him with all our 
Hearts^ and Seuls, and Strength. This in- 
deed is exerting our Faculties to the true 
Honour of God^ in the befl; manner that 
we can j but to join in His Worfhip with- 
put this Simplicity and godly Sincerity^ can- 
not be the Homage which our Lord re-, 
quires, becaufe it is not acting agreeably to 
His Nature, or to pur own. Would we then 
praife God acceptaUy ? it muft be with 
grateful Minds. Would we have our Prayers . 
avail much? they muft be effeSlual andfer-^. 
vent. j^ 

Laftly, Another Particular implied in. 
ihejpiritual and true Worflbip of a Chri- . 
f):ian, is, Purity of Life. / will wajh my 
Ifands in Innocency, O Lord^ fays the Royal .^ 
Prophet, even under the Jewip Difpenfa- 
tion, and fo will Igo to Thine Altar. Not 
content with the external Wafliings and- 
Cleanfings which the Law requires, I will 
apply myfelf to that inward Purification to < 
which all thefe Rites allude, and will cleanfc 
my. Heart from the Pollutions of Sin ; for 
this is the. true Preparation for Divine Wor- . 

L ' fhip.' 
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{hip. And agreeably to this, the poor Man 
that was born blind, obfenres, that God 
hearetb not , Sirmers^ but if any Man be a 
WorJhipperofGod, and dotb His Willy bim 
Re hearetb. This then is at lead a necef^ 
fery Qijalification for the Worfliip of The 
Father; and may without Impropriety be 
deemed even a part of it. It is not indeed 
an immediate Addrefs to Heaven by Ptayer 
and Supplication, or with the Voice of 
l^raife and Thank^iving ; but it is that O- 
bedience, which is better than Bacrifice^ and 
preferable to tbe Fat of Rams. One great 
Defign of our Prayers and Praifes, and of 
tile Divine Affiftancethat is promiied to us^ 
is to make us better Men ; to keep up in 
our Minds the ftrongeft and moft lively 
Impreffions of the Relation we ftand in, to 
our Creator, Redeemer, and San6tifier ; and 
both to lead and enable us, to become daily 
more and more perfcijl, as our Fatber Who is 
in Heaven is perfeSf. Obedience then, as 
fuch, is doubtleis the moft acceptable kind of 
Worihip ; but no Man can be obedient, as 
he ought, without Prayers and Praifes i be- 
caufe they are a neceflary and indiipeniabl^ 
P^t of Duty. Befides, the Sincerity of our 

4 Peti- 
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pwn psuta tQ cktain the th;^ we ;^. T9 
pray for a Blefliog on our l ^a^p ffi , wichqiit 
39 l)c$Deft loMi^jf in^ tJtxem, istp ^t^adia: 
ourfcivw. "i^o. aft of God^qcgi^fp^^ qf ' 
Sin^wri^bwt rcpchtijig of tbw?* i?.^^M«^ 
JJim. Todeflrc^Hia^fpce, i^tjjflutop*- 
lW.i^g with it^ i? /fo moc;k Ifi% Stp ^^. w 
holy XJ& awl ;i <%vom; Min4 ^ infefWI^- 
bU; I and t)ie l3-i?|; Woi^^of Qod mu|j; ^ 

fiftfi4 v> t)i^ Ck)i^ ot tW Tmpit, l»t asp 

tqod$ to aUi |l^ p^ <;»( «^r y«^i gnjl f«t- 
gqifes t^i; (^ whpk J>rnww4t»r AanU 

"Woribippw of fa P«w a Mw"* ^ » «*«*■ 

caBed* .[ ... ; . '• 

• TI»qsw?(q^W||i^n»mheSfled»qftnie 
Piety, ^ thf Vaiw of QaloSmh WotOiip 
does properly cohfift ; not in the Uutaibtt 
or Formality of our religious Offices, but in 
the inward Difpoiitions of the Mind and 
Heart ; not barely in the outward Exerciie 
of theie Duties, but in them as {H-oducing 
good Effedte in our Lives and Converfa- 
tions. And the plain Inference that evident- 
• ; L 2 ly 
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ly follows- from the Whole. is, that wt 

•oBght to apply ourfelvcs with fequal Care t6 

all theParts of it. ' ; 1 • , ' •- ' 

-• Let us then -fcrioufljr tdblve not to- w6i"- 

Aipin Word or Form only, buHn SpiHfo^ 

in ^ruib: Whenever wc;appf(Mch;6o(d',.'l^ 

•k be witfi firiccre Hu'nulityjftriia^ Attention, 

%ad inward Fervour. Arid let us not b^ 

xontent with -joining to the Fruits of bu;: 

Xips the good Kfpofitipns of our He&rts'j 

but Iet"us Mi tiffer ani pt^ejmt ourfehes, 

utr Suds md Bodies^ to be a reafokable, 

bofyy tmd Iheiy Sacrifice unto liim. By this 

.'means we'.toay5become}»<:/& fForJhippers as 

Sbe Fathb* fieketb j arid riiay be entj- 

Ifcd to aU that Ailiftance, Indtilgence, and 

vConaforr froitt Him, whiclr He has pro- 

noifed us for His Sake, through Whom a- 

•^^lon^ ait .«ur .Devotions and good Works 

<Tnllr be iheai^ and accepted, Jefus Chriji 

ionr Lor(i • -• . . 
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The Mature and Happinefs of God'i 
Government of the World. 

SERMON VIL 

PSALM xcvn. i. 

The Lord reignetby kt the Earth 
rejoice^ kt the Multitude of the 
l/les be glad thereof. 

Or, as we have in the other Tranflation, 

The Lord is King, the Earth may 
be glad thereof y yea the Multi- 
tude of the Ifles may be gktd 
thereof, 

IT isveryjuftlyotjeaedagainfttfaefaife 
Pretenbes of thoie whochufe to account 
for the Origb and Continuance of thing^ 
by any Mediods rather than by giving God 

L 4 the 



Digitized 



by Google 



1st S E R M P IJT VII. 

the Glory erf them ; that their Schemes, 
how different or inconiiflent foever, yet do 
all agree in this, that they would rob-Man^ 
kind of the mod valuable Comforts iii 
Life, and tend to over wiielm a confideratc 
Mind with Melancholy and Difquiet — ^For 
what more (hocking Thought can. thp 
Mind of l^hA entertain, than that alt 
Events depend on the capricious Humours 
and Paflioos of Men h — WhK can be 
more injurious to Mankind, when encom* 
pa(fed with fo many Evils, than to rob them 
of |he Proteiftion of The mod Wife and 
Powerful Being, Who Alone is both able and 
willing to defend them ? — Daily Experience 
is 5po fad a Proof how little were to be cx- 
pcdled from bur Brethren, were all things at 
their Difpof^l ; 3nd thofc Mep muft have 
been unthinking, Or happy to an extraordi- 
nary degree, who have notrfound their Want 
©f Itich Comforts as it is beyond the Power 
of Man to giye jj and which nothing can 
fupply, but a chearful Dependance on an 
Altwife, AU-p^werfal, apd Qopd C?od, 
both as Thp Author an4 Preferver of tl:^ 
,Univerfe. — And with Reafon, therefore, 
|lp all wife M^|) 9ali for the cleareil JBv;-r 

dencCj 
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^ence, in Proof of thofe Principles, which 
would deprive them of fo great aTreafure; 
wit;h Reafon do' they require t^ie flrideft 
Demonfirations, to induce them to give up 
Religion, and the Pleafures of. it. — But 
on the contrary, every atheiftical Scheme 
yet invented, appears, upon Examination^ 
to be as big with Abfurdity as Difqbieti 
whilft the wife Man's daily 'Experience 
and Obfervations (hew him the Power of 
fais Maker in every Part of the Worlds and 
His Providence in all the Events of i(<— « 
The Royal Pfalmift, who experienced as 
many and as great Changes in Life, as 
moll who went before, or have come af- 
ter him, was thereby the more confirmed 
in his Dependance on his God 5 Whole Ju-.- 
flice or Mercy he beheld in every D^mw 
fation, — And from a juft Senfe of his Ob- 
ligations flpws all that Warmth and Zeal for 
God's Glory, which fo often burlb out into 
Praifes and Acclamations ; and makes him 
fcarce ever mention the Name of his God, 
but with Gratitude, or any of His .Works 
without Thankfgiving. — MySoul^ fays he, 
Jball always declare tbcLovingKindnefsofThe 
l/^di and my Moutb be/he^oin^fertb His 
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PraififmnGeneratitm t$Generatkn.^^H% 
calk upon all Nations lo enter int§ tbeCmrts 
rfT'heLordofR^ftsmtbyoy, and cme before 
HisPrefencewtb a Smg ; Who is The Au* 
thor of oar Bdng and Preiervatioo» and to 
Whomwebdongy ^ His People^ andibe 
SbeeprfHiiPafture. --^And here, in thcTcart, 
we find Him calling upon the Inhabitants <^ 
die PBOioteft Comets of the Earth, to repice^ 
wtAbegkd with him ; becaufe The Loni is 
their GoTemor and Goaniian^ and they 
equally die Objefte and Butakcrs of His 
Divine Care and Ytott&m.^^be Lord is 
Kii^y fiiys he, tbeBartbmay begkdtbere^ 
t^ ; yea, all the Inhabitants of dfe MultU 
tudeofthelflei naay, ought, orhaveRea^ 
ioA to Af glad tbereqf.^^Wladi Words iia« 
turaHy lead us to coofider thefe two Buti- 
cukrs: 

I. Ficfl; The IVIeaoing, and the Cer^ 
tainty of the Truth here aflerted, that 
Tie JLord is King. And^ 

II. Secondly, The Juftncfs of the Infer- 
ence here drawn from it^ that there^ 
fyx tbe Earfb may be glad^ and the 
Multitude t^tife IJla, or Ae Inhabi- 

tants 
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tabts of die ihoft dfiffaou; BMtt of the 
GlobB» have eapai Reafim to mjoioe 
aad ie' giikt tbera/» 

I. Fifft* We are to oonfidery vrfaat h 
tiaakfA by 91* iar// M>^ JCw^j— By 
«^cb I underftatid) notfo mudi His Do* 
minioa, as His Providence'; not ib ofiudk 
His Rig^of diipoTiiigof the World* or His 
Powra: of governing it, as the a^ual Eker- 
cifeofthatlUg^ the oonftant exerting of 
that Power in the Govoraflaeot of it. Ws 
Kight of ^fK>6ng of His Qr«atur€ii does 
plaidy appear hyHis having oiade thanj 
Hb AbiHty tofaf|)Ort, kpiakily (xm&qpeat 
upon His Abili^to create: And this actual 
ezertii^ Uiat Power and R^t in a 
Providential Care amd Support of Oiian» 
which is the Effed of His InfinlteOood- 
nt&t is very evident £:om His own Deck- 
rations concerning it, and inm the vifiUe 
Proofs of it, whidi appear in the World.' 
Infomuch, that to place The Suprame JBe- 
ing in a State of Inadivity and Uncbncen^ 
as neither direding nor influencing the Af- 
fairs- of this Life, is not only inconfiilent 
V\th His Attribtttec^ bat is, in cffc£tt to 

live 
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live without God in the World. Itis, as 
to all the Purpoies of Religion, the fame 
thing with denjring His £eihg ; and, being 
asinjarious to Truth and Virtue, is, there- 
fore juftly thought an Inipiety equaf to 
Atheifm itfclf. The contrary of which k 
what the Pfalmift here afierts ; where, hf 
Gods being King^ he muft be underflood 
to mean. His Supo'-intendency, Direflaon^' 
Influence, or PermifSon of all Occurrences 
* and Events whatfoever ; that He fits at thd 
Helm of the Univerfc, and governs - the 
Whole, and every Part of it; tha:t all the 
great Changes and Revoluticms in the World' 
are owing to His Prowdence, and direded 
by it ; that, with regard to us, He Is the 
Diftributer of Good and Evil, Succefi and 
Difeppointment, of which every good Man 
leaps the Portion which is beft for him • 
and, in a word, that it is He Who governs 
us, and our Affairs, with Wifdom, Juflicei 
dnd Mercy j and, as He judges beft, givcij 
to this Man Empire and Dominion, to that 
Poverty and Difh-efs. ^be Lord is King. 
The Certainty of which Truth is, I con- 
ceive, beft founded on His own Word; 
though wp may daily difcover very* evident 

Trace? 
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Traces of it in the ordinaryCourfe of things; 
and though nioft Hiftoricsr are full of Rela- 
tions of many farprifing Events, which arc 
ho otherwife to be rationally accounted for, 
than on the Suppofition of it. If we confi- 
der the Accounts which the Sacred Writers 
give usof it, we may there difcover manyln- 
ftances of the Secrets of Divine Providence ; 
and not only trace Events to, their Firft 
Caufe,, but learn the Motives by which He 
is pleafed to be influenced in the Dire- 
6lion of them. We are there taught, that 
lligbteoufnefs and Judgment are the Habitdr 
iim of His Throne ; and that His End, in 
the great Variety of His Ordinances and DLt 
penfationswithus, is to execute Vengeance, 
or fhew Mercy, to the Sons of Men. Wc 
there fee Him punilhing the Rebellions of a 
whole World at once ; and when the Num-- 
ber of their Iniquities was completed, the 
Windov«rs of Heaven were opened, and the 
Fountains of the great Deep broken up, to 
overwhelm theni withDeftrudion.We there 
fee mighty Monarchies raifed by Him, to 
be Executors of His Vengeance ; and little 
States fupported and profpered, as Inftances 
of His Goodnds, We there fee toighty 

Armies 
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Armies become weak and anfuccefsAr)^ 
«Dd litde ones vidorioiis aad triumphant^ 
as He direded and approved* We there 
fte His Governnoent of His People, through 
aU the Changes and Revohitions of it} 
how they were, at one time, beyond Op» 
pofition fucce&ful; at another^ beyond R^^ 
drefi calamitous; as He fupported ordefert^ 
ed them ; and how Piety was always at* 
tended with Profperity, Difobedicnce wit^ 
Adverfity } till at length their Stubborn^ 
neis and wilful Elindnefs, in crucifying 
the Lord of Life, brought on their won«^ 
derful Difperfion among the Gentiles, from 
which their Impenitence has not yet fuf- 
fered them to be recalled. In a word, 
we find The Almighty there defcribed, as 
the Great Monarch of the Univerfe, and 
ait the Princes and Governors of the World 
(as well as the Powers of Nature) as His 
Agents and Inftruments ; all acting in Sub-?^ 
ordination to Him» and carrying on, whe» 
ther they defign it or not, thofe Purpofes 
of His Providence, for which He has rait- 
ed them. That fo |t might from thence 
appear, that He is the Mighty God, tbe 
Lord of Hops J and that, with regard to 

all 
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all the Af&ird of Life» the gceateft and the 
imalleft, it is He, the Lord, who finalljr* 
and dtimately does, or permits all theft 
things. 

Strong Charafleri of which Truths are 
likewife very vifiUe^evenin the contimonOc* 
cumences of private Life,^to every one who 
cxinfideis thmi with Ssriouihefs and Atten<* 
tion. If a Man, who has run through buthalf 
the ordinary Stage of human Life, would re* 
tire, and take a feriousViewof thepaftEvents 
of it; would recoUe£t the Dangers be has 
efi:aped, and the Succefs he has met with s 
lise Evils he has fii^red, and jd^ Good he 
has or might have enjoyed ; and confider 
the Means whereby they have been brought 
about, the Iktle viiibie Dependaoce of one 
tiling upon another ; he muft, lamperfuad^ 
fid, find great Rcafon to acknowledge Th^ 
Hand of God to be theDire^or of them, and 
great Caufe to admire The Wifdom Which 
governs all things, and to adore with Gratis 
tude The-Goodnefe That iiirrounds hint 
The Helplefiiefe of Infancy, and die Daa«- 
gets of Youth i the Weaknefs of Man's oar 
tural Powers when in thcif greateft Perfect 
tioo^ and the Narrowneiis of his Under^ 

Handing 
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fianding when moft improved ; are iucB,- 
as fhew him to be utterly unable to forckt 
the Mirdiiefs to which he is hourly expof* 
cd, or, having forefeen, to prevent them ; 
and' therefore oblige him to acknowledge^ 
that his Safety muft be owing to a much 
Greater Power than his own > and to look 
up with Pleafure and Submiffion to the 
Lorii^ as his Keeper ^ Who prefervea both 
bis going out and coming in. 

And if we would enlarge our view from 
private to public Concerns, and refleft on 
the great Tranfadions and unexpeded 
Changes which moft furprize and aftonifli 
Mankind ; if we could look narrowly in- 
to the Counfcls and Powers, whereby Go- 
iremments are immediately fupported, and 
the Means, whereby Peace and Order are 
prderved in them, there is great Reafon 
to prefume, that we (hould be forced 
to conclude, that human Power and 
Wifdom have little to do in the Manage- 
ment of them, otherwife than as fubordi* 
nate and inftramental to The Divine. Por 
how often have the wifpft and moft labour- 
ed Schemes of human Policy been difcon- 
certed and brought to nought , as in a Mo- 
ment ? 
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mcnt? How fine has been the Thread, 
how feemingly trivial the Events, upon 
which the Fate of Empires has depended ? 
How oft have the fmallcft Governments 
increafed and flourifhed ; whilft their power-- 
ful Neighbours, who, humanly fpeaking, 
might have fwallowed them up, have them-- 
fdves declined, and come to nought ? In 
how continued a Series have Weaknefs and 
Power been mutually fucceeded by each 
c^hcr, in all the various Governments of the 
World ; becaufe The Almighty had fixed 
their Bounds, which they {hall not pals, 
and .faid. Hitherto pall ye come^ and m 
yir/ifer?— How often have human Policy, 
and human Power been both foiled, jn the 
fudden Changes every Kingdom has felt ; 
and how furprifing has been their Succefs, 
who have engaged in thofe Changes, when 
the Attempt, if judged of by the commoa 
Maxims of human Wifdom, has favoured 
of little «lfe than Madnefs and Diftradtion? 
Almoft every Hiftorian furniflies Relations 
of this kind, and almoft every Age produces 
frefti Inftances of itj and all thefe ftrong- 
ly imply a Dire<5tion more than human, 
and evince clearly the Superintendency of 
M That 
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That Divine Wifiiom and Power, Which 
can alone forefee the moft diAant Tenden^ 
cies and G>nfequenQe8 of Things, and tbere^ 
fore can alone dire£l all to the Ends of Hb 
great and various Difpeniations ; and mo* 
del, govern, or change the whole, accords 
ing to tbefecret Purpcfes (fHis Will. 

Beiides which, few Hiftories are want« 
ing in giving us Inftances of ^n info* 
rior Kind, wherein The Arm of ^od has 
been fo bare, and His InterpoTal {a vifi^ 
ble, that every Tongue has con&^ed it* 
His Judgments on great Crimes-and[ aban- 
doned Men, have been ibmetimes fofignal 
and remarkable, that the moft wicked 
have been obliged to acknowledge the Hand 
that wrought them, and the Purpofes for 
which they were mtended. 

And if we join fpiritual things to earth- 
ly } if we compare the ancient Prophecies of 
future Events with the hiftorical Accounts 
of the Fadls themfelves j their exad Agree- 
ment in minute Particulars, and the fur- 
prizing Harmony and Coincidence of 
Things, will evince The Divine Agency and 
Interpofal in the Diredion of our AiFairs, 
with a Force which is not eafily to be re- 

fifted. 
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fiftcd. Such a Review muft fill every con-^ 
fiderate Mind with joyful Acknowledge 
mcnts of The Divine Providence and Good- 
nefs ; fince as they demonftrate by What 
Spirit thofe Prophecies were dilated, fo 
like wife, by Whofe Superintendency thofe 
-Events were diredted. — Such an Harmony 
between the Predlftion and the Event, can 
only proceed from That Infinite Wifdom and 
Power, Which can fo order and direft the 
Circumftances of Men and Things, as (hall 
effcftually influence them in their fixture 
Anions, and induce them, without any Vio- 
lence to their natural Freedom, to prefer 
fuch only, as are beft accommodated to tc- 
flify His Truth, and fulfil ,the Purpofcs of 
His Government.— And^ upon the whole, 
the Inference is very plain and very certain, 
that no other Wifdom and Power can fo 
govern the World, but thofe which firft 
made it fojafi that it cannot be moved ^y and 
that therefore, in this Senfe, ^he Lord is 
King, And that our Happinefs in being 
under the Government of His Providence 
may be as evident and as well underftood, 
a$ the Certainty of it 3 1 now proceed to the ^ 
M 2 Con- 
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Confideratic» of thofe othfsr Words of the 
Text, 

. IL Namely, Tie Earth may be ghd^ 
thereof, yea, the Multitude of the IJlesmay, 
be glad thereof. And that this Inference 
from the foregoing Truth is moft juft and 
reafonable, is very evident from thefe Con- 
iiderations. 

I. That to God's Superintendency we' 
are chiefly indebted for all the Benefits we 
receive from Civil Government. And 

2.. That from Him are derived all that 
Influence and Power which Religion has 
upon the Minds of Men. 

By one of thefe we are defended againft 
the open Violences of fome Men j by the. 
other, againft the corrupt Inclinations and 
predominant Paffions of all, — To Civil Go- 
vernment we owe our Protedlion and Safe- 
ty, fo far as by a wife Inflidlion of juft Se- 
verities, it guards us againft the Ravages of 
Plunderers and Oppreflbrs ; and to Religion 
we are indebted for our Prefervation from 
fecret Mifchiefs, and for Relief and Affift- 
ance in our Diftreflfes, And well therefore 
may the Earth rejoice in His Dominion, to 

WhofQ 
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Whofe Difpofal of Things we are obliged 
for them ; with Reafon ought tbe Multi^ 
tude of the IJles to be glad under His Go- 
vernment, Who thus exercifes His Power 
and Authority in Ads of Mercy and Indul- 
gence to them. 

I. I obferve that to God's Superinten- 
dency we are chiefly indebted for all the 
Benefits we receive from Civil Govern- 
ment ; and that therefore we ought to re- 
joice in His Dominion and Providence, as the 
Fountain from whence they flow. The natu- 
ral Strength of Men is pretty equal, and is in 
its utmoft Extent confined within narrow 
.Limits i: and his Policy, how extenfive fo^ 
.ever, tan reach no farther than his Know- 
ledge, Prudence, and Forefight will give 
leave. And as all thefe reach only to very 
few of that infinite Variety of Objedts and 
.Accidents, in which every Government is 
.nearly concerned, and on which it does 
•more or lefs depend 5 - they can therefore 
guard only againft fome of thofe Dangers, 
to which all human Authority is expofed 5 
and muft leave tbe reft to That Divine Pro- 
tedtion. Which can alone extend Its Care to 
^11, and moft efFedlually fupply the Defecfe 
M 3 of 
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of human Wifdom. The public Enemies 
of a Government, by being iucb, have their 
Attempts guarded againft or repulfed, with 
the greater Eafe and Certainty ; the great ' 
and known Defeats or Dangers^ to which 
every Community is expofed^ by being very 
vifible are the lefs formidable ; and the fup* 
plying them, or guarding againft them, is 
the more within the Power of Man ; and 
the common Caufes and Methods of public 
Diflurbances and Diforders, together with 
the Remedies of them, as they may be 
pretty well afcertained by Reading, Obier-o 
vation, and Experience, may therefore be 
the better allowed to be within the read) 
of human Policy and Wifdom. But be^ 
fides thefe, innumerable are the Events, 
which it is impoffible for the wifeft of Meft 
to forefee, and which may be as definitive; 
to Government as they are unknown ; and 
our Safety from thefe muft be therefore im* 
puted to a Superior Guidance, Which infio- 
ences and dire<As the Whole. The Inclina<» 
tionsof Men areuniverfally corrupt, and their 
Paffions ftrong and predominant : The Inters 
cfls of the Multitude are fuppofed very difFe^ 
r^nt from thofe of their Superiors : And it is 

granted 
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granted to be much within the Power of any 
daring Villain to difturb Society, who (hall 
)be defperate enough to defpife the Hazards 
of the Attempt, or think them equalled by 
the Advantages of it in view. And, therefore, 
the conquering of this Corruption, and the 
fubduing of thcfe Paffions j the Guidance 
of the Multitude contrary to their Interefts, 
and generally contrary to their Inclinations 
too ', the preventing the more frequent Exe- 
cution of fuch deftruftive Defigns, as might 
be as various as the Wit of Man could in- 
vent, and as fecret as his own inward Sen-> 
timents ; this is furely a flanding Mira- 
cle of Divine Goodnefs ; a vifible Demon- 
ftration of the Interpofal of His Infinite 
Power and Wifdom, by Whom Kings reign, 
and Princes decree Jujiice. And the Pfalmift, 
therefore, ranks the Support of human Go- 
vernment amongft the plained Proofs of 
God's Power and Providence, and fets thefe 
Wonders of the political, and the moft fur- 
prizing Phenomena of the natural World, 
upon the fame Level. — Tboujlille/l^ fays 
)ie, the Raging of the Seas, the Noife of its 
Waves, and the Madnefs of the People. He 
refembles the -Fury of the Rabble to the 
M 4 raginj 
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raging Sea; thinks the reftraining them 
equal to that wonderful Proof of God's 
Power and Authority, which we fee in His 
governing the mighty Waters; and intimates,* 
that He alone can with Certainty prevent 
the Ravages of the one. Who can fay to the 
other, with Authority and Succefs, Peace^ 
beJlilL And as we are thus indebted to The 
Supremacy of Heaven for all the public Ad- 
vantages of Society, fo are we likewife, 

2. Secondly, for all the Bleffings of pri- 
vate Life. — To That is owing not only the 
Support of Civil Governments, but likewife 
that Power and Influence which Religion 
has upon the Minds of Men i and from 
thefe Influences proceed thofe Offices of 
Humanity, Compaflion, and Charity, with-* 
out which, Life would be very grievous to 
a great Part of Mankind. The Appetites 
of Men, if unreftrained, would be very vo- 
racious, as their Wants are prefling : Cor- 
rupt Nature would prompt us to purfue our 
Eafe and Pleafure by any Methods, and to 
fcruple no Afts of deflroying or hurting on? 
another, if they led the way to the advancr- 
ing our Intereft, or gratifying our Lufls. 
And the reftraining the inordinate Profeeu- 

tion 
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tion of them, and preventing any fccrct 
evil Confequences from them, is what Reli- 
gion only can efFedl. Human Laws can ex- 
tend no farther than the outward Adion ; 
all the Good they can work upon obftinate 
Villany is only to force it to lurk in Secret, 
But the Divine Laws reach to the intooft 
Thoughts, and, when duly obferved, not 
only reftrain the outward Adion, but re- 
form the Man...— They teach Men to be 
good upon Principle, and ftiew them the 
Advantages of fecret Virtue -, and therefore, 
if they have any proper Influence, it ope- 
rates on the Heart, not the Hand -, it chains 
down the AfFedlions themfelves to Piety, 
and cannot fail of exciting them to follow 
^fter Holinefs, when it has firft made them 
in love with it. And wherever we find it 
to have thcfe Effeds, and tafte in Men's 
Converfations the blefled Fruits of it ; they 
are to be afcribed to God's Dominion and 
Government of the World, and to the Di- 
vine. Influences of His Holy Spirit. By 
thefe. Men are enabled to difcern and know 
wherein their true Happinefs confifts, are 
convinced of the Folly of ill-gotten Poflef- 
ijpnjs or unlawful Pleafures, and are per- 
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fuaded to prefer future and diftant Glory^ 
to prefent, though proiperous Iniquity.—* 
And though, with refpeft to the Whole, 
few may be thus fincerely influenced^ yet 
much of Men's prefent Happineis is owing, 
to the Effects of Religion on the Minds of 
thofe &w ; without which we (hould de- 
"generate into the favage Barbarities of thoie 
Countries, where thefe Effedls are wanting, 
and where therefore nothing but Defolation 
and Cniehy prevail. Whereas^ the genuine 
Fruits of true Religion, are a difinterefted 
Juftice, Integrity, and Fidelity to one an- 
other ; to this it is owing, that Power and 
Oppreiiion do not always go hand in 
hand ; and that Men often neither over- 
reach nor deceive their Neighbours, when 
they have Opportunities to do both, or either, 
with Impunity. Humanity itfelf is a Divine 
Impreflion, which The Creator has (lamped 
upon us to unite us to one another ; and 
His revealed Laws require us to cultivate 
and improve it, into the moft noble Spirit of 
univeri&l Love and Beneficence to all with- 
in our reach. Upon thefe Principles, the 
Poor become faithful and ferviceable in In- 
ftances which human Power could not ex- 
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tort from them ; and the Rich liberal and 
bountiful, beyond what the Laws of Man 
could require ; and both are indebted for the 
great Benefits they receive^ to God*s Go- 
vernment and Direction, Whoie Laws and 
Interpofition produce tbefe happy EfFeds. 
And as thefe all, without Diftindion, are 
thus univerfally concerned, it is the Duty 
of all, with one Heart and one Mouth, to 
proclaim their juft Senfe of it. — Let the 
Earth rejoice m The Divine ProteSion, and 
the IJUs be glad in That Providence Which 
fupports them 5. and let every Man, in his 
refpedive Station, (hew his Gratitude to 
his Preferver, by diligently attending to 
the Duties of it. Let the Poor and the Un- 
fucce&ful confider,that their Portion is from 
God, and that He requires a chearfulObe- 
dience and humble Refignation to His Di- 
vine Will and Pleafure. Let the Rich 
and the Powerful always remember, that it 
is God's Providence, Which has given them 
thefe Diftindtions j and that He requires 
they (hould be applied to promoteHis Glory, 
and the general Welfare of thofe, who are, 
in Nature, their Equals, and, in Religion, 

their 
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their Brethren. And let us all, whether 
High or Low, Rich or Poor, rejoice iii 
every proper A& of Duty and Thankfgiv- 
ing, to our Common Father and Preferver, 
fFbo/e Dominion is Everlajiing^ and His 
Pr(tife above Heaven and Earthy 
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The Scripture Notion of Glory- 
ing, and the Infufficiency of 
earthly Enjoyments to be the 
Objeds or Foundations of it; 

SERMON VIII. 

GAL. id. 14. 
But God forbid that I Jhould glory, 
fave in the Crofs of our Lord 
J ejus ariji, hy Whom the World 
is crucified unto me^ and I unto 
the World, 

THE Uefied ApofUe 5/. Paul, whofe 
Converlion to the Faith was esctraor- 
dinary ^nd miracubus, appears conftantly 
to have borne in Mind the moft ftrong and 
lively Imprefilons of the Mercies then 
vouch&fed him; and feems defirous of 
, demonftrating, on all occafions, that he 
was not a lobit behind the very beji of tU. 

Jpojiles, 
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Apofiles^ but that, in Love and Zeal fbf 
Chriftianity, he laboured more . abundantly 
than they all. He feems fond of every Op- 
portunity, of (hewing us his Love, and Joy, 
and Delight in the Gofpel of Cbriji ; and 
thereby gives us a moft glorious, and moft 
ftimulating Example, to provoke us to good 
Works ^ and to walk foy even ^s he walked. 
His Unworthinefs in* having perfecuted the 
Church of God, feems to have been ever 
in his View ; he is earned to convince the 
World, that what he then did againft her, 
was done in Ignorance and Unbeliefs and 
with a fincere, though miftaken, Defire of 
promoting the Glory of God; he now 
redoubles his Zeal, and ex6rts a greater 
Fervcpcy and Warmth of AfFeftion on her 
Behalf. No Appearance of Honour or Suc- 
cefs to Chriftianity could (hew itfelf, but 
he exults and triumphs ; no Means of pro- 
moting the Knowledge of the Gofpel could 
be prefented, but he defpifes all Danger, 
and contemns all Sufferings, in the Purfuit 
of them: Nor would he fuffer a Hint to 
drop, or a Word to efcape, that could well 
lead him to it, but he immediately burfts 
out into Joy, and declares his Refignation, 

and 
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' iahd his Love. When -/^gr/^^ tells him% 

^ That the Force of his Eloquence, and the 

' Fervours of hisAffedion for his Saviour 

' iiad almofl perfuaded him to be a Chriftian^ 

■ *he rejoices in' his bare Inclinations to Chri- 

' ftianity, and cries out, I wouldhGod^ that 

not only tboUy but alfo all that hear me this 

' JDay^ were hoth 'niniojl^ and altogether fuch at 

' Tam^ except thefe Bonds. When he vras at 

Cefareay on his Journey to yerufalem, and 

* it was there foretold by' a Prophet; that 

' he fbould be inaprifoned l>y the jfews; and 

the DifcipkS'thefeforfe'befought himnot to 

go up thither^ for fear of the Sufferings he 

might endure ^ ; fi^haY mean ye^ fays he, t& 

iveep^ iihd to break mine Htart ? for I dm 

ready not to be bound only\ But to die at jfe-^ 

' rufalem^ for the Name of T'he Lord Jefus, 

' And in this his laft Chapter to the Gala-* 

tiansy of which the Text is a Part, the very 

mention of the Word glorying, feems to 

have given Fire to his Zeal, and made him 

breakout into the paffionate Declaration of 

the Text, wherein he declares, That there 

was nothing for him to glory in, but the 

' Crpfs of Chyi^ ; or in other Words, that 

; AQs xxvi. 28. * Chap. xxi. . 
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as to all earthly Enjoyments and Suffer ing^, 
time of tbefe things moved him, neither 
counted he his Life dear unto bim^fo that he 
ntigbt Jinifh his Courfe with Joy^ and the 
Minijlry which'he had received of T*he Lord 
Jefus, to teftify the Gofpel of the Grace of 
God. 

The general Defign of this Epiftlc was 
to oppofc the Attempts of fome Judaizing 
Chriftians, who would have brought their 
Brethren again into Subjedion to the Law 
of Mojes^ from which the Gofpel of Cbrijl 
had made them free ; and to recover thofc 
who had been perverted by them. And 
St. Paul therefore labours throughout the 
whole to convince them, that they had^ by 
. The Son of Godj been called unto Liberty * ; 
and to perfuade them, tojiandfajl in that 
Liberty to which they had been called, and 
• not to be entangled again with that Toke of 
Bondage \ vix.xht numerous Rites and bur- 
denfome Ceremonies of the Law, which had 
been too great a Burden for the prefeht Jews^ 
pr their Fathers to bear. And here, in the 
Qofeof this Epiftle, he tells them, that 
r^^ Pefigri of thofe, who would enflavc 

. *Gal,Y,i3. ^Chap. v. r. 

them,. 
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tkem, was as weak and wicked, as their 
Works were flavilh and unchriftian : And 
that their true Purpofe, was neither to pro- 
mote God's Glory, nor^their Salvation, but 
eithbr to avoid Suflfering for the ChrijUari 
Caufe, or that they might rejoice and boaft 
bf their Succefs iri the Jiswijh. As manyi 
fays he, as defire to make a fair Shew in the 
.Flejh^ that is^ to put on the Appearance of 
great Regard and Concern for the outward 
Obfervariccs of the Law, tbey conjlrairi 
you^ or, they declare it neceifary for you, to 
de circumcifed^ only leji they jhould fuffer 
Perjecution for the Crofs ofCbriJi. For nei-^ 
tber they tbemfeheSy who are circumcif- 
edj keep the haw \ hut they defire to havd 
you circumcifed^ that they may glory in your 
Flejh \ that is, that they may boaft of your 
Subjeftion to the Jewijh Ceremonies, and 
particularly the Circumcifion of the Flejh^, as 
the EfFe6l of their Zeal and Love for the 
Law^ The mention of which falfe Glory- 
ing in the Jewijh Rites leads our Apoftla 
tacitly to condemn it, and to declare what 
alone is the true Glorying of a Chriftian^ 
and wherein it confifts j which he docs in 
his own Perfon, and in the Words of the 
Text: But G6d Jorbid that I Jlmld glory, 
N z Jave 
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Jave in the Crofs of our Lord Jefus Cbrifi^ 
by Whom the fVorld is crucified unto me^ and 
1 unto the JForld. 

In the Explanation and Application of 
which Word&^ I propofc to purfuc this 
Method. 

I. I (hall endeavour to (hew the ipll 
^ Extent and Meaning of the Word 
Kctvxft^i which we here render |^/(?ry- 
ing^ in Scripture. 

II.. To (hew, how far our Apoftlemay 
be underftood to rejed all eaf thljr En- 
joyments, as improper Subjeds for a 
Chriftian's Glorying ; when he fays of 
them, with fuch a Zeal and Indigna- 
tion, God forbid that lJhoul4 g^ory in 
them. 

IIL To declare, in what Senfts the Cro/i 
of Chrift^ or Chrifi crucifiedy is the 
true, and only proper, Objeft of the 
finccre Chriftian's Glory. And 

IV. Laftly, to explain the Reafons 
why it is fo ; which are implied in 
the laft Words of the Text, namely, 
becaufe thereby the World'was crucified 
unto him^ and he unto the World. 

I. The 
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L The firft thing is to (hew the full 
Extent and Meaning of the Word Kavxctd^^ 
which we here render glorying^ in Scri- 
pture. Now the firft Senfe, in which it is 
ufed, is to fignify the fetting a great Value 
and Efteem upon any thing we enjoy ; or 
upon ourfelves for the Enjoyment of it. 
The yews were well known to fet fo great 
a Value upon the Law of Mofis^ and upon 
themfelves for the \]k of it; that they 
thought themfelves righteous, and all other 
Men wicked upon that account only ; and 
the greatefl: Obftrudlion, and Stumbling- 
block they found in the way to Chriftiani- 
ty, was their extravagant Zeal for, and 
Efteem of it. Which Efteem our Apoftle, 
in his Epiftle to the Romans % exprefles by 
this Word KuuxctcSr* T'hou^ feys he, who 
KOLvx^^^^y or ^s we render it, who makest 
THY Boast op tbe Law^ that is, who fct- 
teft the greateft Value and Efteem upon it, 
through breaking the Law^ dijbonoureji thou 
God? And defcribing the haughty 3^^'ze;i in 
the former Part of that Chapter, Behold^ 
fays he, thou art called a Jew^ and rest- 
J Chap. ii. I J, 23, 

N 3. EST 
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j:sT in the Law^ that is, placeft thy Con-? 
fidence in it, and Kwx'^^^y boastest 
THYSELF of God ; that is, valueft thyfelf 
ps being peculiarly His Child, and in Q>vc- 
nant with Him, while all other Men are, for 
the want of knowing Him, Reprobates and 
Sinners, And our Apoftle, fpeaking of the 
Difference between the Covenant of Works 
and that of Grace, and fliewing the utter 
Inconfiftency of them, fays of Abraham^ 
the Father of the Faithful, in the fourth 
Chapter of this Epiftle*, And what /hall 
we fay then, that Abraham^ our Father^ as 
concerning the Flejh, hath Jound? For if 
Abraham were jujiified by Worh^ be hath 
indeed icrtu%>y/Aflfc, he hath, as we render it, 
whereof to glory ; he hath then juft Caufe 
^nd Reafon to fet a Value upon himfelf and 
his Performances, as making himfelf righte-r 
pus ; but not at all before^ or to God.. His 
Juftification, in this cafe, muft be the Pro- 
dud: of his own Care, and Diligence, and 
Pbedience, and Perfeverancc in his Duty, 
and he might then' juftly fet a Value upon 
Jt, and upon himfelf as the fole Author of 
! \\^ t|ut has no extraordinary Obligation 

2 * I, 2, 
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to God, or Acknowledgments to pay 
Him for it. And thus again, our Apoftle, 
fpeaking of the Thejfalonians, in his Second 
Epiftle to them % fays, Jo, that we our/elves 
KMMx^i as we have it, gbry in you, in the 
Cburebes of Gody for your Patience, and 
Faith in all your Ferfecutiom, andTribula-- 
tions which you endure. They had fliewn 
great Courage and Conftancy in their Ad« 
herence to the Faith, notwithftanding the 
Torments they endured for it; and, there* 
fore, our Apoftle fays, that he, and thofc 
that were with him, gloried in them, that 
is,, had the greateft Regard and Value for 
them, as the faithful Spldjers and Servants, 
of ariji Jefus. 

Another, and the moft common Senfe, 
in which this Word is ufed in Scripture, is 
to fignify this our Value of ourfelves, or 
what we enjoy, in Words, and to bdall of 
it. For when our Apoftje fays of our Ju- 
flification and Salvation, that it is the Gift 
of God ^ 5 and is not the Fruit of the Works 
pf the Law ; lejl any Man Jhould boast : 
When fpeaking of his own and other Mens 

* Chap. i. 4. ^ Eph. ii. 8, 9. 
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LaJ^ours in the Gofpd, he tells the Conn-' 
thiam *, that he would not boast of things 
beyond bis Meafure -y and afterwards adds \ 
But he that glorieth, or boafteth, let him . 
glory y or boaft, in The Lord-^ For not be 
nvbo commendetb himjelf is approved -^ but 
whom T'he Lord commendetb : When he ex- 
horts them to Jhew bejore the Churches the 
Proof of their Love, and of his boas ting 
en their Behalf; and tells them % he fent 
the Brethren to them, left they fhould have 
been ajhamed of this fame confident Boafiing : 
When fpeaking of his own Diligence among 
them, and of the great Care he took not 
to be burdenfome to any of them, he fays, 
jis the Truth of Chriji is in me, no Man Jhall 
Jiop me oj this boasting in the Regions 
of Achaiai ^.In thefe, and many other 
Paffages in St. BauY's Epiftles, where we 
ufe the Word boafiing, or glorying, in a 
Senfe fynonymous to it, the original Term 
is either xa^;t;ac^, orfome Derivative from 

Laftly, Another Senfe, in which this 
Term is ufed in Scripture,- is, to fignify,^ 

• J Cor. X. 13,, \ i 17, 18. c 1 Coir. ix. 4. 
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nor only the Value we fet upon ourfelves, 
or any imagined Advantage we have over 
others ; . or our exprefling that Value in 
Words 5 but likewife to exprefs the Joy, • 
Complacency, and Delight w^hich we find in 
the' Things fo valued. Str James^ fpeak- 
ing of the great Bleflings of Chriftianity, 
fays, as we tranflate him, Let the Brother 
of low Degree rejoice y in that he is exalte 
edy namely, by being made a Member of 
Cbriji^ and an Heir of thePrgmifes. St. 
Pauly fpeaking of his Succefs among the 
Corinthians^ fays *, We are your Rejoicings 
as ye alfo are ours^ in the Day of The Lord 
yefus. And he calls the^ Vidory of 
our Faith, The Confidence ^ and the Re- 
joicing of our Hope^ : And fays of him-^ 
felf, whh refpefl: to his Miniftry, Our Re^ 
joicing is this, the Te/iimony of our Confci-,- 
ence^ that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity ^ 
we have had our Converfation in the World^. 
He advifes the Philippians^^ 7o do all 
things without Murmurings and Difputings^ 
that he might rejoice in the Day of Chrifi^ 

• % Cor. i. 14. fc fjeb, iii, 6. * 2 Cor, i. 1%. 

•» Phil ii, J 4. 16, 
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that be bad not run in vain, neither labour'^ 
ed in vain. And in the former Part of thi$ 
his fixth Chapter to the Gaktians, fpeak- 
ing of the future Reward of Virtue, he 
fays. Let every Man prove bis own Work^ 
and then he Jhall have rejoicing in himfelf^ 
and not in another. For every ManflMll bear 
bis own Burden, In all which Places, and 
fevcral others, the Word k^x^^ ^^d its 
Derivatives are ftill ufed, and that plainly 
to fignify the inward Complacency and 
Satisfadion of Mind, which we have in 
the Contemplation of what is valuable in 
us, or what we think to be fo. So that to 
glory ^ according to the juft Meaning of th^ 
Word in Scripture, fignifies either to have 
an overweening Fondnefs and Value for 
any thing we poflefs, or for ourfelves for the 
Poffeflion of it j or to exprefs that Efteem 
in Boafting and vain Words j or to place 
our greateft Pleafure and Delight in the 
things fopofTeffed. In none of which Views 
can the prefent World, or any of its Enjoy- 
ments, be the proper Subjeft of our Glory, 
It can never deferve fo great Degrees of Ve- 
neration and Love J can never be a juft Foun-? 
datign for Haughtinefs of Spirit and undue 

3 nt' 
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Elevation of Mind ; can never authorife the 
Infolence of Praife and Boafting ; can ne- 
ver furnifti out fuch pure and unfpotted De- 
lights, as the Mind of Man naturally afpires 
after, and in which alone it can acquiefce. 
But there are othpr more noble and un- 
mixed Enjoyments vouchfafed us, even 
here, by The Good Providence of God, 
which the World can neither give, nor take 
away; which we can never be too fond 
of, or take too much Delight in ; whofe 
juft Commendations nq Words can equal ; 
and which can never fatiate or deceive 
us. And with refpedl to thefe, St. Paul 
applies the Words of the Text, ?ind fays of 
himfelf^ But God forbid that I Jhould glory ^ 
Jove in the Crofs of our Lord Jefus Cbrifi^ 
by Whom the World is crucified unto me^ and 
I unto the World. Which, for the better 
Application of it to ourfelves, leads me to 
the fecond Particular beforementioned, 
namely^ 

II. To (hew, how far our Apoftle may 
be underftood to reje<ft all earthly Enjoy- 
ments as improper Subjedls for a Chriftiap's 
^lorying^ when he fays in fuch general 

Tcrips^ 
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Terms, and with fuch a Zeal and Indigna- 
tion, God fir bid that I Jhould glory in them, ^ 
^beje Deceivers^ fays he, dejire to bring you 
back to the Slavery of the Laiv^ that they may 
glory in their own Succejfes and your Weak-- 
nefs: But God forbid that I Jhould glory \ 
far be it from me^ to place my Kile em or my 
uiffeSlion^ my Glory or my Happinefsy in 
any terrejlriat Advantages or DiJiinSlions 
wbatjoeveri either in perfonal^ahfcations^ 
or external Emoluments ; or in any things 
but the Jpiritual and inejlimable Blejjings^ 
which are derived to me from the Crojs of 
Chrifl. An Indignation in itfelf truly great 
'and noble, and highly worthy of His 
Apoftle, WhOy though He was in the Form of 
God, and it was no Robbery in Him to make 
Himfelf equal with Gody yet humbled Him-- 
felfy and took uponHim theFofm oj a Servant ^ 
^and became fubjeSi unto Death. A n Indig-^ 
n^ion which is worthy of the Magnanimity 
of the Gofpel, and to be imitated and a- 
fpired to, by all who profefs it ; and which 
' is more immediately incumbent on all thofcj^ 
who preach Chrift crucified unto the Worlds 
to the Jews a Stumbling-block^ and to the ^ 
Greeks FooUJhnefs, An Indignation, wherein 

St. 
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St. Paul tacitly condemns all that .Glorying 
in others, which he difclaims with fo much 
Vehemence himfelf; and implicitly excites 
us to fhun and ayoid it, fince we all ought 
fo towalk^ as we have \i\m for an Exampk. 
Now the Reafons and Foundations, the Re-* 
ftridions and Limitations with which h# 
may be underftood confequentially to con- 
demn our Glorying in the World, fcem to 
be all contained in thefe few Refledions. 

1. That neither the. World, nor, any 
of its Enjoyments, pan deferve an undue 
Place in our Afiedions and Efteem. 

2. That neither can they ever be a juft 
Caufe for ?ride and Vain Glory. . And, 

3. That much lefs, therefore, can they 
merit our Regard, as the End of our .Con- 
yerfations, and the Reward of our La* 
bouFS. 

I. Firft, One thbg^ which may be implied 
by St. Paul^ in the Text, is, That neither 
.the World, nor any of its Enjoyments can 
deferve the firft Place in our Affedions and 
Efteem* He cannot, with any Juftice, be 
underftood to condemn the bare Ufe of 
thefe things, fince all the Creatures of Qod^ 
and all the Diipenfations of His Providence^ 
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are, in Themfelvcs, good, and the propef 
Subjedls of Praife and Thankfgiving : nor 
can he, without great Violence to Reafon 
and Religion, be interpreted to imply the 
abfolute Neceflity of that adtual Renunci- 
ation of all worldly Goods, in all Ages of 
the Church, which the State and Condition 
of it made neceflary at its Publication to 
the World, He fpeaks not of the Ufe or 
Abdication of our Advantages, but of the 
not glorying in them j and can, therefore, 
only be underftood of the immoderate Place 
we give them in our AfFedions and Efteem ; 
of the extraordinary Degrees of Admiration 
and Love which we beftow upon them j 
and of the extravagant Methods we take, 
to obtain and enjoy them. His Doftrine, 
I conceive, is. That neither the Honours, 
Pleafures, nor Profits of the World, are fo 
valuable in themfelves, or fo beneficial to 
us, as to deferve to engrofs our AfFedions j 
that they are in themfelves empty and un* 
fatisfying ; are the Idols only of low and 
narrow Minds, and are much beneath the 
glorious and exalted Views of a Chriftian ; 
that the trueft Judgment to be formed of 
them, is only to tonfider them as fFells in 
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this Vale of Mifery, that is, only as Re- 
frefliments in our Paffage through it ; and 
that we are to chafeThe Great Obje<a of our 
Defircs beyond all thcfe, and to feekjirji the 
Kingdom of God, and His Rigbteoufnefs. 
And, indeed, to whofe Experience might 
we not appeal for the Emptinefs of hu- 
man Glory, the Diflatisfadions of earth- 
ly Pleafurcs, and the Infufficiency of 
Riches to our Happinefs, if confidered in 
themfclves ? To whom might we not ap- 
peal for that Care and SoUicitude which 
they bring with them ; that Uneafinefs and 
Anxiety, that DiflatisfaSion and Difappoint- 
ment, which attend them ; and that Vexa- 
tion and Reftleflhefs of Spirit, which often 
(hew themfelves amidft the moil plentiful 
Portions of them ? Can the Eye be fatisfed 
with feeing thefe things, or the Ear with 
bearing them? Whence, then, is Content- 
ment fo very rare, as well as fo very ex- 
cellent a Virtue ? The Reafbn is, that 
we fet no Bounds to our Appetites and De- 
fires ; are, notwithftanding any prefent En- 
joyments, ftill warm, and adive, and vi- 
gorous, in an earneft Purfuit after more ; 
9nd place our Reft and Happinefs in the 
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Succcfe df thofe Purfuits, which we ftem 
fefolved (hall never end but "kith our Lives* 
All which is' placing too naach of bur Glory 
in them I and is, T fear, approaching too 
near to the Gafe of thofe in St: Paul's 
Time^ who;- he fays; tvere Enemiei totbe 
€roJs of Cbrijl j wbofe Bnd'nvas 'Deftruc^ 
tion^ hecanfe theif Godnvai their ^Eellyi 
and ^bo- gloried in their Shame^htcmkyht^ 
yond all theBouhds of Rcafon and Reli* 
gion; they minded eariblj things. 

Another Particular; which we may un- 

• detftand to be implied *by St: Pduf^ I 'C6n- 

• ceive, is; that as no worldly Acquifitions or 
Enjoyments can defefve fo much of <iur 
Application land Love jtfo neither can any 
t>f them be- a jaft Foahdation for Pride 
and vain Glory. If, 'as fome wife Mcn^ a- 
tnong the Aficients rcafoned, nothing caa 
be irt'itfelf truly great, the Contempt of 

• which really is fo j and if nothing be a 
greater Proof of the Greatiiels of Mind, 

- than a finccre Contempt for all outward 

• Advantages, any farther than they are »ie* 
ceffary ; the inevitable Confequence ffOm 
thence is, that nbthing Which is in itfelf 
contemptible, can, without great Ab&r- 
dity, create Vanity in us, and raife us to 
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a high Opinion of ourfelves. It was their O^ 
{nnion^ that tho* our fenfual and earthly Pro-^ 
motions and Enjoyments had been perfecft- 
ly pure and unmixed, yet they would ftill 
be too low, and unworthy^of the Mind o£ 
Man 5 and we need no Authority to affirm, 
, that in the State, in which they at prefent 
are, there is fuch a Mixture of Imperfection, 
Uneafinefs, and Corruption, in the greateft 
Abundance of them, as might reafonably 
humble us in the midft of them, and prevent 
any Elevation of Mind, and Contempt bf 
others,from arifing from them j and therefore, 
fays the Son of Siracb^ Pride nvas not made 
for Man. He has, when in his greateft 
Glory, and in greateft Plenty, fuch Clouds 
of Weaknefs, Vanity, and Corruption per- 
petually furfounding him, that Pride will 
ever fit aukwardly and ridiculoufly upon 
him 5 and is like ill made Habits upon ill 
(haped Bodies, which all the Glitter and 
Richnefs in the World will never make to 
look agreeably and gracefully upon them. 
Where then^ as our Apoftle argues in Spiri- 
tuals, is Boajling in any temporal things ? 
// is excluded. By what Law ? By the Laws 
of Nature, Reafon, and Revelation j which 

O all 
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all tell U8, That wben Pride cometh^ ibm 
cometb Shame \ and that with tbeljwfy^ ia 
the iBoft exalted State,^ is Wifdom. 

Laftly, If then the World^ and il» 
Enjoyments be fo imperfeA and mixed, , 
that they can never in Reafon warrant our 
highly valuing ourfelves for the Poflefliqn^ 
or defpiling others for the virant of them % 
much lefs therefore can they deferve to he 
confidered by us, a^ the End of our Conveiv 
fations^ and the Rewards of our Labours. 
There is fomething noble and divine i^ the 
Soul of Man, which is ever prompting us 
to enlarge our Views, and renew our Pur- 
fuits ; and will never fufFcr us lo acquiefce 
and reft iatisfied, till we arrive at Perfe£tiofi 
itfelf. And whoever, therefore, feeks pie- 
fent Profits, Plwfures, or Promotioas, ia 
Expeftation that they will fati$fy the Crav- 
ings of his Mind, will ever find himfclf 
miftakcn and difappointed. He toils for Va- 
nity, and labours for the Wind ; he expedt 
more from the Worlds and its Favours, 
than it is in the Power of the World to 
give j and he glories too much in it, by 
placing his Joy and his Happinefs there. 
This inward Thirfl after Peace and Happi* 
4 ne& 
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nei9 is only to be idilayed with Purity and 
Eternity^ what falls fhort of this, will ne* 
vet thorcxigfaly content us ^ ^nd ^he maih 
End of our Laboars ought therefore to be 
looked for beyond all fading and momentary 
Attainments ; our Tafte (bould be rai;fed 
from temporal to fpiritual Enjoyments ; and 
our greatefl Joy and Delight be fixed to 
thofe Purfuits only, which will end in the 
higheft Glory i Honour^ and Immortality. 

Thus we fee^ in what Senfe the Word 
glorying is ufed in Scripture^ and how faf k 
m^y well be underflood to be rejeded and 
condemned by St. Ptf^/, when applied to the 
fading, uncertain, and imperfedt Pieafures of 
Life ; that it fignifies to fet a great Value 
and Efteem on ourfelves,. or what we pof-*- 
fefs ; to be proud and boaft of the PoflefGon 
of them ; and to take our greateft Delight 
and Satisfadion in them; and that wa 
then glory too much in the Things of the 
World, when we fufFer them to mono-* 
polize our AfFedions and Defiresj when 
we permit them to puff up and exalt our 
^ Minds i and when we place our Happinefs 
and Peace in them« 

O 2 The 
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The mod plain and obvious Uie of 
which is this : That we hence learn, to 
reftrain our Appetites, and moderate our De- 
fires ; to fix them on proper Objeifls, and 
diredt them in their Purfuits ; fo to ufe the 
World, as not abufing it j fo to enjoy its Be- 
nefits as not refting in them ; but to partake 
^f the good Things God gives us here, mth 
Thankfiilnefs and Moderation ; to humble 
ourfelves in His Sight, and defpife none of 
our Fellow-Creatures 5 to raife our Thoughts 
from thefe fliort and tranficnt Bleffings, to 
thofe mefFable and never-ending ones, which 
He has in Referve for them that love Him 5 
to place our final Peace and Happinefs in 
thefe only 5 and fo to feafon all our Words, 
and Actions, and Purfuits with Wifdom 
and Prudence, as that they may all tend to, 
and center in, this one great Point, the 
eternal Salvation of our Souls. 

This was the great Defign of God in 
€;reating us j this was the great End of our 
li^rd and Mafter in dying for us. Th^ 
Kingdom which He has purchafed, and to 
which He calls and invites us, is not of this 
Worlds which is unworthy of us : He is 

gono 
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gone into Heaven before us, and fitteth at 
the Right HandoftheMajeJly on high^ and 
is there preparing a Place for us : And God 
forbid^ therefore, that we Jhould glory ^fave 
in the Crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrifi^ by 
Whom the World is crucified unto us, and we 
unto the World. 
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The Crofs of Chrift the only Sub- 
je6t of a Chriftians Glory. 

SERMON IX. 

G A L. vi. 14. 

But God forbid that I Jhould glor^^ 
fave in the Crofs of our Lord 

' Jefm Chrtfi, by Whom the WorU 
is crucified unto me, and I unta 
the World. 

THE Method I propofed to purfue, 
in treating of ^ thefe Words, was 
this, 

I. To (hew the full Extent and Mean- 
ing of the Word xew-x/^Si^y which we 
here rcndtr^ glorying^ in Scripture. 

II. To fhcw how far our Apoftle may 
be undcrftood to rcjcfl: all earthly En- 
joyments, 
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joyments, as improper Subjeds for a 
Chriftian's Glorying, when he fays, 
with fuch a ieeming Indignation, Ood 
J$rlnd that I Jhonld gl(fry in tbem. 

III. To declare in what Senfes the Croft 
of Cbriji^ or Cbrijl crucified^ . is the 
true and only proper ObjcA of the fin- 
cere Chriftian's Glory. And 

IV. Laftly, ToexpkittthcReafonswhy 
it is fo ; which are implied in the bft 
Words of the Text, namely, becaufc 
thereby tbe Wprld is crucified Unto me^ 
undlunto the World. 

The two former of which Particulars 
having been already confidered, I now pro- 
ceed to declare, in the tljird Place, the k- 
veral Senfes in which the Crofs ofCbriJi^ or 
Cbriji crucified^ is the true and only proper 
Objedt of the fincere Chriftian's Glory, 
Which will, I apprehend, fully and uilde- 
niaUy appear, if we confider The Blefled 
and the Crucified yeji4s^ in thefe feveral 
Views; as 

I. Our Redeemer. 2. Our Conqueror, 
3. Our Inilru(3:or. 4. Our Lord. 5. Our 

Inter- 
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Intefceflbr. 6- Our Comforter. 7. Our 
Judge. And 8. Our Hope. 

The firft of thefe Titles is what is parti- 
cukrly intimated in the Text: The others 
follow in a great Meafurc from it : And all 
may very fitly be confidered by us on this 
Subjeft. 

In every one of thefe Vlews^ His Benefac- 
tions to us are ineftimable, the Honours done. 
us are moft valuable, and the Joys that flow 
from Him are inexpreffible : And in al! 
thefe Senfes, therefore. He is the true and 
proper Objefl: of the fincere Chriftian"s 
Glory, in every fcriptufal Senfe of the Word 
glorying*^ Whether we Underftand it to fig- 
nify, our fetting a great Vahie and Efteem 
upon Him, or our boafting of Him and His 
Benefaftions to us, or our placing our De- 
light and Affedions moft ftrongly and im^ 
moveably upon Him. And He is likewilc 
tfie mfy proper Objedl of our Qlory, he- 
daufe He alone caft deferve the firft Place 
in our Aflfeftions and Efteem ; He alone can 
be a fiifficient Foundation for Praife and 
3oafting 5 and He alone can give fuch Hap-, 
pinc/s to us^ as«ay deferve to be confidered 
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by us, as the End of our Converiations; 
and the worthy Reward of our Labours. 

I. The firft View in which I confidcr 
Cbriji crucified^ as the proper Objed of our 
Glory, is that of His being our Redeemer. 

But before I proceed herein, it is neceC- 
fary I (hould obferve, that St. Paul^ by iay- / 
ing he glories in the Crofs ofChriJi^ means 
not to pay any Regard or Honour (much 
lefs a religious one) to the Wood on which 
Chrijl fufFered, but to Him only Who fuf- 
fered upon it. For though this Way of 
fpeaking is Tq common in Converfation and 
Writing, and the ufe of Metaphors is fo well 
known and familiar, that it may ieem xxu 
fling to obferve, that our Apoftle ufes one 
here \ yet what might otherwife feem need- 
lefs and impertinent, is by the Pradice of the 
Church of Rome made to be of the utmoft 
Confequence and Importance to be. remind- 
ed of. ' The many folemn and fuperftitious 
Ufes to which Crofles are by her applied ; 
and particularly her grofs and fhocking Ido^ 
latry, in fpending good Part of her folemn 
Offices on Good Friday^ in exprefsly and idp- 
l^troufly bowing and Jinging Hyrpns to the 

mod 
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Wood of the Crofs itfelf * ; thefePradtices arc 
too melancholy a Proof of the Neccffity 
of guarding againft any fuch Interpretation 
of our Apoftle, as might make him give any 
feeming Countenance to Cuftoms fo abfurd 
and abominable; andconfequentlyof obferv- 
ing, that no more is intended in theText than 
what our Apoftle declares in other Words 
to his CorintbianSy when he tells them, that 
be determined not to know any thing among 
tbem^fave The Lord J ejus Cbrifi, and Him 
crucified^. 

The crucified ^efus^ then, is the proper 
Objefl: of our glorying, and that, in the 
. firft Place, as He has redeemed us from the 
Wrath of God, and the Punifhmcnt of Sin. 
He has paid the Price of our Redemption. 
We, who before were alienated from the 
Life of God, and in Enmity with Him, are 
now no longer the Veffcls of His Wrath, 
but are reconciled to Him by the precious 
Blood of His Dear Son : God becomes Man, 
that Men might become the Sons of God ; 
He humbles Himfelf, that wc might be ex- 
alted \ He dies, that we might live. And 

* See the Roman Miflal on Good Friday. 

* I Cor. ii. 2. 
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in whom then (hould be our Glory, but i 
dying Saviour ? of whom (bould be our 
Boafting, but The Lord (^ Life f 

Vain and Fruitkfs were all the wtak At^ 
tempts of finfixl Man^ vain in themfelves 
were all ihe Sacrifioes and Oblaticms of the 
Law, when applied toappeafe the Wrath of 
an angry God* The Author of Nature can 
neither €at Bull's Fle/h^ mr drink the Blood 
^G$ats : A God of P,arity could never be 
appeafed by impure a^d imper fedl OiFer-» 
ings : Nor could any Labours of a weak and 
finful Creature make Atonement for the Of^ 
fences he had once committed agtinft.Th« 
All-fufficient and AU-perfeft CrcatOT„ Bui 
what the Law cmld not do^ in that it was 
weak^ God hath done hfjending His (wn 
Son in the Idkenejs of piful Fkjb^ and by 
making Him an Offeringy^r Sin j that is. 
He hath thereby condemned Sin^ by (hew- 
ing His Refentment of it ; and The Bleiled 
Jejiis did thereby put awi^ the Guilt of iSm 
from us^ by the Sacrifice of Himfelf. 

And together with the Guilt, the Pu-» 
nifliment likcwife of their Tranfgreirions is 
removed far from the Faithful and Peni- 
tent. Thofe future Terrors and Torments 

which 



Digitized 



by Google 



S E R M N DC t<^^ 

which the Holy Scriptures threaten and d&- 
nonnce a^inft Impiety and Difobedicncc, 
tb0 IVorm that nevjer Jhall die^ and the Fin 
tk^t never Jhall be qit£m:hed^ are no longer 
the propef Lot and Portion of Sinmft 
which are in Cbtifi Jefus ; unkft they will 
obftinately and impenitcntly return from 
a life of Faith, to their former Itii* 
quities ; from having been wafhed and pa* 
rificd io the Blood of Cbriji, to their wo/- 
kfifing in the MUre. If we keep the' 
Terme of the Covenant, paft Tranfgreffions 
are done awi^, all Things are become new : 
The Law of eternal Death is abolifhed in 
us, and we are made free from it : And as, 
then, we are by the Suflferings of CAr^ be- 
come the Heirs (^ Life, and Children of 
Light J let us walk as Children tftbe Lagbt^ 
andmah no Provifon ftfr the Flefh^ to fulfil 
the Lujis thereof.— FsLVther, we (hall find 
iM more Caufe to glory in the Crofs of 
Cbrifiy if we coofider Him, not only as Our 
Redeemer, but Ukewife 

a. As Our Conqueror, He has not only 
redeemed us from the Guilt, and Punifti- 
mc«t of Sin, but has likewkfe promifed His 
Spirk to deftroy the Power and Dominion 
of it : Has not only overcome and removed 

from 
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from us a fecmd 'Death ^ but has alfo con- ' 
quered and vanqui(hed the Terrors of /i&f 
jirjl. The ill Confequences of the Sin and 
Fall of Man arc not more evident from 
theexternal Sufferings which have followed 
it, than from that inward Corruption and 
Depravity which every thinking Man per- 
ceives in his own Mind. All the Powers of 
the Soul are manifeftly weakened; and 
all her Faculties depraved. The Under- 
fbnding is darkened and mifguided by Sin ; 
the Will made obftinate and perverfe \ the 
Paffions violent and ungovernable. We 
find within ourfelves a Delight in that 
which is evil, and an A verfion to that which 
is good : Thefe charm away our Reafon, 
and rob us of our Strength ; and when 
they have thus captivated the Mind, be- 
come fuch abfolute Mafters of us, as to 
make us in love with our Chains, and fond 
of our Captivity. And therefore, fays the 
Prophet, naturally fpeaking, the Ethiopian 
may as foon change his Skin, or the Leopard 
his SpotSy as they may do Good^ who are ac^ 
cujlomed to do Evil. And yet we may fay 
with the Apoftle, in all thefe Things^ we are 
more than Conquerors^ through Him that 

h)e4 
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loved us. His Grace is fuflBcicnt tp warm, 
animate, and invigorate the Soul ; to rouze 
her from her Lethargy, and awaken all 
her fleeping Powers; to dart in new Light 
upon her, and remove all her Darknefs ^ 
and to give her other and fufficient Strength 
to (hake off the heavy Yoke of her Lufts, 
and the Tyranny of her PafSons. The 
Principalities and Powers we contend with 
are too weak to refift it; the God of this 
World is forced to give way, and Jlee be- 
fore it ; the ftrongeft Charms of Tempta- 
tion, and the warmeft Propenfities of Na- 
ture, are conquered by it ; and we are here- 
by brought <^ut from the Slavery and Do- 
minion of Sin, into the glorious Liberty of 
the Sons of God. 

And as the Powers of Darknefs are thus 
yanquiftied by the Grace of ourLordJefus 
Cbrijl J fo are the Terrors of the Grave over- 
come by His Crofs. That great Debt of Na- 
ture, which God in Juftice and in Mercy re- 
quires we (hould all pay, is not without great 
Reafon called in the Book oijob^ the King of 
Terrors. Becaufe all human Comforts mift 
then forlake us, all our Enjoyments become 
ijfelefs, if not mortifying to us, and all our 
Tranigrc0ioos and Iniquities rife up in Judg- 
P ment 
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mcnt againft us. The Soul muft then na- 
turally have ftrong Forebodings of her fu- 
ture State ; and mufl (brink back and trem- 
ble at the Apprehenfions of what is (hortly 
to befal her; when the Awe and Solemni- 
ties of God's Tribunal fet themfelves in Array 
againft her. And (he can then have no Re- 
courfc to the World, becaufe it is ready to 
vanifli away : But even then (he has (till a 
fure Refoge in the Crofs ofChrift^ whereby 
all her Fears may be allayed, and all her 
Terrors conquered. It was ^oV% Confola- 
tion, that he knew that his Redeemer livedo 
and that He Jhould ft and at the latter Day 
upon the Earth. And when the Shadows 
of Death (hall, in our Turns, overtake us ; 
when the RJches, in which we trufted, (hall 
have forfaken us ; and the Power, in which 
we gloried, - (hall be no longer able to pro^ 
tedt US; when all, our Friends (hall be 
able to do for us, will be to give us help- 
lefs Cries and ufelefs Tears, and the Day of 
The Lord approaches very near iinto us ; the 
good Chriftians may even then glory in St. 
Paul's Triumph, and fay, O Deaths where 
is thy Sting ? O Grave, where is thy FiffO" 
ry? ^be Sting of Death is indeed Sin, and 
the Strength of Sin is the Ldw^ but that 
1 Law 
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Law was abolifhed, and that Sin blotted 
put, by the Crofs : And therefore Tbanks be 
to God^ Who grmtb us the ViElory over thefe, 
and every other Enemy, through our Lord 
Jefus Cbri/i. 

3. Anothj^r View, in which we have Rea- 
fon to gjipry in Chrift^ is, as He is our In-- 
JiruSlor, He is the Way and the UrufK ?s 
well as the Life : And as the Perfe(9:ion of 
the Soul does confift iij Purity and Knqw- 
kdgf , cv^ry greater Degree of thefeis a far- 
ther Step to that Perfection, and is accord- 
ingly to he valued and adeemed by us^. K^ 
our inteUedtual Faculties are what chiefly 
diftinguilli U3 fron> the ^afts that perifl;, 
4nd as the Ufefulnefs of our Knowledge is 
what ought chiefly to endear it ^ our Joy in 
The Crucified Jefus will be found yet more 
r^tioqali and more juft, if we confider Hiqi 
as the Improver of the Faculties of ourMind?, 
^nd as That JJght^ Which came do^mfrom 
Heaven^ and Which cominginto theWorld^mr 
lightnetb every Man. How imperfect and cor- 
rupt were Men's Notions of God and of thqr 
own Nature, before the Revelation of the 
Gofpel 1 and how juft are the Apprchen- 
fions of Him, and of our&lves, which are 
given us by it ! The Speculations of Chri- 
p 2 ftianity 
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• ftianity arc pure as well as praftical : They 
improve our Ideas of the Divine Immenfity, 
Goodnefe, and Mercy; and by difcovering 
to us our Origin and our Corruption, they 
give us the moft juft, that is, the moft lowly, 
Opinion of ourfelves. They diifcover Ene- 
mies and Dangers to us, which otherwife 
we (hould not have certainly known, and 
enable us as certainly to guard againfl them. 
They open Scenes of Joy and Delight, which 
they alone can afcertain to us, and excite 
us to indulge the Expectation, and reap the 
Comforts, of them. And they diiplay the 
Wonders of Gfod's infinite Love to us in the 
clcareft and ftrongeft Points of Light, by 
revealing the whole Oeconomy of our Sal- 
vation, and thereby (hewing us the ww- 
derful Mercy, as well as Juftice, of our of-^ 
fended God, in all His Dealings with the 
rebellious and finful Sons of Men. And let 
not therefore the wife Man glory in bis Wif 
domy neither let the mighty Man glory in bis 
Mighty nor let the rich Man glory in bis 
Riches : But let him that ghrieth^ ghry in 
tbis^ that be under ftandeth and knoweth God, 
that He is The Lord^ Who exercifeth loving 
Kindnefs^ Judgment^ and Right eoujhefs in the 
Earth. 

' 4. A 
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4. A Fourth juft Foundation for our glo-^ 
rying in QsriB is, that He is Our Lord. As 
Such, He has a juft Claim to our Honour* 
and AfFedions, and we are in fonae mea- 
iure made Partakers of chofe Honours, with 
which He is honoured. He is the Head of 
that Body, of which we all are Members; 
the Corner-ftoneof that Building, of which 
we all are Parts : And as therefore we, on 
the one hand, from thence owe Him many 
Duties ; (b, on the other, is His Exaltation 
in fome meafure ours, and the Head 
cannot but diffiife its Glories, as well as its 
Influences, to all the Parts of the Body, For 
the j&me Parallel, which St. Paul himlelf 
draws between the natural and myftical 
Members, maylikewife be drawn between 
thofe Members and their Head; ifonefuf^ 
f&'s^aU tbereftfuffermtbit I if me be bo^ 
fioured^ all the reji have reafon to rejoice with 
it. Befides, it is our Glory and our Intereft 
to be governed byHim ; to haveHis Strength 
ready to fupport. His Arm to defend us 
(againft all our fpiritual Enemies) as Parts 
of His Body ; to be under the Protedtion of 
His Authority, and the Guidance of His 
Spirit ; to be directed in all our Ways by 
. P3 Hia 
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His moft pure and perfed: Laws, ahd to 
be amended and coireded by the whoironae 
Severities of His EMTcipline i in a Word, to 
reap the prefent Benefits of His Love, and 
be entitled tt> the ftitore Rewards of His 
Bounds and to have our Duty and our 
Happine& fo interwoven and united, tlmt 
nothing is required of us as a Part of the 
one, which does not naturally and netitfla- 
rily tend to advance the other, jind let him 
tbereftt-e that glorietbt ghry in He Lord. 
5. Fifthly. And as He is our Governor, 
fo is He likewife our hiterceffor. The Con^ 
fiderationof theimmenfe Diftance between 
the Creature and The Creator, together witii 
the Awe and Revorence which that Diftsoce 
infpired, has naturally made wretched and 
fihfttl Men afraid to i^iproach theThrone of 
God by thcmfelvcs, andhas therefore caufed 
them to aj^iy to oth^r Creatures, Wh«n 
tb^'tbot^ht better and greater than them» 
felves, to interpofc between them andlh- 
iinitt Majefty, and to make Interoeflioos 
for them. And to this Principle, ignorant- 
ly applied, the Idolatry of the Heathens, 
and the Superilitions of too many Chriftians, 
greatly owe their Rif? and Incr^aft i hcnco 

it 
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It is, that there have been, in all Ages, Gods 
many^ and Lords many. But with us there 
is but One God The Father^ by Whom are all 
Things-, and One Mediator between God and 
Man, the Man Cbrijl Jefus : by Whom 
our Approaches to the Throne of Grace are 
made eafy and fuccefsful j the Thunderings 
and Terrors of God's mighty Voice arc 
veiled from us ; and we are permitted to . 
j5)eak freely to God, and live. Through 
Him we have Accefs with Boldnefs unto Tie 
Father ; by Him the Prayers of the Saints 
are made more powerful and efficacious, and 
are offered up to God, as Odours of fweet 
Smell, as Sacrifices acceptable and wellpleaf- 
ing unto Rim. And all our Applications 
therefore to any of our Fellow-Creatures, 
arc both derogatory of the Honour of 
our Great Intcrceffor, and vain as well as 
wicked. We cannot be fure, that the Saints 
and Angels can hear us when we prayj 
and, if we could, what Need can we be in 
of any other Interceffions, fince it is Chrift^ 
Whotvtnfittetb at the Right HandofGod^ 
and Who is able alfo tofave them that come 
unto God by Him, feeing He ever liveth^ and 
P 4 makes 
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makes Intercejjion for us. And as then we 
depend on His Merits, fo ought wc likcwife 
to rely on His Mediation, for the Succefs 
of our Petitions : Great are theBleffings that 
attend, great the Honours that arc done us, 
by His Interpofitions j and in Him therefore 
ive do rejoice^ yea^ and will rejoice, 

6. Sixthly. Another View, in which we 
ought to glory in CbriJicruciGcd^ is that of 
His being Our Ce^^^r/^r. .WhcntheLofsof 
their Mafter, and the Sufferings they were 
likely tp endure, made His Difciples dif- 
confolate at the Thoughts of His Departure; 
His Advice was, not to kt their Heart be 
troubled^ nor to let it be afraid^ becaufe, 
fays He, / will nQt leave you comfort lefs^ I 
will come to you. And what He here pro* 
niifed, and afterwards vouchfafed, in an 
extraordinary and miraculous Manner, to 
fupply the extraordinary Wants of the firft 
Preachers of the Faith, m^y be juftly appli- 
ed, in the ordinary Courf^ of His Provi- 
dence, to ..all the Diftrcfles of His afBiSed 
Servant?, in all Ages of the Church. He 
will not leave us comfort lefs^ He will come to 
us. He will hear the Cries of die Father-r 
jefs,. and haye Regard to the Widow's 

CoRiplaipts, 
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Complaints. He w3l hear the Groans o£ 
the Prifoner, and behold the Labours of tho 
Captive^ ^nd will either break off thdr 
Chains, or make them fit eafy upon them«. 
He will deliver, or fupport us, in all our Kf- 
ficuldes, and in all our Diflreifes comforT 
us. When outward Afflictions croud in upon 
us, and all human Helps are weak or want- 
ing, even then the Mind is open to inward 
Confolations, and the Soul that trufis in 
Him, (hall never be fwfaken. When Wants 
deprefs, or Fears alarm, or Terrors fiirround 
us; from Him maybe granted Strength 
and Refolution to the weak, Steddineis to 
the doubtful, and Fortitude to the difcon-' 
folate ; Or, at worft, the faithful Chriftian 
has this comfortable Affurance, which no- 
thing but the Faith in a Crucified Saviour 
can give him, that his Sufferbgs, how great 
foever, will be of no long Duration, and his 
fbort Weight of Heavinefs and Sorrow be 
fucceeded by an eternal Day of Joy and Con<- 
iblation. Which leads me to confider our 
Blefled Lord in yet another View; and 
that is, 

7. As Our "Judge. If ever human Na-. 
tyre bad Reafbn to boaft of itfclf, it w^s 

upon 
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opofi its Union vfitti The Divine s and ifany 
ding can oiake the Dread of the great Tri* 
tmnal fopportable, it muft be the Confider« 
atioo oi Him, Who will fit upon it : the 
Thoaghty that at our Arraignment and Trial* 
The Same PerfoUi who (hall come with the 
S(4emnity and Authority of a Judge, (ball 
ccHiieas The Son of Man, Who once fuf- 
feed as a Criminal for our Sakes ^ and that 
therefore die Terrors of that Day will be 
kfibncd by the View of our Friend and Be- 
nefiiidxir ; when in die midft of anmnumem- 
ble Muldtude of Men and Angels, we (hall 
bdiGldThoie Hands and Feet, and look into 
That Side, whkh bled for our Tranfgref-- 
fions. What can be the Coniequence of 
fudb. a Profpeft, in the midd: of fo much 
Fear and Trembling, but the Surprize and 
Joy of crying out in St. Thomas's Tranfport, 
Our LorJj and our God? The Powers of 
finful Men are too weak to behold the Glo- 
ries of aa Immenfe Deity ; « His Brightnefs 
would be too fh-ong for human Eyes to 
bear, and His Majefty would reduce us to our 
primitive nothing. And it is therefore in 
great Merey, that The Father has cmmitted 
aU Judgment unto The Son : In Whom we 

not 
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not only glory , as partaking of our Nature, 
and having a Fellow-feeling of our Infirmi^ 
ties, which mud fomewhat foften the fe^ 
vere and rigorous Sentence of the Judge ; 
but Itkewife as being ourfelves yet more 
nearly related and united to Him, as His 
Difc]|des and Friends, and thereby the Heir$ 
of th6 ftomifes, and Joint-heirs with Him, 
of the Kingdom d/His Father^ ondoMtFa^ 
tber^ His God^ and our God. Which brings 
nje to confider Him^ 

8. In the laft Place, as Our Hi^. The 
%^ntences of Judgment will be immediately 
iucceeded by perpetual Mifery and Tor- 
ment on the one hand, and by eternal and 
ineffable Glory ^nd Happinefs on the other. 
And our Hope is^ that thro' Faith in the Suf-- 
ferings, and by fihcere Conformity to the 
Laws oiChriJi crucified^ we (hall obtain a Tit- 
tle to this eternal Inheritance: That our Sins 
(hall be done away thro* His Blood, and our 
knperfedt Obedience be accepted through 
His Merits 3 and that therefore He is only 
pne before to prtpare Manfiom in Heaven 
for uSy that where He is, there we mcy be 
filfo. As He is oor Redeemer from Sin and 
Peftlh, fo He wiU be Himklfmr exceeding 

Great 
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Grfof Reward, .^The Participation of Hk. 
Glory, and the Enjoyment of Himfelf, arc 
the impienre Recompence He oilers to us foe 
our ftedfeft Adherence to the Faith, and for 
the labours and Sufferings of a few Days and 
Years. The Soul will then be difencum- 
bcred of all her Clogs and Infirmities, and 
enter upon a State of Happinefs ; the Glo- 
ries of God willfurround, the Communica- 
tions of The Almighty enliven her; the 
Chcrubag and Scraphi^ will attend her, the 
glorfoos Company pf the Apoftles, the good- 
ly Fcllowfliip 9f the Prophets, and the no- 
ble Army of Martyrs will accompany her^ 
and they (hall join, ^ith her in eternal Hal- 
lelujahs to, the Gfe^t King of Heaven and 
Earth ;. in a City, v>bere there Jball be no 
temple, for The Lor4 God ^mighty and The 
Lamb Jhall he the Temple of it j and where 
there Jhall be-no Need of the Sun, neither of 
the Moon-to fhine in it, for the Glory ofGsa 
Jhall iighten.it, and The Lamb Jhall be the 
Light thereof', and thus (hall fhe reign with 
Chriji in the Kingdom of His Glory ^ for eve*- 
and ever. . .■ , 

And do not our Hearts bum within us, 
when we hear Him opening thcfe Things 

to 
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tons, in the Scriptures? Is not the Mind 
raifed,and the AfFedtidns warmed, at the di- 
ftant Profpea of them ? Does not the bare 
Recital of them, make us (for the prcfent 
alk leaft) willing to forfake all to purchafe 
them,^and defirous o^ fleeing away^ and 
being at refl? How great then muft be the 
Tranfport, how inexpreflible the Happi- 
nefs of pofleffing them ? How vaft muft be 
our Debt of Gratitude to Him That pur- 
chafed them ? And in whom fhould the 
Chriftian glory, in whom (hould he place 
his Efteem and Love, his Boaftirig, and his 
Joy, but in Q)rifl Crucifled, in Whom alone 
ie can have a Claim to them ? 

Thus have I confidercd The Bleflcd J^- 

Jiis in all the feveral Views of His being, 

Our Redeemer y Our Conqueror, Our /»- 

flruSior, Our Lord^ Our InterceJfoTy Our 

Comforter^ Our Judge, and Our Hope. And 

from the Whole, Iprefume, we cannot but 

abundantly fee the Truth and Reafon of the 

Voice§ of the many Angels and Thoufands, 

whomSt.J(?A» heard % faying, Worthy it 

The Lamb TTbat wasflain, to receive Power, 

' • Rev. V. II. 

and 
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^mi RicbeSy and Wifdom^ and Strength, and 
H0four, and Glory ^ and Bleffing. 
. And let us, therefore, approach His Al* 
tars with the deepeft Senfe of His Ben&- 
factions to us. Let us commemorate His 
SufferiDgs with Thankfulnefs and Love; 
And renew and confirm our Refolutions of 
obeying His Commandments. Let us me*- 
ditate on all that He has done, and fuffered^ 
and purchafed for us, till they make^ftrong 
and lading Impreflions upon our Minds s till 
His Sufferings grieve, and His Rewards draw 
us to Him; and till our Hearts are thereby 
filled with Joy and Gladnefs, and our 
Mouths with Praife and Thankfgiving, 
And let every Creature ivhicb is in Heaven, 
and on the Earth ; and under the Earthy 
andfucb as are in the Sea, and all that are 
in them, fay ^ BkJJing and Honour^ and Glory, 
and Power, be unto Him Tbatfttetb upon 
the Ihrone^ and unto The Lamb, for ever, 
and ever. 
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•ffic Serifes in which Cbriftia^s 
" -axp ceHrained by their Religion, 
I : [wish r«{pe^ to th« World, 
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CAL. VI. 14. 

"^five 'in fh% Cfofs 0/ cur Lord 

: mwwu 

IT baving;becn Already ^^wn, in tccat- 
.Jng q^ 4^e Words> that flcithcr the. 
\5?orl^ nocjmy 9^ |ts Enjoy mcatede^^^ ifo^ 
ii^ji^ch of qur :Qare apdCohocfn^ as to bi?: 
made the Subje^s of our,.g)brying; and 
pi%ny Reaibns having been already urged 
froBi Oar Blefled Lord'^ SuiSbriogSi His lm-> 
9M»fe Benefa^nSy and His matiifbld Re« 
btions to us, to pro^e, xh9XtbeGr$Js ofCbrift^ 
Q^ or 
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or Cbrtfi crucified^ is alone the trae and 
prc^r Objeft of ^ Chriftian's Gk)ry > I ptp* 
ceed now to .the Confideratiqn of thoie 
other Reafotis for this Truth^ ip^hich iarife 
from ourfelves^ and ^hich-flpw- froitiihe 
Obligations we lye under to Him, from the 
Engagements we have entered into widi 
Him, and fmm theCommaods^nd Reltraints 
which our moft holy Religion lays upon us. 
And this leads me therefore in the 

IV. Fourth and laft place, to explun tbofi: 
Reafops, why Cbrifi irvf ly^rf, fljould be 
the only Objed of our Glory, which are 
implied in the laft Words of the Text, 
namely, becaofe^ iy Him the WarU is cruci- 
fied unto us, and we unto the Worlds Tliat 
is, becaufe, by profefling to embrace Him 
and His moft Holy Religion, wie profefi to 
have fo perfed a Confidence in Him, and 
to be fo entirely under His Guidance j to 
have -fuch a Maftery over dur Defires and* 
Affcdtionsj to fit fo loofe as to alliMit* 
ward Enjoyments 5 and to be under fucha* 
conftant Difpofition of Mind to refign and* 
furrender them upon His firft Sunnnm^ ; ' 
that we may very properly aod jviftly be fiidi 

to 
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to be dead to every thing but Himfelf : We 
profefs to have our Appetites fo mortified^ 
our Paffions fo reftrained^ as to prefent De- 
lights and Purfuits, and .our Affections and 
Defires £ ftrongly fixed^ and fo highly en^ 
fkmed v^ith the Hopes and Expedtations 
of ergoying Hioi and His Glorjr hereafter; 
as tp be able to fay with the JPialmift, that 
as we have none in Heaven but Him^ fo w6 
4^e nothing upon Earth in Vomparifon of 
Him ; and confequently that our Faith iii 
Him, and Obedience to Him, have fo 
powerful and lively an EfFedt upon us, as 
that He may truly be faid,, in the Words of 
the Apoftle/to crucijythe World to us^ ind 
us to the World. \ ' 

"^ Now the Ricftraints, which our moft 
Holy Religion lays upon us, with refpeft 
to the World, arc thefe.^ : : : : 

1. To be deiad to its Vices and Corrup- 
tions. ' - ^ 

2. To enjoy its innocent Delights and 
Pleafures with Moderation and Tempei^ 
ance, and to keep our Affedions free, and 
disengaged from them. And - 

. 3,. To be in a conftant Readinefs and 

Difpofition of Mind to refign and furreti- 

. \ Qjt der 
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dcr tKefn ; whenever theCit?fe of dirf^^ 
Anity (Kali r^iiirc it of us, ot otlr Godand' 
Saviour iball call fas to Himfelf, . * . . 
This Is, I. conceive,' the thielmpkirl^^^^ 
Meaning of Chriftiah .Mprrification an^ 
Self.deniaiy in this Scrife; we arfe iat all 
iTimes, and in all Places to iaWt^ bur Grof^^ 
^d follow the BlelTed Jefus, and mt to 
Jove Father or Mother^ Stjier or RrOthef^ 
^are than Him, left we (hoiild be foundtci 
be ttmvorthy ^ Him : In this cohliftsV lii a 
great mealfure, tlic true P?iie(ftion of the 
Chriftian Life ; the higheft Command over 
ourfelves. attainable by us on this Side the 
Grave, or required of ils : It confifts not in 
.Souf nefs and Moroieneis^ not in lU-nature 
^d Cenforioufiiej&^ not in Cruelty or Bar- 
barity; but in Purity of Mind and Body, 
in Temperance and Sobriety, and in a ready 
Refignation of ourfelves and our Pofleflions 
fto^the Will and Difpo&A of par Lwd and 
.Mafter J frpip .Whofe Jjoytn^i^yer Height^ 
n$r Depth, nor ^btngsfrefint^ whether joy- 
ous or grievotts, vorXbi^gs^jo cme, whether 
.fcarc4 or expefted here, ought to fcparatc 
and remove us* 

1. The 
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I. The firft Inftance, m which The Blcf- 
fed ^efm hzs'cructfiej the fPirld to: us, is 
this i that He requiFCs we fliould be dead 
to its Vices andCbrraptiqns; The Life of 
the trilc Chriftian, h a Life of Pifnty. He^ 
is obliged fo forjake XhgoSinefs aiid' worldly ' 
Lii^y and to live fiber ly, ^gi>t^H/fyi ^nS 
godlily, in this prefint W$rldf -Upon his 
Prpfeffion of the Gofpel, (dd things arepaf^ 
fid a^ay fix>m him, and 2^/Jhings ari be^ 
tome new; and he is to putoj^^ as cohaming 
the firmer Comerfation, tb&'old Mak, aftd 
is to be renewed in the inward Sfinit of Hi 
Mindj in Rigbt^oufnefi; and ^uiff^mji: 
He is how to aift upoa diffepen* Kf otives, h^ 
cM^retot'Rules, and to di^etet\$ Bfinds; ft^n^ 
whalhe did, while he conciniled la'^in j 
i^ is^^hei^^M to livork OQt]idi6rough 
Change in ^s Lifb and Cooveifatioa;. feo 
a& 'uxmiBy ^ ibatbofy Focatiohiidiearimth 
be is cdUed'fand ta have an Eye, in;ja& hS 
Wbrik'SOfd JLQimi] tp the gbeat'End of 
ids Gonver&tioD, tiib Salvation offatifioUli 
'With t|)is View, the Xsmp^atioiis ofv Sb 
ape^tb be refi^d bf him,: tHeAllumoifints 
of Vice overcome ; the Countenance add Aur 
theiiiy l)f coiiupt ani wicked Mto. is to 
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have DO Weight with him, but Iniquities^V 
however authorized by Cuflom, are to be 
difcountenanced by him, aad the moft puh* 
lick Vices avoided ; the pleafing Motions 
of Revenge are to be conquered^ and the 
Defire of Evil fuppreflcd ; He is neither to 
offin- Injuries^ nor revenge them s is neither 
to be allured, terrified^ nor awed into Sin ; 
but is to be at a profefled Eptnity wkh tho 
Corraption$pf the World, however counte- 
nanced or reccwnmended, as they can be 
to him ; and is therefore, by a conftant 
Wid r^lar Courfe of Piety, Juflice, and 
Charity, fo be ever labouring after a Cm^ 
Jcience void of Offence towards Gody and to^ 
VMrds Man. In this he is to- be dill watch- 
ful and diluent ; to be in conftant Jealouiy 
ctf the World, and Fear of himfelf ; to ba 
ever mindful, that the Laws of Truth and 
; Love are to be the Meafures of his A<%ions, 
and neither die corrupt Maxims, norwicked 
Cuftoms of Men ; and how flK)rt ibever he 
may M of Chriftian PerfedUon, yet he is 
ever with Zeal and Courage to labottr^to at« 
tain it 

That we (hould indeed arrive at an unr 
erring State here,9S (whatever fpiritual Pride 

may 
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jbiay faggeft to us) neither within our 
tpQvycr, npr pur Duty 5 and therefore Pn>- 
vifion is made^ in the Gofpel of Peace, for 
the Cure of our Vices and Failings. And as 
it is fuppofed, that even a good Man may 
irequently fall; fo is it direded, that he 
ihould as often rife again, by an unfeigned 
Sorrow and Repentance. And to this Pur« 
poie it is required of us, that we (hould fre- 
quently humble ourfelves in the Sight of 
God^ and lament and bewail that Quilt and 
.Iniquity, whereby His Wrath and Indlgna- 
. tion are juftly incenfed agsunft us ; that the 
Pleafures. of Sin (hould be fucceeded by the 
Remorie and AnguKh of true Contrition ; 
and that we fliould confefs and forfake it, if 
we will obtain Mercy, 

And whenever, therefore, the Croud and 
Confufions of publick Bufinefs diilrad us 1 
whenever either the conquering pur Paf- 
fions, or fabduing our Lufts, the Promo- 
tion of Virtue, and the raiiing us to more 
.lively and efl^ual Sentiments of God and 
Religion, requireit of us; it is then incum- 
bent upon us, to withdraw a while from the 
World, and retire into our own Breafts; and 
. Failing and Mortifications then become ne- 
0^4 ceflary 
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ceflkry Doties. To fuppofe, ihtftPain aid 
Torment, Whippirtgsand Scourglngs, aifc 
acceptable t6 God, as fuch i Is fo ^ppofe, 
that He craelly*ddights in ^e MUery <)f 
His Qreatures, and Tbyes to afiKft, caufdcfe- 
ly,' the Cfaftdreri of Men : < And' to place a 
Merit in CfudWc5iand Auftefitics,to*beliew 
that we can either mate an -Atohenient 
Ibr Sins by them, or late mofcioVdy in the 
Sight of God, merely becaufe imoite wretch- 
'ed in ourfelves; is to derogate ftomthfeEf- 
"foracy or the meritorioas Siideritigs of Olir 
Lord^ and to deny the Goodpfet^ and Mercy 
of God. But nevertheiefs, as He is a God 
of Purity, He muft delight in Virtue; He 
requires Piety and Holinefs from us; and 
,as he w:ho enjoins ^ny End, muft necefla- 
rily enjoin likewife the Ufe of thofe Means 
which lead to it ; we muft thdrtfbre confe- 
quently look on Abftinence and Self-denial 
as the Duties of our Profeffion, to far arid 
as often, as we find them neceffary and con- 
ducive towards the Promotion of trae Pieiy 
and Religio;!. In their Tendency to thefe 
Ends, confifts all their Virtue and Worth; 
and our Want of them for thefe Purpofes, 
and the juft Commands of Authority, arc 

to 
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De he the Mcafurcs of them. Retirement 
lied Rccplledlipn naturally ten4 to corrobo. 
xm^ ftrei^en tb? Mindj t9.collca 
and unite tl?e fc»ttered Forces of our Rca- 
fon, and (hew us the Wiles and Deceits of 
opr ^rtfHi»l Adv^feries in their tr\ie Light i 
to eonfirpi our Rciolutions, and recal oujr 
WRnderiog Thoughts from the.bufy En^ 
jtai^empnts and vain Purfuits of Life, an4 
to coroppfc and fix them on tfjeir proper 
Ot^S, bybe^nning and maintaining her^ 
' aCm'oerfatminHeavm. And when an 
Ahftinence f r9m the other wife innocent and 
ufefol Pleafures of Life, and the denying 
ourfpWeS 0ie Gratification of our Appetkes 
^d Defires, is found neceflary for the 
Promotion of thefe pious Purpofcs j what 
niigbtPtberwife be innocent, becomes thep 
unlawful i and we are in all Things to crttr 
cify the World to us, and ourfelves to the 
World, fo for .as to free ourfelves from the 
Corruptions, and c<?nquer the Vices ofij:. 
And as we are to be thus dead to the Ini- 
quities of the World, fo are we 

2. Secondly, to enjoy its innocent Delights 
and Pleafures with Moderation and Temper, 
and to keep our Affeftions free and difen- 

gaged 

4 
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gaged from too great a Fondnefs for themJ 
The pious Chriftian may enjoy the good 
Things of Life with Chearfukiefs and De- 
light, but he is not to take up his Reft in 
them. He is to have in View a more pure, 
more fubftantial,more durable^and more per- 
fed Happinefi, than any the World can give 
him, as the main End pf his Glory ; and is 
therefore to look beyond the imperfed and 
tranfient Delights of the one, to the Stabi* 
lity, Eternity, and Petfedion of the other. 
And with this View, he is to be, in the 
Midft of Grandeur, humble; in theMidft 
of Power, juft and equal; in the Midft of 
Plenty, compafiionate and charitable ; and 
in the Midft of Pleafure, temperate 9nd re*, 
ferved. To deny himfclf the Enjoyment of 
the Keflings God gives him, were tojnafce 
Chriftianity rob him both of his Reafon 
and Religion, by obliging him to ad both 
irrationally and ungratefully. It were to de- 
prive him of the Power of diftingui(hing be- 
tween Good and Evil, Pain and Pleafure, 
and tocaufe him to make no Difierence be- 
tween the Bleffings and Comforts of a prof- 
perous State, and the Frowns and AfiUdions 
of an adverfe one. It were to make thofe 



Digitized 



by Google 



S E R M O N X. 235 

Ocfircs of Comfort, which arc implanted 
in him, ufelefe and unprofitable; and to 
make that Complacency, he muft necefla- 
rily receive in the Prefence of delightful Ob- 
jeds, criminal and offcnfive ; which is to 
charge The Author of Nature Himfclf with 
Vanity and Folly, And Chriftianity there- 
fore does not rob us of our Enjoyments, but 
fets the proper Bounds and Limits to them. 
Joy and Etelight, even in outward Objedfe, 
are naturally productive of Gratitude and 
Love to the Giver of them ; and as Chear- 
fulnefs of Mind does moft naturally dif. 
pofe us to go on with Steadinefs and Vi- 
gour in our Chriftian Calling, it is not 
barely innocent, but a Duty. If we guard 
againft the Brutalities of Senfuality and Ex- 
cels 5 if our Pleafure be founded upon right 
Principles, and terminate at lad in its Pro- 
per Objed 5 if our Enjoyment of theWorld 
does not chain down our AflFedions to it, 
and make us fondly in- love with it; fuch 
jin Enjoyment of the Fruits of our Labour, 
and of the Vouchfafements of Providence, is, 
in the Words of the wife Man, the Gift of 
God. It will enable us to encounter our 
fpiritual Advcrfaries with the greater Rcfo- 

lution 
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lution end Courage j it wjill give 9s the firm-i. 
cf Confidence and Hop? inftim, Whpgivcs. 
them tQ us as a Pledge of His Favoijir j 
it wiU pronfipt us to adj: iipqn the noblefl; 
principles of Qralit^de and Lpve, in Return 
£>r it ; and H will lead us from prefent Joy 
to fiitui^ Olpry, wd (?acl> u^ tp raife our. 
Thoughts and Dcfires from Inftability tQ 
Pcrfcfljbn, fron^ j^^rth to Heayen. Tlii^ 
Cheariulnefs of Mipd, rpdirciled and em^ 
ployed^ is <^ all others that Di^pfition of 
Soul, which is moft wanted iatbeChriftian 
Li^y ^nd is moQ. prodi;i£|ivp of ChriQM^ 
C^fities ; And as a moderate a^ \irell regu- 
ktcd Eiljoyment pf ourfelv^s i$ moft apt to 
prodpce t^at Difpofition f it has therefore; 
the Dilutes of R^a^QU to vouch fpr it^ and 
the Conxm^ds of Religion to ponfirm it. 
In this Spn^, a merry Heart dotb Gcod^ Hif 
^ Medicine i whilft on the coptrary, a iror 
Jun and dejpdied Spirit drieflf ^p the Bones. 
^ut when pur Heafune degeperates into 
Senfuality;, pur Joy into Waptonnefs ap4 
Excefsj wi^n it <x)rrupts the Mind^ and 
dehafcs thp Underftanding j wheii it caufep 
i}& to forget God, and creptes in us an 
Averfion to our Duty ; and when it capti- 
vates 
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yU^mr WiUs iaA AflfeaioiB, rhafces i» 
teSht wp wholly ^1*1 prefent Gndfioadons^ 
aridtittwiUing ta look beyond tfaaa fdrdw 
OomptetaOnoFbUr BUTsi it tfadh bkoeeds.tiic 
LirMts Thfe Skffeay^to hasfw tdki and 
we ^e in tfeis SenJfe <k)ftimahded 1^ hfe A- 
pdfUei iw/ /o /iw^ if*^ Wi^, heitber th 
TifiHgs of the Wsrtd, becaufe -whofa^ir iMH 
mi bm the Wdrld, 4he Jjm bf^ Fatter 
a not m Him. The 

. 3. TWrd Inflancegiv6n of thd Reftraints 
Idd up<m us by our Religion, with' tefpedt 
to the World and' its EnjoyniCnti, is this j 
t"bat we ought to be ih a cohlh^ Readinefs 
and Di^fitibri of Mind to refigrf alid fur- 
lender them, -vdttnever the Caufe of Chri- 
Hianity fhall require Jt of us, or ; Our God 
W Saviour (hall Call us to Himfelf. Thi« 
•was the Cale of thfc primitive Chriflians, 
who were called to Sufferings and Death. 
Thus the rich Man in the Gofpcl is com- 
itaanded by Our Lord Himfelf, tofe/l all 
that h€ bad, and give to the Poor, if be 
veOtdd baveTreafire in Heaven; becaufe it 
was then neceffary to the perfecuted and 
afBi(*led State of his rifmg Church. And 
tho', by the Bleflingof God, we are now fur- 
rounded 
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louixled widi outwiu'd Peace rndFrcfy^ 
rity, and are not at pcefent, through the ]Di^ 
Tiqc Goodods, called to fo fevcre a Trial ^ 
yet, ibould it pieafe His JufHce to execato 
Veng^abjx upon us, and raiie up o^tf us^ 
the EneiQies of our Rel^ion to peribcute 
and torment us; as Periecution and Suf? 
fering would then be our Pbrtion, fo Cdn^ 
ftancy^^d Patience^ and a ready Refign^r 
don would be our Duty } it would then be - 
necei&ry to obey God rather than Man; 
and to fpllow The Crucified Jefus^ by for^ 
(akiDg all, if we would be His IKfciplcs^ 
And though, bleffed be God ! we; have no 
Reafon to &ar the Approach of ib torible 
an Encounter ; yet, we know, there is an* 
other, which fooner or later muft be underip 
gone by all, in their lafl Moments. And 
what in the former Cafe muft have been 
refigncd to the Power and Authority of 
Men, mud: in the ktter be chcarfully given 
up to the Call and Commands of God. It 
is the great Bufineis of Chriflianity to be 
jever preparing us tq meet Him, and to be ' 
happy with Him ; and among the many 
Difpofitions neccflary for our doing this 
with Comfort, one is, that we (it fo looie 

to 
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ta the Honours, Pleafures, and Profits aboac 
us, as to be able to part with them with 
Readinefs, upon the firft Summons ; that, 
t^ a continud Remembrance of our great 
Change, by frequent Meditaticxis on the in-* 
effable Glories of another Life, and l^ &- 
rious Refle(Sions on the Vanity and Empti* 
oefs of this, we fo fortify our Minds againft 
the L06 of it, fo crucify the JVcrldto our- 
iielves, and ourfdves to the World i as that, 
when the fatal Hour (hall approach us, and 
the Shadows of Death overtake us, we may 
be willing to be diffblved^ and to be with 

CbriJ* 

. Thus have Iconiidered the feveral Parti- 
cujars I at firft propc^d to fpeak to, in treats 
ing of the Words of the Text. And the Sub* 
fiance of the Whole is this : That we have, 
great Reafon tofolk>w our Apoftle's Exam- 
plje in the Teict, and not to glory in any thing 
hat The Crofs of Cbrifi', becaufe neither the 
World, nor any of its Enjoymients, can de- 
ferve any great Degrees of our AfFcdion 
and Love; can fo much as give us a jufl 
Caufe for Pride and Vanity ; and much lefs 
therefore can reward our Labours and Pur* 
iiiits if entirely fixed upon them; and be* 

caufe 
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cMife The Crucified Jej/iis is the noblefl md. 
moft deferving OhjoSt of our Lov^, as to all r 
His dHfisreat Relations to -us confidered i 
tf Our Redeemer, Our Cbiiqueror, Our' 
Inftruder^ Our Interceiibr, Our Lord, Our 
Comftrtcr, Our Judg^andOur Hope. And 
thit it is our Duty, thus to glory inHim^. 
becaufe our Profeffion o£ Him itid Hitf 
Religic^ oMIges us to be dekd. to the V^ic^ 
and Corruptions of the World, and either ta 
avoid atid (hun them, or to purify ourfelve^ 
from the Pollution of them by a fincere Re-' 
pentance ; obliges us to keep our AffedtibW 
free; and in order thereto to be temperate* 
and regular in the Ufe of its'Aecomiliioda- 
tions ; and requires us, to:be-ready arid Wilw 
ling to quit the Poffefltons of them, Wheii-* 
ever called upon to do fo by The Provideilcrf 
of Hirti Who gave them. . ^ - 

And I ftiall now conclude Widh otfl/t#a 
Inferences from the Whole, which are^ 

1. That we may from hence leariv Y* 
admire the Depth of the -Riches of the 
Goodnefs of Our God and Sdvioun And 

2. Secondly, That we be hereby led id 
frequent thatlnftitution, which He has ap- 
pointed as a folemn Remembrance of what 
He fufFcred for us, Firft, 
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JFirft, we may from hence leam to ad- 
taire the Depth of the Riches of the Good-*, 
nefs of God to us. fVbat could have been 
done more for my Vineyard^ fays God of the 
Jewijh Church, that I kave not done in it ? 
and, what more could have been fuffered, 
or purchafed for His Body, may we fay of 
the Chriftian^ which The Bleffed Jefus has 
not undergone and obtained for it? If to 
leflen our prefent Pain, and to remove from 
us future Punifhment 5 if to conquer the 
Evils of Life, and the Terrors of Dteath for 
us ; if to lead us out of Darknefs and Igno* 
ranee into Light, and point out the Paths 
of Peace to us ; if to teach us fViJdom and 
InJiru£lton^ to give Subtlety to the Simple^ 
and to the young Men Knowledge and Difcre^-^ 
tion ; if to aflift us in all our Difficulties ; and 
in all Dangers to comfort and fupport us ; 
if to give us Strength and Grace here, and 
to prepare for us Manfions of endlefs Blife 
hereafter; if to raife us from Corruption 
to Purity, from Weaknefs to Perfedion, 
from Death to Eternity j if this be to re- 
lieve the Wants, fupply tlie Neceffities, and 
perfcdt the Happinefs of his Servants ; what is 
there whicTi we have not feen,that The Blef- 
R fed 
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fed Jefus has done for us ? And God forbid^ 
therefore, that we Jhould glory ^ fave in the 
Crojs oj our Lord Jefus Cbriji. In Him a* 
lone we do rejoice^ yea^ and will rejoice. Hi? 
Benefadlionsare refolvable only into Infinite 
Mercy and Goodnefs, and therefore defervc 
the greatefl Degrees of our Admiration and 
Efteem. An attentive Confideration of them 
muft raife and inflame the Mind; and 
furprize it into Ads of Joy, Gratitude, and 
Love: muft convince Men of their vaft 
Debt and Obligations to Him, and make 
them afraid of offending Him : muft (feew 
us more and more, that the Ways of His 
Mercy are to us unfearchable^ and His 
thoughts of Goodnefs to us pafl finding 
out \ and that therefore the Apoftle's rea- 
foningi&veryconclufive, that ifGodfo loved 
us, we ought aljb to love one another , and 
are moft ftrongly obliged fo to love Him as 
to keep His Commandments. And as Re- 
flexions on the Divine Goodnefs would 
thus influence us in our whole Condud:, 
and lead. us to Virtue and Piety in general; 
fo would they particularly incite us, as I 
propofed to obferve, in the 

2. Second and laft Place, to frequent that 
Inftitution, which Our Lord Himfelf has 

ap- 
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appointed, to be a Memorial of His Hu*- 
miliation and Sufferings for us. To this 
his Gratitude will naturally lead the good 
Man, as well ais his Duty oblige Him. For 
what can be fo agreeable to him, as to re- 
member the meritorious Sufferings of his 
Saviour ? what can he fo much wifti for 
and defire, as to be united with Him ? and 
what fo proper a Means to promote and per- 
fed: that Union, as a ready Obedience to 
His laft Command, and a fplritual and de-^ 
vout Participation of His Body and Blood, 
thereby to fiew forth Bis Deiatb till He 
come ? This Inftitution ,is a Sort of Pledge 
and Affurance to us of the Certainty of His 
coming again } and what, then, can be fo 
devout an Entertainment to the pious Chri- 
llian, as to take Odcafion from thence to 
look back with Grief on thofe Pains and 
Tortures, which He endured for the Sins of 
Men, and to look forward with Amazement 
to thofe inexpreflible Enjoyments, which 
He will infallibly beftow on all them who 
love His Appearance^ The Celebration 
of this Sacrament does naturally tend to 
ftrengthen our Faith, and confirm our 
Hope) to fortify our Refolutions, and 
R 2 redlify 
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redlify our Conduct ; and to give us ardent 
and enflamed Deiires of meeting Him in 
Heaven, with whofe Servants we join, m |he 
flridteft and moft folemn A&, of Commu->- 
nion on Earth. And whoever, therefore, 
is fo fenfible of his Offences, as to be fin- 
cerely defirous of having them removed j 
whoever has fo jufl a Senfe of the Infinite 
Mercies of God, as to think they demand 
a Return of Duty and Obedience to Him ; 
mufl be very defirous of coming frequently 
to the Holy Table, as the mofl effedud 
Means of fubduing Sin and performing an 
acceptable Service ; mufl be very unwilling 
to lofe any Opportunity of teflifying, in the 
Face of His Church, his glcJrying in the 
Crofs of Cbrifi, by fo devout and pious a 
Remembrance of it j mufl hear with great 
Delight thofe comfortable Words, with 
which Our BlefTed Saviour invites all Peni- 
tents to Himfelf 5 and will embrace, with 
Thankfiilnefs of Heart, every Invitation to 
this heavenly Feafl, as a necefTary Proof of 
his Compunftion and Grief of Mind for his 
Tranfgreffions ; and of his fincei'ely r^- 
joicing in The Lordy and joying in The God 
of his Salvation. 

And 
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And let theie then be the Difpofitlons of 
Mind, with which we ftill approach the 
Altar of Grod. Let the Lowlinefs and Hu- 
niility of our Hearts be great, and our Re- 
pentance fincere. Let us raife and exalt our 
SmIs to magnify He Lord; and our Spirits 
to rejoice exceedingly in God our Saviour. 
And God grant, that we mayfo eat the Flejb 
ofCbrift^ and drink His bloody as that not 
may evermore dwell in Him^ and He in us. 
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The Weaknefs of fome Pretences 
which tempt Men to continue 
in Sin ; and the Neceffity of 
Repentance. 

SERMON XI. 

ROM. xiii, 12. 

The Night isfar/penh the Day is 
at hand: Let us therefore caji off 
the Works of Darknefs^ and let 
us put on the Armour of Light. 

TH E State of the Heathen World, be- 
fore the Gofpel was revealed, is very 
juftly reprefented in Scripture, as a State of 
JDarknefs*, a State of Uncertainty, Danger, 
and Dread j wherein Men were very doubt- 
ful and uncertain about the Way to true 
JIappinefe ; were ever in great Danger of 
fpiftaking it, or deviating from it 5 and had 
^reat Rcafon to be in perpetual Fears and 

Anxieties 
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Sin ; fitice we have now a clearer and nearer 
Profpedt of that Salvation which is prepared 
for us, than we either had, or could have» 
at or before our embracing of the Gofpel. 
jffc Nigbt of Ignorance, Error, and Cor- 
ruption, which overipread the World, l^^ 
residyfarjpent} and with refpeft to our^ 
felves, the Day of Knowledge and of C3om- 
fort is at band : let us therefore cafi g^thofe 
Vices and Impurities, which are very pro^ 
perly called the Works ofDarknefs^ begaufe 
they are founded in Ignorance or Perverfe- 
nefs, and (hun the Light ; and kt us put m^ 
or perform thofe Works of Faith, Holinefs, 
and Virtue, which are very elegantly ftylcd, 
the Armour of Light.^^Thzt is, which arc 
as ftrong jirmour to the good Man, on the 
right Hand^ and on the left 3 which are his 
fureft Defence againft, and Support under, 
temporal or fpiritual Evils or Enemies 5 and 
which are founded in the clcareft Knowledge, 
are conduced by it, and will lead to endlefs 
Happinefs in another Life. So that thefc 
Words are a preffing Exhortation to the Ro^ 
mans to forfake their Sins, and immediately 
reform their Lives, from this Confideratfon, 
that their Knowledge of the Gofpel would 
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aggravate their Guilt, and increafe their Pu- 
ftiftlment, if they were not influenced by it 
to:walk in Newnefs of L//^.-— Which is 
what Our BleflTed Lord Himfelf had before 
declared, when He faid, that the Condem- 
nation of the World, at and after His com- 
ing, would be this, that Light was come into 
the Worlds and Men loved Darknefs rather 
than Light y becaufe their Deeds were evil. 

In fpeaking to thofe Words of the Apo^ 
ftle, I fhall . 

I. Enquire whence it is, that notwith- 
ftanding thefe preffing Exhortations 
in Scripture, Men arc ftill backward 
in putting of the Tf^orks of Darknefs ; 
and endeavour to (hew the Weaknefi 
of fome of thofe Pretences, which fup* 
port them in it. And 

IL Shew the abfolute NecefTity of 
Repentance and Reformation, both 
from the Nature of that Happinefi 
which is referved for good Men j and 
from the Nature of thofe Promifes 
on which their Hopes arc built. 

I. Firft, 
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I. Firft, I am to enquire whence it is^ 
that notwithftanding thcfe prefling Exhor- 
tations in Scripture, Men dre ftill backwarct 
in putting off the Works of Darknefs ; and 
to endeavour to (hew the Weaknefs of fome 
of thofe Pretences, whereby they encourage 
themfelvcs in it. And here it may be ob- 
ferved of them in general, that as great as 
the Degeneracy of Mankind is, Reafon and 
Confcience wilP ftill in fome Meafure main- 
tain their Dominion, and oblige Men to ac- 
knowledge an^ fubmit to their Authority. 
So ftrong are their Reproofs, and fo power- 
ful their Adnotonitions, as often. to flop very 
abandoned Men in their vicious Courfes^ 
and force them, in order to their own 
Quiet, to catch at the Shadow of Truth 
at leaft, though they lofe the Subftance of 
it. And hence it is, that they are fo induf- 
trious to be wicked upon Principle ; and 
to find fome Pretences, how falfe or ground* 
lefs foever, which may guard them againft 
the Reproaches of their own Minds, and 
at the fame time leave them at Liberty to 
indulge themfelves in their Pleafures, and 
to profecute their Lufts. This makes them 
4 fo 



Digitized 



by Google 



SERMON XL 255 

fo ready to catch at any Abfurdity to 
Ikreen thcmfelves from the unwelcome 
Work of fearching into, and forfaking their 
Vices ; and lay great Strefs upon what does 
leaft deferve it, the very idle, and indeed 
-wicked Pretiences which countenance and 
encourage them to go on, for fome time at 
. leaft, in their Iniquities. Such are 

I. The wicked Notions too frequently 
entertained of the Extent of The Divine 
Goodnefs. — When the merciful Suggefti- 
ons of The Divine Spirit incite them to 
awake from the Lethargy of Sin, and the 
impartial Didates of their own Minds ter- 
rify them with the Horror of Guilt, and 
Dread of Punifliment ; it is too frequent 
for Men to lull themfelves afleep again in 
this fatal Security, by unjuft Refledions 
on the Divine Mercy j till they are from 
thence brought to conclude, that this Good- 
nefs is too great to punifti what their Parti- 
ality and Self-love call little Offences^ with 
fo much Severity as He has threatened 3 
. or at leaft, that it will for the future be as 
extenfive as it has been hitherto, and not 
execute Vengeance Ipeedily, if at all. From 
whence, they as eafily, as unjuftly in- 
fer, that it is yet time enough to fct about 
^ fo 
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fo ungrateful a Work as the Search into duU 
own Deformities ; and that the next Day^ 
or Week, or Month, or Year, will be foon 
enough to begin and complete it. — So that' 
rather than difcompofe their own Reft and 
Tranquillity, rather than begin the unwell 
come Work of looking into their own Bo- 
foms, they will magnify the Divine Mercy, 
in Oppofition to the Divine Juftice ; and 
conclude, that The Almighty, becaufe full 
of Mercy and loving Kindnefs^ will there- 
fore be in Eflfed both unfaithful and unjuft. 
Refledions, which are no lefs delufive to 
themfelvesthan injurious toThe Divine Ma* 
jefty } and which muft, unlefsthemfelves re- 
pented of, terminate in as fevere a Puniflb- 
ment as abufed Goodnefs can merit. Pre- 
tences, which at once (hew the infatuating 
Nature of Sin, and the defperate Condition 
of the Sinner ; when to avoid the prefcnt Un- 
eafinefs of reviewing his Ways, and putting 
off his Works of Darkriefs, he can dare 
even to reproach Heaveft with his Iniqui^ 
ties, and in EfFedt charge them upon Purity 
itfelf, becaufe he is fuiFered to live in them. 
— For thus to argue from prefent to future 
Impunity ; to fay with the Wretch in the 

Tenth 
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Tenth ^falm^ that becauie God at pjl^efent 
Indetb awa^ His Face^ therefore He lifill ne- 
ver fee it I carries with it not only an un- 
grateful Abufeof Infinite Goodnefs, but is 
slikewife the afcribing our Crimes, in fortie 
'Meafure, to That Power, Which might in- 
deed prevent, but does continue to permit 
them. And how provoking then to The Ma- 
jefty of Heaven, muft this Contempt of His 
Mer<7 be ? How fevcre, in the End, muft 
*be that Vengeance^ to which Men bid fuch 
. Defiance f Happy indeed it is for fuch 
.Men, that the Goodnefs they have to deal 
with is Infinite, and docs yet allow them 
• Time to repent and efcape.: But inexpref-^ 
, fibly miferaWe will be their 4iilure Condi- 
tion, when, unlefs they apply tbemfelvcs to 
- this Repentance, they will, to their eternal 
, Confufion, find, that His Juftic^ and Faith- 
fulnefs are Infinite too. The Obfervation 
of the wife Man is indeed asitrue as old, 
' ^^tbeeaufi Sentence ugdnfi an evil Work is 
not execiitedjpeedifyy tkrefpre the Hearts of 
ibe Sons of Men are fully Jet in them to do 
evil: But then the Declaration of Ifaiah % 
concerning the End of thefe Mep, is no le/s 

? Chap. Ixv. 20. iii. I'l- > 

S awaken- 
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awakening than prophetical, that thagb 
they live to be an hundred Tears old, yetjhail 
they in the End be accurfed, and the Rewards 
of their Hands be given them. Though 
our compaffionate Judge is flow to Ang^r^ 
yet His Judgments are fure and inevitable; 
. the great Day of Retribution of the Juft a id 
Unjuft, however mercifully delayed, will yet 
infallibly appear; and theNegledcf prepar-* 
ing for its Appearance is th6 moft fure Me- 
thod, both to make us fear its coming, and 
to add to the Severity of its Punifhmenfe. 
. And blefled therefore be His Holy Name, 
for that He tas mt forgotten to be gracious^ 
mrjbut up His loving Kindne/s in Dkfi^^ 
fure } but has added to His odier Bleffings, 
that of evd:y Day's Life, that we fbould re- 
turn^ and be converted, and that He tbHild 
heal us. An Opportunity, which both Our 
Prudence and Intereft (hoald oUige us to 
improve with equal Gratitude and Af^Uca-^ 
tion J fince as the TreefaUs^fo' it liis, agd 
tothe impehitcnt, nothing fucceeds^/y/ TJr- 
wr, and a dreadful koking for if Judgiaei^ 
2. Secondly, another Obflrudion, that 
^ caufes many to negleft die putting t^tife 
Works ofDarknefs^ is the pretended Labour 
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jaftd;pif?iailtjr of the Work. To fubdue 
imperious.and indulged Paflions, to conquer 
cind ^radicate inveterate Habits^ and to lin- 

^ dereo,the fevere Difcipline of Mortificatipn 
'and Selfrdenial, are Duties which wegk 

, Minds too often magnffy into Impoflibili- 

. ties.; and t^is makes them, as is juftly ob« 
ienied pf.them, work out their Dcftrudion, 

^jss they afcconomandcd to do their Salva^ 

, tim^ even wifb Fear and Trembling. Their 

♦ good Intentions are rendered inefFedual 
by thefeinbaginary Fears j whilft they arc 
afliamed of Sin, and fincerejy defirous of 

,farfaking'it J but think they.have ^-.ready 
gpne too.fer to be able to retreat- — An Un- 
de>:takingindeed it is laborious and di£GcuJt, 

' and therefore neceflary to be fpeedily and 
heartily profccuted, becaufe it isfo : But, if 

. rightly confidered, it has nothing fo terrible 
in it, as the Tempter or our Weaknefs may 
fuggeft, nor. ^ny thing impofliblc,which may 
reafonably deter us from it. Conftancy of 

' Mind, and Afliduity of Application, daily 
furmount Difficulties, which were in Ap- 
pearance infuperable ; nor can we be able 
to judge of the Force of fuch Refoli^tion, 
till Experience does convince us of it/T^e 
S 2 Dangers 
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Dangers, that at a Dlflatice terrify and ado- 
nKh, upon our nearer Approach often va- 
ni(h into Air > and the Labours, that uhat- 
tempted amaze and intiriiidate, upoii being 
undertaken with Courage/ prove furprizing- 
ly vincible and eafy to us. And therefore 
to continue in the fForks ofDdrkneJs^ for 
fear of not being able to conquer the Diffi- 
culties of forfaking them, cgn oiily be Cow- 
ardice, and a Willingnefs to be deceived ; 
and that Cowardice and Willingnefs will 
heighten our Guilt, and increafe the Aggra- 
vations of it. 

Nor is it the Force of Refolution only, 
that renders fuch Fears unmanly ^ but what 
makes our Submiffion to them in this Cafe 
inexcufable, is, the certain Participation of 
that Divine Grace, which is promifed to us. 
Our Blefled Lord tells us, that the Things 
that are impoffihle mth Men^ arepojjible with 
God; and therefore, though the Work of 
Reformation v^ere allowed to be beyond.our 
natural Powers, yet were it unpardonable in 
us to negledt it^ becaufe we are fure of be- 
ing affifted by an Omnipotent Hand, Which 
will render our Diligence fufficient, tho' our 
Virtue here fhould not be compfete. The 

Promiie 



Digitized 



by Google 



Sj; R^M.O N^3^I. 261 

Promife is, that God will give'His Holy Spi- * 
rff to them that ajk Him •* that if we feeV 
Him diligently^' f?^ willbejhundy if we calP 
upon Him^ He ^ill bear. And this fhould 
furely infpirc us with a Fortitude be-^ 
coming the Soldiers and Servants of Chnfi ; 
ihould quicken thofe, who are not far gone ' 
iH Vice, to return with Speed, before they ^ 
arc brought' tinder the Dominion of it ; ' 
ftouldalfoencdurage thofe, who are grown - 
old in Iniquity, hot to defpair of breaking ofF* 
their Sins by Rep^itance ; arid flbould ani- ^ 
mate all to apply thcmfelves with unweari- ; 
cd 'Application to the Throne of Grace, for 
that Afliftance, of which all ftand in need/^ 

^*fiut befidcs this Affiftarice, which in or^i 
dinary Cafes puts it in our Power to turn to^ 
Gbd, becaufe it is itfelf within our Reach ;' 
there is yet another Confideration, which ' 
would render cur Fears and Remiffnefs in • 
turning from our Iniquities unpardonable/' 
even tho' that Afliftance had not been pro- : 
iriiicd — And this is, that it is not required of 
us, thatwe (hould here become perfe<a 5 but^ 
only that we (hould labour inceflantly after- 
Perfedion. Our Endeavours, tho' weak, if 
unfeigned and unwearied, will be accepted, 

^ S3 through, 
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through the Mediation and Sufferings of. 
Our Redeemer^ as the fulfilling our MUty^, 
and neither will tbe bruifed tieedbe broken^ 
nor tbefmokinf^ Flax be quenched. . 

So that upon the Whole lit may appear* 
that th^fe Pretences are frivoipus and triftiqgi 
that thefe chimerical ImpoOlbiUties are only 
the Creatures of our own Imaginations; 
and that, fuppoiing them in Fad real, yet 
Opr Remiflhefs is not excuff^le^' becaufe the 
Conquering them is no more than God has^ 
promifed His Grace to enaUe us tq do. 

. 3 . The laft Caufe of ni^e<f]Eihg this great . 
Duty pf Repentance, that I (hall mention^ . 
i^ the placing the Subftance, or the Whole 
of Religion, in Things in which it doe&noe, 
cpnfift, — This was the Crime of thofePha^ 
rUaical Hypocrites, whom the Baptift calls. 
ui Generation tjf ^ Vipers^ becaufe they fougli^. , 
tbe Baptifm rf 'Repentance ^ but peglededtQ 
perform the Worh meet for it. Thcfe werp 
thofc wbit^d Sepuifbres^ who [placed; the 
Whole pf Religion in thcBreafJth of their. 
PbyUdteries, and the Leijgth of their fecm- . 
ing Devptiorts J without indeed .beautiful,*, 
but within full pf all Uncleann6&; and. - 
wl)0 laid th? greateft CUln^ to Religion 

Wi4 
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and Virtue, though they were the leaft ac- 
tuated by them. A Pradticc very juftly con- 
demned in a neighbouring Church, which 
teaches the. Members of her Communion, 
tvith numbered Prayers, forced Penitences, 
and fiberalOblations,to compound, as it were, 
with God for their Iniquities j and as juftly 
chargeable upon thofe among ourfelves, who 
ihall lay fo much Strefs on one Branch 
of religious Duty, as to think it will autho- 
rize the Negleft of any other Part of it ; 
who (hall cither be fo fond of StifFnefs and 
Formality, as to make Religion chiefly to 
confift in AfFedtation and Morofenefs; or 
ijiall, by a very ftridt Obfcrvance of the ce- 
remonial Parts of the Law, think them- 
felves at Liberty to fuperfede the weightier 
Matters of it. The fatal Confequence of 
this .Error is, that it is the Parent ofi both 
Superftition and Profanenefs ; as it inclines 
Men to be, on the one hand, fuperftitioufly 
cxaft in thefe miftaken Shews of Virtue, 
wherein it doth not confift ; and to be pro- 
fanely negligent, on the other, of thofe in- 
difpenfable Duties, wherein it does. This 
makes Men negledl the Examination and 
Amendmeat of their Lives, as a Work as 
S 4 unncccf- 



Digitized 



by Google 



«64 SERMON XI. 

unneceilary as it is ungrateful s and imfer^ 
bly delude themfelves with expeding, by 
the cxa<a Performance of thefe particular 
Parts of Religion (whether they be really 
or only in Imagination fuch) to make up 
for the Non-obfervance of all the reft. — A 
Pretence, which, how abfurdand how dan- 
gerous foever, will never fail of being rea^ 
dily entertained by the vicious Part of Man-r 
kind 5 whofe Aim it is, fo tq blend Reli- 
gion and Impiety together * as to be able, to 
promife themfelves the Rewards of the gne^, 
and yet be at Liberty to enjoy the Plea-^ 
fures of the other. 

But the Deceit is obvious, and the Prac-r 
tice fatal. — True Religion is conftant and 
uniform ; not confined to particular Duties, 
which are beft fuited to our Diipofitions, 
and coft us leaft Pains ; but extended uni- 
verfally to all the Laws of God. It is a re-' 
gular Progrels in Virtues of every kind ; ^ 
continual Warfare with Vices of every De-* 
nomination. And accordingly, the Promife 
is not to the devout Man, if he be impure or 
uncharitable; or to the Liberal and Bounti- 
ful, if he be anUnbeliever, or Blafphemer, or 
revengeful; but to hin> only, whpfe conftant 
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Care it is, to obey all the Commandments of 
hh Father Which h in Heaven: And. 
therefore, fays the Apoftle, be thai offends' 
in but bne Point, that is, lives in the Love 
and conft^nt Pradice of any known Sin, is 
guilty,ofalL"^ And {(then we would pre- 
fer our real Happinefs to tranfitofy Plea- 
flires, we muft remember, that no Virtues, 
Hqw glqrjious or valuable ibever in them- 
felves, can compenfate for the wilful Com- . 
ipiffion of any one fP^ork ofDdrknefs ; and 
tjiat unlefs we repent oC thofe, as well as 
perform thefe, w;e fliall inevitably peri{h^^ 
Which will more fully appear, if we pro- 
ceed to fhew, ^ , ; . 

' IJ. Secondly, the abfolute"Ncccflity of 
Inch a Repentance, afid Change ' of Life, 
Ijoth from the Nature of that Happinefs, 
which is referved for good Men • and from 
the Nature of thofe Promifes, on which* 
their Hopes and Claim are built : Or.in o-^ 
ther Words, becaufe this Change is necef- 
fary to that Perfedion of our Nature, which 
i§ requifite to our Happinefs ; and becaufe 
without it, the Promifes of the Gofpel will 
be to us of no EfFed, and with regard to 
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cDrfcIvcs, the Death of The Son of God at 
bed vain and unprofitable. 
[ WcrcSin of fo pure and uncorrupt a Na- 
ture, as to leave no Stain of Guilt behind it, 
its Efiedts would be the lefs dreadful^ becauie 
tianiicnt j but certain it is^ that it leaves 
fuch Marks of Impurity upon the Mind, as 
nothing but Repentance can wipe off; and 
fuch as would embitter the Joys of Heaven, 
j^ the Sinner could be conveyed thither 
vj[ith his Vices about him, Foriongand 
continued Habits have not only a mighty 
ESc& upon the Body, in rendering Uiofe 
Offices eaiy knd pradlcable, which at firfl 
were hard and difficult to be' performed |' 
kit the greafeeft Misfortune of them, when 
applied tp improper Objeds, is, that they . 
ftrongly affcdt the Soul it&lf j they lay a 
great Biafs upon the Underllanding and all; 
its Fac^lties, till by gradual and repeated 
A^, tb^y incline it to a lx)ve and Fond-r. 
ncfs for thofe Vices, which at firftwere 
looked, on with Abhorrence. When Men 
let out in a vicious Courfe, they have often 
jnany and gf cat Obftru£tions in their Way, 
which do much imbitter the Pleafures, and 
enhance the Labour arid Slavery, of Sin.— 

The 
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The gracious Suggeflions of God's Holy. 
Spirit muft be refifted ; the warm Repre- 
if ntations andl pui^cnt Rcmorfes-^ of their 
own Minds iwift be ftifled and fuppreffed ^ 
and as pur Lord fays of St Peter oa aaother 
Occafiofl, they fnufl fubmil to be boami 
l^ another,' and rt b£ carried^ as it were,, 
where they would not j^^Bnt a long Courie 
of Iniquity will get over thefe Rubs, and 
Oiake Men fancy^ at Icaft, that the Way is 
ipooth and eafy« If It cannot raife up Sin 
tpa'Level with the 'Mind, it 'will at leaft, 
bring down the Soul to a Level with Sin i 
corrupt her Appetite?, and debafe her Af- 
fections ; till ftieis atlaft fo totally immerfed 
in prefent Dc|ights, as to be fcarqe able ta 
fprih. an Idea of any Happincfs beyond fen- 
fpal Gratifications.. — ^And what Pellowjhip 
then can there be between Light and IDark-^ 
jieji? what Communion between Chriji and 
J^e/ifil? When the Mind is thus dead and 
loft ,tO: all immaterial Joys, what Comfort 
Qould.fhe receive, even in Abraham^ s Bd^ 
Jim t What Relifti can that Mind have 
pf the tranfcerident Blifs of a near View 'and 
(Contemplation of God's Nature and Works, 
which can form ho Notion of the Loveli- 
4 ncfs 
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nefs of cither ? Or whit Pleafure can Eter- 
nity itfelf give him, who mull be eternally 
abfent from what he moft loves, and eter- 
nally prefent with what he thinks the moft 
infipid, if not the moft hated Objeas ? Who- ' 
ever, then, would love and enjoy God here-* 
after, muft early form his Mind to a Tafte of 
thofc heavenly Pleafurcs, by habitual Piety 
and Obedience here. Whoever would find it 
his Happinefs to fee Him as He is^ muft begin' 
his Intercourfe and Conyqjfation with Hini^ 
on this Side the Grave ; and the firft Step t6' 
that Converfation muft neceflarily be, /d 
turn away from the Wickedne/s that be hath' 
committed^ and do that which is lawful and 
right. — The Want of which, as it proves' 
thus a natural Incapacity for Happinefs, fo 
likewife is it a religious one too \ fince the 
Nature of the Gofpel Promifes, on which the ' 
Hopes of this Happinefs are built, is fuch,' 
that, without this Repentance, they will.be* 
to us of none EfFea, and the Death of The'; 
Son of God to us vain and unprofitable; * 
Thefe Promifes, though extenfive, are* 
yet limited; and though much beyond 
the Merit and Expedlatiorl of Mankind,* 
dnd oflfered freely to all, jret will be con-' 
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ditional in their Application. They are nei- 
ther defigned for, nor belong to^ the Im- 
penitent ; and they only (hall partake of 
them, who by a firm Faith, a Renovation 
of Mind^ and a Newnefs of Life, feek for 
this Honour^ Glory ^ and Immortality. To 
rejed: and contemn our Lord's Precepts, is 
to deny Him in the worft of Senfes, and 
to incur the Curfe of being denied by Him, 
before His Father Which is' in Heaven. 
Who then can look back, with Unconcern, 
on the Days of his Wickednefs ? Whp 
can view the Streams that flowed from his 
Saviour's Side to cleanfe him from his Ini- 
quities, and yet continue impenitent, arid 
difobedient to Him ? His Sufferings for Sin 
mud raife a Deteflation for it, in all who 
would reap the Benefits of ^ofe Suffering^ ; 
and muft excite them to fteady and ef- 
fedlual Refblutions to difentangle them- 
felveis, as foon as poffible, from its ufurpcd 
Dominion, and pay no longer Obedience to 
it. The Senfe of their Danger muft fo 
awaken, and the Hopes of Happinefs muft 
fo powerfiilly animate them, as to fet them, 
without Delay, about this neceflary and 
important Work, while there is yet Time 

left. 
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kft, and it • is called To day^ ^eauje 4b^ 
Nigbt drawetb m^ ivberein no Man €gn 
tcori^.— And as this is always neceilary, and 
never to -be ne^e^ed^ fb is it ippre efpe- 
daily feaibnable at this Time % which hasj 
from the. earlieft Ages, ^ been fet apart by 
the Church of Chrifl for Piety and Re- 
collection j for retiring, as much as may 
be, from the World, and making our Peace 
with God : . And this, by looking into the 
State and Condition . of our Souls, by la- 
menting our Sins, imploring Pardon for 
them, and entering into £uch a Courfe of 
Mortification and Self-denial, as.isnecef- 

. iary to enable us to fbrfake them.— And • 
may That God, to Whom our Hearts are 
vpm^ our Defires known^ and from Whom no 
Secret I jofc hid^ fo cleanfe our Hearfs from 
all Works of Darknefs, and fo incline them 
to keep His Laws for the future, that by 
the Injpiration of His Holy Spirit we ro*y 

. henceforward ^^r/f^/y love Him^ andwor-- 
tbify magnify His Holy Name, through Je-^ 

fUi Cbrijl our Lord. 

■ Preached in Leni^ 
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Of Reading the Scriptures with 
. Underflanding and Edification. 

S E R M ON XII. 

MAT. ixiv. 15; 
Pf^hofo readeth^ let him under ft and. 

TH E holy Evangelift give^ us, in this 
Chapter^ that mod remarkably Prc- 
diftion of Our Lord^ concerning the £)e- 
ftruSion of Jerufdlem^ and the whole 
y^Jh State, which was fulfilled about 
thirty Years after His Death • and by the 
Fulfilling of which. His Fore-knowledge was 
wonderfully difplayed, and the Truth of 
His Gofpel tnightily confirmed. In the 
Verfe, out of Which the Text is taken, He 
applies the Prophecy of Daniel^ which we 
have in his ix*^ Chapter^ to this great Event } 
and upon mention of the Prophet's Writ- 
ings on this Occafion, He is led both to re- ^ 
T prove 
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prove the Careleffiiefs of thofe, who read 
that holy Penman without a due Regstfd 
and Attention to his Meaning ; and to ex- 
hort all who heard him, to perufe and con« 
iider the Prophecy with that Care and Re- . 
verence, which the Authority of thcWriter, 
and the Importance of the Subjed required 
from ally who would efcape the common 
Deftradlion. For the Words of the Text 
may be underftood in either, or in both 
Senfes. — Wbofo readetby let him not do it 
with fuch Indif&reiTce and Unconcern, as 
if he cared not whether he underftood what 
he read or not ; but let him doit with that 
Application and Seriouihefs, diat Reverence 
Sot the Writer, as the Prophet of The Moil 
High God, and thofe Difpoiitions of Mind 
and Heart, which are necei&ry to prepare 
. Men for the Receptiofi of divine Troths ; if 
they would fo read, as to underfland them» 
And whoever confiders the Sublimity of the 
Dodrines contained in it, v^l find great 
Reafim to apply Our Blefibd Lord's Adviqe 
in the Text^ to the whole Book of God : 
Whoever confiders, that it is from thence 
^ne that he can with Certainty form juil 
Notions of God and himfelf, and be rightly 

in- 
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ftruftfed in the Ways of Salvation, will be 
very willing to be always put in Remem^ 
brdt^ce of tbefe Tbin^s^ though he inowi 
ihern^ akd be eftablijhed in the prefent ^ruth. 
i fliilt therefore take occafloft from the 
Words of the Text to enquire, 

!• What Difpofitk)ns of Mind and 
Heart are necefiary for thoft, who 
would read the Word of God with 
tJnderfl^ding and Edification. And 

II. How taix it is either our Duty, or in 
our Power, to underfiand them. 

I. Firift, lam to enquire what Difpofi- 
tions of Mind and Heat t are necefiary for 
thofe, who would read the Word of God 
, with Underflandihg and Edification. And 
the chief erf thefe ire— Humility, a Thirfl 
after the Knowledge of Divine Truths, an 
earneft Deiire of eternal Happinefs, and an 
lioneft and upright Heart. 

Humility of Mind is abfolutely necefifary 
for thofe, who would ftudy the divine Wri- 
ters with Profit and Comfort j both to^eep 
them oiit of the Seat^^nd to guard them from 
T 2 the 
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the Reproaches, of the Scomer ; and toqua-^ 
lify them to receive and embrace thofe 
fcriptural Dodlrines of Forbearance, Self- 
denial, and Charity, which are fo contrary 
to the natural Appetites and Inclinations of 
Men, and fo mortifying and intolerable to 
the proud in Spirit— The proud Man is very 
apt to make his own Underflanding, the 
Meafure and Standard of all Truth; and will 
therefore be very ready, at firft Sight, to re- 
jedt thofe Do£krmes as falfe and abfurd, 
which he cannot comprehend. He is very 
fond of his own Opinions and Sentiments, 
and will not have Patience and Temper 
enough to give any others a fair and im- 
partial Examination, which thwart and 
contradid them. — A principal Doctrine of 
Cbriftianity, the Merits of the Death of 
Cbri/i^ is a Stumbling-block in his Way, 
which he can hardly get over : A cruci-i 
fied Saviour, he thinks a Contradiction in 
Terms ; and cannot eafily be brought to 
attend to the Inftrudions of plain and il- 
literate Men, though aduatcd by The Spirit 
of God, — He is fond, as of his Opinions, fo 
of his Perfon : To teach him, that he is in 
Nature upon a Level with the loweft of 

Man- 
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Mankind, and ought to treat theni with Re* 
gard,. as the Workmanftiip of The Same 
Cod; with Humanity, as by Nature his E- 
qua)s ; and with Tendernefs and Affection, 
as his Feilow*Candidates for eternal Glory i 
this is an bard Sayings he cannot bear it : 
And little Advantage therefore can he be cx^ 
pedcd to reap from the Word of God itfelf, 
iince it requires him firfl: to empty himfelf^ 
^d C9,ft oiFall his imagined Sufficiency, in 
order to come to God ; and tells him, that 
The Spirit of The .Moft High dwells only 
with him, that i&of an bumble and contrite 
Spirit^ and who is meek and lowly in Heart. 
..And one Reafon, why God takes up his 
Abode with fuch, is this ; that the humUe 
]^an is diffident and fufpicious ofhis own 
Abilities.— He isconfcious of his own Fol* 
U^s and In>perfe£tions, and is therefore open 
to Jnftr\i£ti9n frojn any Hand, and ever wil- 
Ung to en^brac? it. Ife is vc;ry fenfible, 
that^he knows little, aqd prafiifes lefs j an4 
will therefore readily refign himfelf up to 
^he Guidance of the holy Penmen, both ioi . 
Matters of Principle and Duty. It is enough 
to fatisfy him of the Truth of any Dodrine, 
tlj^t in^ircd Writers teach it, whether he 
T 3 coax- 
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comprehends it or not ^ and there is noPre-i 
cept fo iiard^ but he can refolve to obey ](» 
when convinced that his Maker requires it 
at his Hands. What gives Offence and tM- 
tafte to the proud, is to hini matter of Joy 
and Comfort : The Flainnefs and Simplicity 
of the Gofpcl, is with hini a good Argu- 
ment that it comes from God, and that is 4 
fre(h Inftance of his Goodneis. He expe^ 
not, that The Aln^ighty fliou}d reafon wit^ 
his Oeatures in the Manner that would bet 
moft fuitable to the Vanity of Men; but 
thinks it moft agreeable to HisMajefty 
and Authority, to teach and to pronounce; 
And he has great Reafon to bope^ that The 
Holy Spirit will ofiM Bs XJnderflandtn^^ that 
be may wider ftand the Scriptures when hq 
reads them ; becauie he reads them wiit^ 
the Reverence, that is due to them as 
the Word of God, an4 with a fixed Re- 
folution to caflt down* Imagrnatims^ 0t4 
every thing that exaltetb itfelj a^ain^ tbt 
%muoledge of God\, and to hing int-o Cap^ 
tivity every bought to the Obedience of 

Q'-iX " * . . ' 

Another Qujilification'ncccflary for thoie^ 

tha^ \youldyj read tl^e Scriptures as ioun^ 

^ ' ^ . derjlani 
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dnfiand them> is this , tbat they muft have a 
finoere Third after the Knowledge of divine 
Things^ Withoiitthis^theywifl neither read 
them with that Apfdication and Diligence 
wHich is necefiary to come at the Meaning 
of them; nor will the divine Truths, they 
tgs^\ md^e that ImprefliQa on their Minds 
which is Deceflary for their Edi£k:ation and 
Comfort. Hqj everyMetk^tTntKSTETn, 
faith the Pro|>het, cmeye^ and drink-, cme^ 
buy mtbout Mmey, mid nioitUut Price.^^ 
He that tbirHetbnot, will neither feek the^ 
Waters of Life wiUi that Dllig^ce he 
oaght, nor drink them with that Delight 
apd Tranfport which they will give ta 
every pious Mind, once enflamed with the; 
^ve of Divine Knowledge. The facred^ 
Writings contain |uchTreaiure$ of Wif^jioni 
as. no Man can exhauft ; and as they opei^ 
tt) us the. Wonders of God's Nature- and 
Providence, which are beyond the Difco* 
very of Man's Underilanding, each DodfarinQ 
Q^ds new Matter of Admiration and Love. 
»^We have here the Foretaftes of tha^ 
Knowledge, which will empby and make, 
us happy to all Eternity \ and he^ that has 
« juft TaAe and Relifh for this^ which alOne^ 
T 4 deferves 



Digitized 



by Google 



aSo S E R M O N xn. 

deferves the Name of trae Knowledge, wfll 
find his prefent Satisfadion and Comfort 
increafe, in Proportion as he makes a Pro- 
grels in it. He is here in no Danger of be- 
ing deceived, or vainly amufed $ the Doo* 
trincs taught are the Dilates of Unerring 
Truth ; and the Study of them is as much 
fuperiour to that of any other kind of Learn- 
ing, as the Heaven excels the Earth.*— And, 
indeed, as nothing does really deferve the 
Name of Learning, but v^hat does imme- 
diately or ultimately tend to make us wiier 
and better Men ; the £icred Books muft 
therefore be the heft, becaufe the fliorteft, 
and the moft effe£hial Way to true Wifdom 
and VirtuiB ; and the more we know of 
^leqi, the more we fhall dcfire ftill to 
know, and the more Cbmfort and Joy will 
they infufe into our Souls, till what we now 
fee darkly, (hall be made clear to us^ and 
till we know as fully as^ we ourfehes are 
known. - 

But both our Iniprovepient and ouf 
Comfort in thefe Studies, depend greatly 
on this, that we confider iht Bihky as what 
it is, the Book of God ; not as the Work 
of Man, but as the Revelations of our Ma-* 
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)cer ; not as writt^ for our Entertainment, 
but to be our infallible Rule in what we 
«re all moft concerned to know, the Way 
^to future and eternal Happinefs. Whoever 
confiders them in this Light, will daily grow 
more and more in love with them, till they 
come to be, as they were to the primitive 
Chriftians, dearer to him than his Life ; 
whilft all other kinds of Knowledge, which 
do not center here, will, however magnified 
by vain or defigning Men, prove lighter 
in the End than Vanity itfelf— And if Men 
fearch the facred Writings only to fatisfy a 
vain Curiofity, or to entertain themfelves 
'with Speculations, which will be of no real 
Profit to their Souls; the Difappointment 
muft be equal to the Folly of the Defign. 
And it is therefore necefl&ry for thofe, who 
would fo read the Scriptures, as to under^ 
Jiand them to their Profit and Edification, 
to have aThirft after the Knowledge of 
D/ww Truths, as fucb\ to confider the 
mighty Weight and Importance of them ; 
and to propofe the farrie End in reading 
or hearing them, as God Himfelf had in in- 
fpiring thofe who wrote them, namely, the 
Salvation of their Souls. Which leads me 

to 
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to the third Difpofitioa beforemeiitionedy 
which i$ 

An earaeft Defire of eternal Happinefiu 
The Knowledge, the Comforts, and the 
Ufes of the Scriptures, are all of a ipiritual 
Kature. They are defigned to teach and 
guide us to a fpiritual Life here, in order to 
lead us to a fpiritual H^^ppiitefi hereafter : 
And whoever does not condder them in this 
Light, will never be aUp rightly to under** 
ftand them. They are defigned to raUe us 
above prefeot Pto&s and Delights, to Joys 
incomprehenfifalc, and («)11[ of Glory* Thek 
great Aim is to perfuade us, to Jet our Aj^ 
feSiims on things aSove^ not on Tbinfrs on the 
Earth ; to have our daily Comxrfatton with 
The BleiTed Jefm and the Saints in Heawn % 
that fo our prefent Lile may truly be ^ 
to be bid, with Cbrifi, in God. Our Moft 
Cracious God, and Ever-He0ed Redeemer, 
fends His Prophets and ApofHes to us, to 
bring us to Himfelf. With this View they 
wrote the holy Bool^s, and died tp tcftify 
the Truth of what they wrote > and with 
this View mufi: they be ftudied and cong- 
dered by thofe, who would difcover the hid- 
den Wifdom that is in them, or taAe the 

hid- 
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hidden Comforts that flow from them.-^. 
'f'his Defign is one proper ^ey to the In-- 
tprpretation of them ; ^nd it muft therefor^ 
^vep b^ remembered, that the Words which 
are there fpoken, are Spirit^ and are Life^ 
The great Advantages they propofe zxcfpi^ 
rituati the IJJe they lea^ to, as only wor*- 
thy of our conAant Application, is not tem<* 
pocal i}ut eteroaU ^nd they n^uft therefore 
altivays be cqp£dered in this Lighl, or, ia 
Other W^49> muft be jpiritually under- 
ftoqd. — It is this holy Book alone, fron| 
Mrhich we can )earn with Certainty^ that we 
^e intitled to a State of futiire and un•^ 
ipeali:able Glory ; it is this ^polc alone, tha( 
l^an (hew us, vAtii Authority^ the Way that 
ififallibly Ig^ds to it ; abd the good Chri<* 
fttao, who would ftudy tl^ Scriptures a- 
right, fhouki ever hav« it iA his View. 
Whenever he fees the Bible ^ he (hould 
think of Heaven; whenever he reads, or 
hprs it read, be (hould have the Joys at 
Qod's Right Hand ^rm^^ imprinted on his 
Mind ; and this Will not only make him both 
love and reverence thoie invaluable Writingsi, 
lyhich guide him to thofe Joys 5 but will evei> 
^e|p hini to underftand thofe Parts of them»- 

which 
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which he is moft nearly concerned to know. 
It will quicken his Diligence, and ftrengthen 
his Application 5 it will teach him to lay a 
proper Strefs upon every Sentence, which is 
of fuch mighty Concern to him ; and it will 
teach him to interpret tbofe Doiftrines, and 
Promifes, and Rules of Life, which he is 
moft ftridtly bound to know, in fuch a 
Manner, as (hall beft agree with the Purity 
6f That God Who is to beftow his Happi- 
nefs, and with that HoUnefs which is ne* 
ceffary in order to it. 

Indeed the holy Scriptures In general 
contain fuch Treafures of Wifdom and 
Knowledge, as no Man can exhauft ; they 
contain a* greater Fund of Learning, ftridlly 
fo called, and require greater Abilities of' 
Mind, and a greater Share of Knowledge to 
underftand all the Parts of them, than any 
one Book (I might fay, ail^ in fome relpeds) 
tliat ever was publi(hed in the Worldl 
But Applications of this kind are peculiarly, 
the Labour, the Duty, and the Hapfiinefv 
of thofe, whom God has endued with Power 
or Learning to explain and to enforce them. 
With regard to the Generality of Chriftians-, 
to whofe Cafe I am now confined ; tljeir. 

Bufi- 
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Bufinefs is only to know fo much of them 
as 18 neceffary for their eternal Happincfs ; 
and in order to this, they muft not only ear- 
neftly defire that Happinefs, but muft like- * 
wife have the fourth and laft Qualification 
beforcmentioned, 

' An.honeft and upright Heart.— That is, 
they muft read the holy Scriptures with an 
honeft and fincere Refolution to do their 
utmoft to pradtife all thofe Duties, which 
they (hall find there required of them, how 
difficult, or how difagreeable foever. They 
muft have no fecret Lufts^ or vicious Habits 
lianging about them, to give a wrong Caft 
and Biafs to their Minds; but muft give 
themfelves wholly up to the Guidance and 
Diredion of God's Word, without any Re* 
ferve. For finful Habits cloud the Under- 
ftanding, pervert the Will, and harden the 
Heart. And therefore fays Our Blefled Lord, 
he that will do His Willjhall know of My 
DoSirine^ whether it be of God. He that 
will not obey His Laws, will not be unpre- 
judiced and impartial enough to judge a- 
right, even of the Proofs of His Divine 
Miffion. For vicious Habits and repeated 
Guilt do, in the Language of the Apo- 
poftle, as it were fear Men's Confciences 

and 
4 
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and Underftandings with an hot Iron, againfl 
any Divine Impreflions ; they make them 
deaf to the Calls of God Himfelf; fo,that 
tbey will not fee with tbeir^ Eyes, nor bear witif 
tbeir Ears, nor under /land wifb tbeir Heart s^ 
left tbey Jhould be converted and bealed,^^^ 
And fince then one gracious Deiign of the 
holy Scriptures is to oppofe and refbmi all 
Wickednels in Men; and fincc tbey, who 
refolvc to go on in Iniquity, will naturally 
be againft the Scriptures, becaufe the Scrip* 
tures are againft them ; it is therefore abfo- 
lutely neceflary, that they, who would under- 
ftand that holy Book, fo as to learn their Duty 
from it, (hould at leaft fofar layaiide their 
Love of Vice, as to come di^pofcd and re- 
folved to foffake it, as foon as it appears to 
be fuch ; it is abfblutely necef&ry, that they 
(hould hear and read the Word of God with 
a fincerc Defire to know the Truth, and 
with an upright Intention to embrace it ; 
not in order to confirm themfelves in their 
own pre-conceived Opinions and fond Con- 
ceits, but with an honeft Opennefs and Sin- 
cerity of Mind and Heart, refolving to re- 
ceive and put in Practice whatever they 
ihall find to be their Duty. The Mind 

thus 
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thus diipofed, cannot but receive great 
Light and Advantage from the Scriptures; 
And if to this Uprightnefs of Heart be ad- 
ded the Humility, the Thirft after divine 
Knowledge, and the Heavenly-mindednefs 
beforementioned ; the Man thus prepared, 
will fee the vmderful Tiings of God's Law. 
He will find, that the Law of ^he Lord is 
quick and powerful, converting the Soul; 
he will jfind, that the Te/iimonies of Tie Lord 
are Jure y and give Wifdom to tbejimple ; and 
he will find that the Statutes of The Lord 
are fo full of Comfort as to rejoice the 
Heart \ and thereifore his Delight will be 
in the Law of his God, and he W\\\7neditat& 
therein Day and Night, Which leads me 
to the 

IL Second Enquiry, how far it is either 
in our Power ^ or our Duty to underftand this 
iacred Book. And with regard to Power y it is 
in every Man's Power to underftand the gre^t 
Dodlrines of Chriftianity, and the eftential 
Rules of Life, who is able to underftand any 
other Book. And if Men are incapable of this 
kindof Inftradion, it is their indifpenfable 
Duty to make ufe of the other Means of 

Know- 
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Knowledge whichGod has put in thcirPower, 
by attending to and confulting thoie whom 
His Providencc'hasy?/ CFoer them in Tie Lord. 
The great Principles, Rules, and Motives of » 
trae Religion, The Being and Attributes of 
God, His Method of governing the Worlds 
HisDefign in creating Mankind, Hisgraci-^- 
ous Interpofal to redeem them from $in, the 
Happincfs which is prepared for them in an- 
other World, and the Piety and Purity 
which He requires of them in this 5 thefe 
Things are i^ plainly revealed in the holy 
Scriptures, as to lie within the Reach of the. 
meaneft Underftanding. That Gody HheFa-, 
tber of Our Lordjefus Cbrift^ created Man 
in His o'wn Image ; that 6y one Man^ or the . 
firft Man, Sin came into the Worlds and 
Death by Sin^ and that all Men are become 
JiibjeSi unto Deaths in that all bavejinnedi 
that Our Blefled Saviour, Who was declared 
to be T'be Son of God witb Power, and Who 
is tbe eocprefs Image of His Perfon, came 
into the World, and died for us, and by Hi^ 
Death hath taken away the Sins of tbi 
Worlds that The Holy Ghoft, Who gaVe- 
many miraculous Gifts tOv the Apoftles does 
affift ^ndifealus over to tbe Day ofourRe-^. 

demptioni 
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imption ; that there is another Life after 
thisj of eternal Duration, wherein they, that 
have done Good here, Jhatl go into everlaji^ 
^^i ^i/^3 and tAey^ that have done Evil^ into 
^erlajling Fire; that God has appointed a 
Day^ wherein He will judge the World by our 
Lord Jefus Chriji^ Who will then appear 
nvith Majejly and great Glory i and that oar 
great Bufinefs in this Life, the otie thing 
needful for us here, is to prej>are fdr this 
Judgment, by iivir^gfoberly^ ri'gtteoujly^ and 
godlily^in tbisprefent World; — thefe Things,' 
J fay, are declared to us in God's Word^ in • 
fuch plain and exprefs Terms, tliat it re- 
quires fome Subtlety, and m6fe Pains, ta 
be able to mifinterpret and Inifunderftand 
tbem. And thefe are the eflential Points,' 
which every Man is moft dbAcelrned to* 
know, and do; thefe are the Principles and 
Precepts, upon the Belief, ConfefliOn, aild 
the Pradice- of which every Man's Salva- 
tion does depend.~-And inexcufable there- 
fore is every Man aniohgft us, who docs' 
not know thefe Things ; or does not believe 
^nd do them^ if he knows them. Ii)cxcuf-! 
Sible is his Ingratitude to Divine Providence, . 
Which bleifeis us with- thefe Fountains of 
* - * " U uncr- 
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unerring Truth : Inexcu&ble the profane 
Negleftand Contempt thrown on the Ora-* 
clcs of God, which contain the Words of 
eternal Life. 

For no Man can doubt, but it mufl: be 
bis Duty to underftand the holy Scriptures, 
as far as it is in his F(wer 5 if he confiders 
cither The -/^/i&e?r, the Nature^ or the J!>-^ 
j^ of thoic Books, The Author i$ God^ 
Qur Great Creator and Preferver, Who 
commanded and infpired the holy penndtei^ 
who wrote them : The Books are in them-^ 
fehes a Revdation of Hi§ Will aiwi Pleafure, 
and contaia Meflages of the utmoft Impor- 
tianc^which He fends to His Creatures : And 
the gracious Defign of thern^ is to raife 
^ofe» to whom He fends them^ above the 
<^oion I^vel of Mankind, to enlarge 
their Minds with the Knowledge of divine 
Troths, and to (hew them the Way to that 
pure and perfedl Blife, for which they were 
created. And who, that confiders this, can 
doubt, but it muft be his great and indif.. 
pcnfable Duty to do every thing that in him 
lies, to come at the underftanding of thefe 
heavenly Things ? Who can doubt of hisr 
being under the higheft and ftrongeft Ob- 

I ligations. 
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l^tt&ms, to be dil^t agDdxobflant ia pe^ 
nifing^md ftttdying thfe Bdok^ which is his 
Ctify fuM ai«l in&mbb GAiae. ia tfae Wayi 
«f itigfattoatifefi) aiid tbttPSftdiBof PeAte?^^ 
SoDi^ of thtt great Men aonog the loei^iS 
HeadMfniaWi aod hnxofcedj thmr Wtnt of 
tliAi KMxmit^i Which te hete jrouchft&d 

embarrafled in their Enquiries after. Tht 
True God, and their Duty to Him, by their 
]^gn6rance ti( thofe ThiftgSi wh«e^ a R^e- 
hficUi cH^j^ c(M]4d afeertiain Co thertli and 
WtftAd pttobabiy htv6 tmbtticed i*idi Eager- 
hefe itfiy adtherttkfeifco^fefiesoFt iDivine 
Wlll^ as tJiegteiteft Tfeaferts they could 
have fbttfi(i.-:-i^8ttdi erf* tiitm asr vmt teaily 
▼irtttotis'^ttld good Men, fiich« Siet^es, or 
PAi/^, would, in aU Probal^HlJs hAte re- 
joiced in the glad Tidings of the Gofpel ; 
and would have thought all the Gratitude 
they could have (hewn to God, too poor an 
Acknowledgment for fo great a Blefllng.— 
And what then muft be our Fate, if we 
defpife or negledt it ? As it is our peculiar 
Advantage, that we may fee thofe Things 
in Holy Writ, which many great and rigbte" 
ms Men bavedefiredtofee^ and have not Jeen 
U 2 themi 
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ibefn^ and to hear ibofe ^Ungs wkicb tlxf 
eameftfy defired to bear^ arid have not beard 
tbem% £> it will be our peculiar Guilt, and 
our Condemnation, if, having the holy 
Saiptures before us^ we do rxAfearcb and 
know them; or knowing, do not pca&ife 
them ; and it will, no doubt, yatmiretoh* 
rable in tbe Day of Judgment for tbem^ than 
forx^x* 

And God grant therefore, that we may 
fo read^ mark^ leam^ and inwardly di^ 
gejl tbem^ that by Patience and Com* 
fort of His Hofy Word^ we may em* 
brace ^ and ever bold fafi tbe Bleffed 
Hope of everlafHng Ufe^ wbicb He bos 
given us in His Son, Jejus Cbrifi^ 
our Lord. 
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The Origin, Continuance, Ends,, 
and Benefits of Confirmation. • 



SERMON XIII. 

H E B. vi. z. 
And of laying on of Hands. 

ST, Faul^ the Aathor of this Epiftle, id 
here exhorting the Chriftians, to whom 
he writes, not to be content with, or ftop 
at, their prefent Attainments in the Know«- 
kdge or Practice of their Doty ; bat to la* 
bour earneftly to niake a greater Progrefi 
in all Chriftian Graces j which he calls gp^ 
ing on to Perfe&ion. In order to this, hh 
Advice is to Uave^ or look beyond, tbefrjt^ 
JPrincipks of Qiriftianity, which in the 
preceding Chapter*, he calls M/l, or Food 
fit o»ly for fuch as are Babes in Cbrijli and 
to advance to fuch Degrees of Knowledge 
and Jadgment in Chriftian Truths, as, in 

• * 12, 13. 

U 4 Pur- 
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Purfuit of the fame Metaphor, he calls 
ftrm^ Meaty fit for fuch as were come to a 
foil Maturity of Underftanding, and abU to 
difcem both Good and Evil*. Thcfe firft 
Principles, ot Poundatiom, as the Apoille 
here enumerates them, are Repentance, 
Faith, Baptifm, and ti^ laying on of Hands. 
-^Leaving, fays he, the Principles cf the 
Do£lrine of Cbrift^ let us go on to Perfec- 
tion } not laying again^ or not flopping al- 
ways at, the Powidation of Repentance and 
of Paitb towards God^ of the DoSlrine of 
Baptijmsy and of laying on of Hands, and of 
the RefurreSion of the Dead^ and of eternal 
Judgment, Where, having firft mentioned 
Rtpentance and Paitb^ which were (Salifi- 
cations always required in order to Baptifm^ 
then Baptifin itfelf, and then the laying m 
o^HandSy he has been therefor? underftood, 
both by ancient and modern Expofitors, to 
mean by tht laying of Hands, the Rite of 
Confirmation j which almoft ever followed 
the Adminiilration of Baptifm in the pri- 
mitive Church.— And my Defign, at pre- 
fent, being to (hew the Wifdom, and Ufe 
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of retabing this ancient Cuftom in our 
Church, I (hall take occafion from them, ; 

I. To enquire into the Origin and Con- 
tinuance of the Rite of Confirmation, 
in the ancient and modern Churches. 

n. To ihew fome of the Ends, or Rea-. 
fops for which it is retained in our 
own. And, 

III. To point out fome of the Benefits 
which may be derived from it. 

I. Firft, as to the Origin and Continuance, 
cf the Rite oi Confirmation^ in both the aa- 
cient and modern Churches j we know, that 
the ancient Fathers derived it from the Prac- 
tice of the Apoftles, and affirm that it de- 
fpended from them to the Governors of the 
Church * ; and the Moderns, among whom , 
it is continued, do the fame. It will there- 
fore be proper to enquire into that Pradlicc. 
—•St. iMke tells us **, that when Philip the 
• Evangelift had planted a Church in Sama-* 
ria^ and the Apoftles had beard that Sama^ 
rja bad received the Word of God^ they fent 

^ See Bingham, voj. i. pag 454. ^ Ads viii. 14. 
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thither Peter and Jobn^ two of their own 
Body, who^ when they came down, pn^ed 
fibr them» anj> laip tj^bik HAKDaoN 
i^HBM; and that then /iiry received lie 
HpkfGb^. In like manner^ whenSt^P^ 
came to E^bejus^ zxA found certain Difci* 
aplesfbere% he laid his Hands upon 
rtvtM \ after they had been baptized % and 
when he had laid his Hands on them^ 
Tbe H/^fyGboft came m them^andtbeyj^ke 
wtb^or^mi^and fr^bejkd. From whence 
it is undeniable, that it was the Pradice 
dl ^ Apoflie9 to lay their Hands on the 
Difetples after Baptifm, and to pray for* 
thehi; which ift what the Biffaops, their 
Socccflbfs in the Government of theChurdi, 
iKM do, in Confirmation. 

fodecd we do not read, that the Apoftles 
required their Succefibrs to continue this Rite 
as of Divine Authority, and of Neceffi ty to the 
Salvation of the FaithfiJ. But neither does- 
there appear the leaft Intimation, that it was. 
intended to be laid afide. The fubfequent 
Practice is a ftrong Prcfomption of the con^ 
trary. And the general Advantages of the* 
Inftitution, which ftill continue, and wiU 

• Aas xix, 6^ !^ ^ 6. • ;► 5. 

ever 
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fcrcr continoe, veiy mucli confirm theSopt 
pofition, that k was not defigned w be txxn- 
porary, and for that particular Seafon orfy. 

And m the Text we fee the k^ing m of 
Bottdi, mentioned among fucb Doarifleft 
ftad Rite8, as are evidently and andeniftWf 
fondwnental, and of ftria Necseffity. And 
a» Calvin himfelf thooght the Text a plaitt 
l»l«of,:that this Rite was apoftolical, it k 
hard to fiippofe,, that this only was to be 
dt£»atuiued or dropped j or, tf this was the 
lirfe> why The Spirk of Goddioaght pK>- 
pef to «nentK»' it anaoog the others, or » 
make k a Pan of that F<wii»atior of 
Chriftianity, which every one wasf fnppofed 
m hoid faft and adhere ta.— It is tnie, diat 
we have in no Past of the Niw fe/famenf^ 
^Of txpctfs CoBtnand conconiog Con^^ 
ficnatioD} as we have many concerning 2il^ 
peattmueyFtttOi^BaptiJm^&c. AndlAietfefieMfe* 
a it was ntitpwtt wit9 ur^ nor erdain^d, bf 
Cbn/t Uemft^, this- sdone {hews^ that it i» 
fln£tiy and propeeljp, no ■ Sacrament* Attd 
pBdMpt Cafes ma^ be Suppaki,'muvrtmt 
d» baptifimT Vow is othsrwife Jbknmty 
tdbniifianHnn&lves, as fay Men, wh» 
nscise the ^crament without having had 



Digitized 



by Google 



.300 SERMON XIIL 
an Opportunity of being confirmed ; (« 
lirhich Cafes our Church feems to think a 
l^efire to be fo^ fufiicient) where theadual 
partaking of it may not be efientialiy necef- 
iary.«— Yet as to all common and ordinary 
Cafes, the Example of the Apoftles appears 
to be a good Rule for our Pradice in thde 
Matters. It is generally accounted fuch for 
pur Obiervance of The Lord's Day. And 
&rther, as St. Foul in the Text is enumerate 
ing the firft Principles of Chriftian Dodrinc 
and Pradioe, and reckoning this among 
them; this ieenots almoft equivalent to a: 
Command, and much confirms our Obliga- 
tions to imitate their Pattern. 

It has been indeed pleaded^ that the 
Plrattce of the Apoftles and their SucceffcHS 
diflfered greatly, with regard to the Ends^ 
for whkh they ufed this Rite : The Apo- 
ftles doing it, to prcicure the extraordi- 
nary Gifts, and noiiaculous Powers, of The 
Holy Ghoft, which accordingly followed^ ' 
on dieir laying on of Hands: And their 
'Sucoeflbrs ufing it only, as a juft and good ' 
Means to procure the ordbary Graces of 
Wifilom and Trath, to enable young Clui^ 
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SERMON XIII. 3ct 
ftians to difcharg^ the Duties of their Chri« 
ftian Profefiion. 

But it can never be proved, nor indeed is 
it probable, that no other Powers, but the 
miraculous ones, attended the laying mif 
the Hands of the Apoftles, nor that miracu« 
bus Powers always attended k. We may 
reafonably fuppofb, that n>any of the Sama^ 
ritans^ mentioned before, had only the ordi-^ 
nary Comforts and Afliftances of The Spirit 
conferred upon them at Confiritaation. S6 
thjrt this Plea is not fufficiendy founded, to 
deferve the Strefs which has been laid upon 

it. 

However, it certainly was, and is, an In- 
ilance of great Wifdom and Piety in the 
Governors of the Church to continue this 
Rite in Conformity to apoftolical Pradlice : 
And it may be, and is, in fuch a Senfe ne- 
cefTary to attend it ; as it is the Duty of the 
Members of every Churchy to obey the law- 
ful Commands of tfaofc, who are fet over^^ 
them in Hbe Lord. 

As to the Continuance of this Rite aftec^ 
the ApoHles, it may be traced back from 
tliis Time to the earlieft Ages of the Chuiteh. 
It was, indeed, accompanied with different 

Celt- 
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Ccrdn6iiies\ and .perfpcntod at di^oit 
Times, in dij9erent Churches acconfing aa 
^Goviernorsaftliofe Cimcches ditcaed. 
^.^.Sut bUlhat tilde Varktioosinlply i$, th^t 
aatotheCiroiimibiioesof Tknc, Pkce^atn} 
Hm^foptfid^ fiifm, it wm th^ S^nk of 
Ibofe Oavergofs^ that they laight he* coo*' 
timificl. or altered^ as Pi^i^doice cr Jodgmeat 

And as to theModer^s^ thjeCJbimrh of 

^mehzSf 1 think. ^,p laid afide the apoiloU- 

cal Pradioe of lofit^ pi^ ^ Hands in it^ as 

well as added icnm Aiper^itious Cereooonies 

in &e Performance of it ; and has farthei; 

declared it to be one of the Sacraments.<»-f A 

Sacrament plainly of her own naakiog^ and 

pot of our Blefled Lprd-s^ Who has given us 

00 one DiroSion or Command concerning 

it; and therefore juftly rejedfcd by us in 

this Light, as being one of the many In- 

ftwces, wherein (he. wickedly teaches and 

enjoins the Commandments of Men, for the 

Doftrines of God. — But nevertbelefs, this 

Cuftom is continued in all other Proteftant 

Churches, who have Bifliops to.continue it^ 

as well as in our own ^ and fome other Pro- 

* Bii^m^ ibid. ^ See Cetomon. Religieuf. tpm^ 
IT. p. 6.Q. 
teftants 
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teftants abroad^ who have no Bifliops, and 
therefore cannot properly have any Cbn- 
firmation, are neverthelefs fo fenfibleoftljc 
WifUom and Ufe of it, that they come a$ 
near it as poflibly they can, in their Circum- 
ilapces. They require all Perfons, who have 
been baptizefl when young, to take their 
baptifnial Vow upon themfelves, when thgr 
tome of Age, iji a folemn Manner, in th« 
face of the Congregation, and almoft in tb^ 
Wor4s of our Office of Confirmation 5 after 
which, their Minifters as folemnly admit 
dtwm »to the Number of adult Cairiftians^ 
give them Liberty to receive the holy Sacrar 
ment^ offer up Prayers for them, and dit* 
mifs them with the Bleffing\^Such is the 
Continuance of this folemn Rite of Con* 
firmation abro^d^^ in the Proteftant, as well 
as the Popifli Churches; and from this 
ihort Account of it, I oow proceed, 

n. Secondly, to fliew particularly, fomc 
of the Ends or Reafons, for which it is ftitt 
fetdned in our own. — The great and good 
Men, to whom, under God, wc owe the 
Light of the Reformation among us, did not 

?0»ciyiAr«Gjw»di,&c..pw 174. , 

';.< . " madly 
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inadly make it their Rule in it, to run as 
fu as poffible from the Church o( Rome', as 
well knowing, that, according to this wild 
Maxim» Mabometanifm would be better 
than Chriftianity, and Heathenifin than ei- 
ther. — But they truly and pioufly thade it 
their Endeavour to follow the Direftions of 
the holy Saiptures, as interpreted by the 
Writings and PraSice of the primitive 
Church; and to throw off only thofe fu- 
perftitious and corrupt Dodrines and frkC» 
tices, which Popery had added to them; 
or grafted upon them. — ^Thus, in the In-' 
ftance before US} they did not f^^^? Con- 
firmation, becaufe it had bteenfuperftitioufly 
abufed, and impioufly ereded into a Sacra- 
ment } but they firft reduced it to the pri- 
mitive Praaice of Epifcopal laying on of 
Handiy Benediction^ and Prayer; and diert 
contbvted it in Conformity to the Pradlicd 
of the Apoftles, and for thefe excellent 

Ends: 

1. That fuch Perfons, as have been bap* 
rized in their Infancy, and are come to a 
fijffident Age to be able to ad and judge 
for themfelves, may in the Face of die 
Churchi and before the proper Governors 

of 
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of it, the Bifliops, publickly and folemnly 
take upon themfelves their Chriftian Pro- 
feffion, and the Difcharge of that Vow, 
which Was made by others for them, when 
they could not make it for themfelves. 

2. That fuch Perfons, and others, who 
have been bapti^d at Years of Difcretion, 
may thus openly declare their Perfeverance 
in their Chriftian Profeflion, and be fo- 
lemnly dedicated to the Difcharge of it by 
Impofition of Hands, as preparatory to their 
receiving the blejfed Sacrament, And 

3. Thirdly, that by the Prayers of the Bi- 
fliop and of the Congregation, the ordinary 
Graces of The Holy Spirit may be obtained 
for them, to enable them to difcharge thefe 
mod important Engagements. 

I. Firft, that fuch Perfons, as have been 
baptized in their Infancy, and are come to 
a fufficient Age to be able to judge and adt 
for themfelves, may, in the Face of the 
Church, and before the proper Governors 
of it, the Bifhops, publickly and folemnly 
take upon themfelves their Chriftian Prg- 
fcflion, and the Difcharge of that Vow, 
which was made for them by others, when 
(hey could not make it for themfelves. — 
X Wher- 
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Wherever the Baptifm of Infants prevji^. ]| 
ieems to make Confirmation (or fome oo- 
lemnity of the like kind) npt only expp^ir 
ent» but neceiTary ; that thofe Ip£wts ip^y 
not^lofe the Benefits to which that S^cr^r 
ment entitled them, by apy Ignoram^e pf^ 
or Inattention to, the Conditions ngo^^ 
which th^y depend. If ind^d fli^ bs^pr 
tized In^ts die in their Infancy, th^ir galr 
vatiop is fecurcd » : Bttt if they grow up tft 
a Maturity of Age and Judgment, there 
are, we know, Conditions to be performed 
by tbem^ as well ^s Bleffings to be received 
from God. — And as a wife Pcpvifipo is 
made, that they (ball be taught to know 
theie Conditions, by taking foleiun Engage- 
ments of their Sureties, that thefe will ice 
them well inAnided ; ib the faaxe Wtfdom 
requires, that a P^ovifbn fhould be made, 
as for the Diifcharge of thei^e Sureties, i>. 
for bringing thofe Inftruftiops into proper 
£^£t, by the perfonal Engagements of the 
Parties themfelves to put them in Prad;k:e. 
And if this be neceflary at all^ which no 
Qhriftian can deny ; when can it be done. 

■ Kubrick at tbe End of the Office for public Bap-. 
tifm of Children. 

with 
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with lb great a Probability of Advantage to 
.the Peribns themfel^e^, as before Vices of 
any kind have ftifled the good Seed fown 
in their Hearts ? Or, to whom, or before 
whdni, call it be done fo properly, as to 
their fpiritoal Governors, who watch for 
their Souls^ as they that muji give Account? 
This may be ridiculed by the profane, or 
liiiireprefented by the igdorant or mali* 
ciouss as the bcfl Things are -, but its Ten- 
ilenty to Godlinefs is not to be denied. — 
And it is therefore a Piece of Wifdom, 
which will y'tt^j^ itjelf to all fcrious Chri- 
ftiansj who, without Prejudice, confider the 
Nature and Defign of it ; and who are de- 
firous, that their Children may be foefta- 
bti(h^ in the Nurture and Admonition of 
^e Lord^ as is moft likely to bring forth 
the Wefled Fruits of good Works in their 
Lives and Converfations. — For what can be 
inore expedient in order to this, than that 
iJitey (hould, as the Office exprefles it, with 
their own Mouths and Conjent^ openly before 
the Churchy ratify and confirm the Vows 
made at their Baptifm ; and aljo promife 
tbaty by the Grace of God, they will ever-- 
more endeavour tbemfelvesjaithfully to obferve 
X 2 Juch 
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pcb things ^ as by their own Confejjwn they- 
. have affented to^ \. e. to believe, and to do, 
as becomes the Gofpcl of Cbrijl. 

Again, another End or Realon, for which 
Confirmation is retained in our Church, is^ 
that fuch Peribns, as have been baptized in 
their Infancy, and others, who have beea 
baptized at Years of Difcretion, may thu$ 
openly declare their Perfeverance in their 
Chriftian Profcffion, and be fbleinnly dedi- 
cated to the Difcharge of it by the Impofi- 
tion of Hands, as preparatory to their re^ 
ceiving the blejfed Sacrament. In this Light 
Confirmation was always confidered in the 
primitive Church * ; and that it is for this 
End, among others, continued in our own, 
is evident from the Order at the End of the 
Confirmation-Office, that none be admits 
ted to the holy Communion^ till fuch T^ime as 
be be confirmed^ or be ready and defirous to 
be confirmed. — The Participation of the 
bleffed Sacrament being the higheft A&, of 
Chriftian Worfhip, and the greateft Privi- 
lege of the Chriftian Covenant; it was ever 
juftly thought neceflary, that all Perfons 
fliould give the ftrongeft and moft public 

5 Bingham, ibid. 

Proofs 
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Prooft of their being Chriftians indeed^ be- 
fore they were admitted to it. — ^It was juft- 
ly thought neceflary, that they (hould ctnh- 
fefs with their Mouths Ihe Lordjefm Chrifi, 
and declare their fixed Refolutions to per- 
form their Part of the Covenant, into which 
they had entered with Him, when admit- 
ted into His Church : And Confirmation is 
ftill juftly required, as being fuch a Con- 
fcffion and Declaration very publickly made,| 
and accompanied with the folemn Dedica- 
tion of the Confirmed to the Obedience of 
Chrijl^ by one of the chief Governors of 
His Church. — And as to the Form of do- 
ing this by the Impofiiion of Hands; it is 
the approved and ancient Rite of dedicat- 
ing Things and Perfons to God. If confi- 
dered only as adding Solemnity to the Of- 
fice, it is highly proper and prudential: 
And it can never be deemed vain or fuper- 
ftitious by the Believer, who confiders, that 
it is the Form prefcribcd by God Himfelf, 
in thQ like Cafes, under the OldTeJiament y 
and that under the New^ it was not only 
the Apoftles Pradice, as appears from what 
has been faid, but that of our Lord Him- 
felf. Who, when young Children were 
' ' X 3 brought 
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brpught to Him^ laid his Hanps oh 
THEM, as well as iiefed them. And 

Laftly \ another End^ for which Coi^h 
j^rnution is retained in this Church, is, 
that, by the Prayers of the Bifhpp a(id the 
Congregation, the ordinary Graces of The 
Holy Spirit may be obtained for thofe Per^ 
^fons fo dedicated to God, to enable then) 
to difcharge thefe mofl: important £ngag|5-p 
ments. — St. Peter ejfprefsly tellp the Je^t 
of his Time % the Promife of the Gift of 
The Holy Ghoft was not only to them ant^ 
to their Children ^ but to as many^ as T^e Ijonif 
cur God Jhall call to the Chriftian Faithii 
?ipd, that Prayer is one inftitutcd Means of 
obtaining that Gift, is very plain from Cbrifi^ 
Who in general faid^^ A/k^ cind it Jhall be 
given ; and Who has declared His Heaveni^ 
ly Father's Readinefs to give The Holy Spi^ 
rit in particular to them that a/k Him\^^ 
And furely, if ever it be proper to implore 
His gracious Help for our Fellow Chrifti, 
ans 5 if ever His Divine Affiftance be mp^Q 
than ordinarily wanted, or ought with un- 
pommon Earneftnefs to be fpught by us^ 
^dfof them j it is, when they are entering 

I A&s iL 3^ 39* I Lu^e^xi* 13. 
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em that Time of Life, in which their own 
P^tffioM ftdtn withm, and numberlefs Tern-' 
stations from <xrith6at, Will prefs them widi 
inoft Violcnte to tranfgrefs God's Com- 
fnandments; and when they take upon 
them foeb Engagements, as, weftnow, they 
are not able to perforhi, without His AGHi^ 
inct^—As to miraculous PoWersf, fonfietimes 
obtained, by £he Apoftfes; by Prayer and the 
Itopofition of Hands 5 ft is allowed, as had 
l)cen 6Merved, that thefe are nfot now pre- 
tended to be obfained by Confirmation..-^ 
If it were fo pretended; it woiild be very 
i^fdnable io call for the lame vifible Pr6o6 
which were given of thofe Miracles in thft 
firff Ages. But? is it therefore imj)roper fdt 
the prefcht Govfemors^ of the Church, to 
Silk fdt other Bleffings, Which alfd were moit 
pfobably thus conveyed, with the fame So-^ 
lemnity ?-^Nay, fuppofin^ the Apoftlesob* 
twined, by thefe Means, thofe extraordinary 
Gifts alone of The Holy Ghoft, which wer^ 
Aeceffary for th^Cburch of Chri/l in theiS: 
Time ; is it dierefore Vain or fuperftitious, to 
hope or believe, that by the Prayers of th<j 
Faithful; as well as of the Siicceflbrs of th^ 
Apoftlcs, thofe ordinary Graces may be ob-j 
X 4 tained^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



312 SERMON XIIL 
tainedy which will always be nccefl&ry for 
every Chriflian, in every Age ? — On thecon** 
trary, the general Promifes of Scripture arc 
juft Grounds of Hope, that the Prayers of 
the Faithful will be heard -, St. Jams afTures 
us, that the effeBual Frayer of oat rigbte^ 
MS Man availetb much ; and it is therefore 
greatly for the Benefit of her Children, as well 
as a great Inftance of her own Piety, that the 
Church has ordered her Governors to beg 
of God on this Occafiop, that He would 
defend tbefe His Servants with His Heavenfy 
Grace^ that tbey may continue }¥i%for ever^ 
and daily increafe in His Holy Spirit more 
find more^ until they come to His everlajly 
ing Kingdom. — Thefe are fome of the wifo 
^ and good Ends, for which the Rite of Con- 
firmation is continued among us ; and that 
they may yet more plainly appear to be botli 
wife and good, I now proceed, 

III. Thirdly, to point out fomeof thofc 
Benefits both to the confirmed Perfons 
themfelves, and to the whole Church in 
general, whiph may be derived from it.—? 
In doing which, I (hall confine myfelf to 
fuch, as the Inftitution itfelf fuppofes,or hu-p 
jnanly /|)eaking, naturally tends to promote, 

7^ 
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Ifatt^nded with the Serioufnefs.and Devo* 
tioQ which its Importance requires 3 apart 
from thofe fpiritual Bleflings, which, we 
reaibnably and pioufly hope, it may draw 
down from Heaven. — And here the 

Fic'fl I {hall mention is, that it makes 
the Catechizing, or early Inftrudion of 
Chirdren in the Principles of Religion, ne- 
ceiIary.-~A Point, which has been deemed 
of the utmoft Importance to Society, as 
well as to the Children, by all wife Men, 
and wife States, ih all Ages, and under all 
the different Profeffions of Religion. And 
with regard to durfclvfes, it is, I think, the 
Obfervation of Archbifhop Tilhtfon^ that, 
humanly fpeaking, Catechizing^, and the 
Hi/lory of the Martyrs^ have been the two 
great Pillars of the Proteftant Religion.-^ 
An Obfervation, not only judicious in it^ 
ftlf, but which evidently (hews, that no Man, 
who is an Enemy to thofe Inflrudions, 
csxk be a real Friend to this Religion. It 
is indeed objedled in the prefent Age, th^t 
this ought not to be done, becaufe it fills the 
IVlind with Prejudices, and gives it a flrong 
Biafs in Favour of thofe Opinions which 
jU-e fo early inflilled into it. Whereas, in 

order 
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Things^ iSM^Wud» oogM ndt to be kiAt^^ 
cnebd bf My Frc^^sdfees, lefore ^'cstm 
t»ft Mafiirity of Jo(%tti««.--fehAnf^ 
which, ii k rtariif alkmed, f&^ SdticMk»i- 
. dbes- (^^eMe diofer Pf^btti^ } \Mt it is fe- 
fiftei* dfti tfe« frfifl* itS<loifig fo, bwfi M' 
Bfenefit trf *» am, awd' tbeDuty rftfo 
rafewe oi* l&ikm^af, arffa ftdee*, codM 
our modftrh Ads««aR» «w fofiddity and 
Impiety tdl itf, hoW«^ koej^ dieMiiid fiw 
ffom tfi/: ftt§tidi<sj& ; «9tti^ fhcy* really pre- 
fepve it «h« A&rf*^ ^«»*^ ^i<* ^y ^ 
idiy drftrttt ofs attd blirtj-ii up to a Mato* 
rifyof Judgment;. Witlikiuc any Biafe^jgwi*^ 
R'cHgibn-; as- welt as-^r il^; noSttan, wfao» 
underffen* tHe Groufldfeofout holy- Reli^ 
glon, cailtftinfe it cbilld f^ffer • l^ lllctt aft 
Experiment.— But' finee^fubh-is^ffes; Staie^ 
of human Nature, tftat it muft be ntl»d6 vety ^ 
dif&renrffom what it is, bcfoi^fr- ffifch ati' 
Expetimenr can be faiHy ttiedj finee W^ 
are fo' femied, that if PitjaditeSf atfe^ Abk^ 
early inftiUed into thtMind in Piriieur^ 
BsUgion atidrirtue, it wiU'riatUr^V MWit- 
Prejudices, and' unavoidably 'cdntrad Ha-- 
bits, in Favour of Jrreti^otiditd alt'Brtds of 

Vicey 
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Ficfii hence eyicjeifitly strife great OUigari- 
tlpns on the Parent to impv^ik e^y on the 
Q41d fucb Notions, of Tbus>gs^ as^teiwi moft 
tp ijts. prefem a^ci future Happioefs ; mi 
great l^^spfit to the Child himkliitom fucH 
ImpredioQs. 

^d if fuch be tl^ Cafe of areligioHS 
Education in general, it mud be in.itlelf 
the mpre iinporfc^^K and, the more ad- 
vantageous taajl, in Proportion tp the Ex- 
C(pllency and th^ Ufeftilnefs of the Win^ 
ciples which, are. fo inftilled.-^-And if in 
tjiia View we rccpUedt that excellent Sum-^ 
ipary of Chriiliaw Faith, and Pradlice, thi? 
Cburcb CaUMfm^^ which h enjpined to be 
Wtfcd in the C^e' before us j and impartialr 
ly confidqr the Tendency of the Principle? 
and Pradtiqes tliwere taught, to, the. prefent 
iJ^ppineft of every pther Perfpn who maj 
he concerned with tl^em^ a^, well as the e^ 
ternal IJappiaef§ of the.Chlldf en fa inftrud?^ 
ed ; it niuft carr^ with it irrefiftible Convic- 
tipa^ of tl)e Wifdpni and Ufe of anJnftitu- 
^n, which requires and. provides, that Youth 
be very early taught, not only Temper^ 
ance, but Modcfty, and Purity, with reggird 
to themfelves; notjuftice only, but AfFc<aiofi 
pd J^pve, to all others in every Station and 

Relation 



Digitized 



by Google 



3i6 SERMON XIII. 
Relation in Life ; and to the public Order^ 
Submiffion, and Peace. Little Efied, in- 
deed, is to be expeftcd even from thefc ex- 
cellent Inftru<aions, if Children arc only 
taught them by Rote, as Matter of Form, 
when very young, and are afterwards neg- 
lected and left to themfclves ; and there* 
fore it is 

A great Benefit of Confirmation, that 
thereby Youth and others are called updn 
to recolkiS, and take upon tbemfelves the 
Profcffion of thefe Principles, and the Prac- 
tice of thefe Precepts, at an Age, when they 
afe able to fee theReafonablenefs of the one,^ 
and the Neccflity of the other. It is ne- 
Ccffary, that they fhould know, recoiled, and 
confider them in tlie moft particular Man-» 
Aer, in order to their coming to this Rite i 
and in the Office itfelf, they oblige themfclves. 
to that Profeffion and Pradice, by a folemn 
Vow to God.— And what can be likely to 
produce the bleffed Fruits of a good Life, if 
thefe Methods will not ?— When can Per- 
fons enter into fuch Engagements with fb 
great a Probability of Influence upon their 
Condua, as before vicious Habits have tak- 
en Poffeflion of them, and hardened their 

Hearts 
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Hearts againft good Impreflions ? — ^All, in- 
deed, may be fruftrated, and too often is, by 
the Wickednefs of Mens Lives after thefe 
Engagements. But it is not the Bufinefs 
of Religion to force Men to be good, whe- 
ther they will or no; and the moft wicked 
fure muft allow, that thefe Things were 
great Checks and Reftraints upon themi be- 
ibre they gave themfelves up to do Iniqui- 
ty, All that Religion does, is to ftiew Men 
the Neceflity of right Principles, and a good 
Life, by fuch Reafons and Arguments, as 
leave them inexcufable, if they will not be 
influenced by them : And all^ Parents and 
InAru<5):ors can do, is to inftill thofe Reafons 
and Arguments, at fuch Times, and in fuch 
a Manner, as is rtoft likely to produce the 
happy Effedts defired. At leaft, this is all 
that can be done, in the prefent State, of 
Things ; and when this is done, we have 
great Reafon to hope for a Bleffing from 
God, to Whofe Providence and AlSiftance 
the Event mufl be lejt^ in all Cafes what- 
Ibever. And 

Laftly J as the Rite of Confirmation thus 
tends to promote the Happinefs of the State, 
an^ of every Individual in it ^ fo does it to 

pre- 



Digitized 



by Google 



3i8 SERMON XIII. 
prderve the Peace and Unity of the Cburcfai 
if confidered as a religious Socictyi The A* 
poftles left the Government of the Churches 
they founded, to Bifliops j every Church in 
the Chriftian World, for above Fifteen 
hundred Years together, was governed by a 
Bi(hop I and to him, in all ordinary Cafes 
at IcaA, was referved the Power of Con- 
firmation, as the Governor of it. To ad- 
here ftedfaflly to that Communion, unto 
which the confirmed were admitted by him, 
was ever thought a Duty of the greateft Im- 
portance, both in Obedience to them wbo 
nerefet over tbem in the Lord^ and for the 
Pwfervatiotf of Order, Peace, and Unity in 
the Chirrch : And to feparate from this 
Commonionf in any Cafe, unlefs he made 
the Terms of it finful, was ever deemed the 
heinous Sin of Schifm. — Which, if confi- 
dered by thofe,. who are brought to be con- 
firmed, would teach them to keep tbeVnity 
ofT}>e Spirit in the Bond of Peaces and, if 
' impartially attended to by others, it might 
be a Means of corrciSting thofe Prejudices, 
allaying thofe Heats, and healing thofe Di- 
vifions among us, whofe fatal Effedls on true 
Piety every good Man laments,^ and with 
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which the common Enemy of Proteftants 
£) frequently reproaches us. 

To conclude then ; thefearefomeofthe 
general and public Benefits, which may rea- 
fonably be expcded from the due Obferv- 
ance of this Rite ; and which the Con- 
tinuance of it does more or lefs produce, 
in Proportion to the Attention which is paid 
to it.-^And thefe, together with thefpiritual 
and perfonal Advantages, which are more 
immediately in View, appear to me to be 
more than fufficient, to flie w thofe, who have 
hitherto negleded it, the Importance of 
thus taking their Chriftian ProfeiHon upon 
themfelves ; to (hew thofe, who now intend 
to do fo, theSerioufnefs and Attention with 
which they ought to prepare themfelves for 
it ; and to convince Parents and Mafters, 
that it is incumbent upon them to bring 
their Children and Servants to it, if they 
either confider their private Intereft in the 
Relations in which they ftand; or their 
Duty, either as good Subjefts in the State, 
or as faithful Members of the Church of 
Cbrift. To whom, &c. 
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The Duty of following the Faith 
and Converiation of departed 
Saints. 

S E R M ON XIV. 

HER xiii. 7, 8. 

^.^—4Vhofe Faith follow 5 conftder-^ 
ing the End of their (kwoerfa^ 
tknJefusChriJl. The Same Tef-- 
terday^ To-day^ and for ever. 

TH E Perfons, of whom the Author 
of this Epiftle more immediately 
^)eaks, were the Paftors and Governas oi 
die Church among the Hebrews^ after their 
Converfion to the Faith: And hence 7J&^^- 
doret undcrftands this Paffage particularly of 
St. Stepbetty of James the Brother ofjobn^ of 
James fumamed the Juft^ and of fever al 
others^ whom the Jews bad put to death for 
d^ir Adherence to the Gofpel. But as the 
Y 2 Admo- 
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Admonition may be with equal Juflice ap» 
plied to all others, who have gone before us^ 
in the Way to Heaven ; I (hall not at prefent 
confine it to any particular Perfons, but ex^ 
tend it to all that are dead in The Lord, 
with whom we are ftill in fome Commu- 
nion i and underftand it, as implying a 
Command to follow their Fattb^ and to con- 
Jider the Efld of their Converfation.-^Oxiv 
Remembrance of the Saints departed is on 
many Accounts ufeful to us. It teaches us 
Thankfulnefs to God for their Conftancy 
and Courage, in fi^tmgthe good Fight ^ be- 
fore us J and it animates us, by a Profpeft 
of their Labours and Succcfles, to be fteady 
and cpuragious in following their Exam- 
ples. — So that this terminates, not in the 
Honour and Glory of the Dead, but in thq 
Benefit and Advantage of the Livipg, By 
carrying back our View to the gloriousf 
Company of the Apoftles, the goodly Fel- 
lowftiip of the Prophets, and the noble 
Army of Martyrs, which have gope before 
us in the Paths of Piety and Peace ; and, by 
leading us to examine into their Courage 
and-Condu<3: ; it reprefents to ourfelves the 
Bejiuty and Lovelinefs of their Virtues and 
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I^erfeverance, and muft ftrengthen us itx 
our good Refolutions, by thefe lively Pat- 
terns of an exemplary Piety, and confirm 
our Hopes, by their prefent Happinefs and 
Glory* 

Such a Commemoration therefore can be 
no Superftition, nor give any juft Offence to 
a pious Mind. And fuch only is admitted 
and encouraged in our Church. Both the 
Doftrines and Pradices of a foreign Com- 
munion, too juftly cenfurable in this re- 
{p^di^ are condemned and rejeded by her i 
She dares not impioufly and prefumptu- 
Oufly to ered herfelf into a Tribunal, to 
judge of the Merits,^ and confer the Re- 
wards of her Children ; and thereby antici- 
pate the Determinations of the Great Day 
of The Lord : She prefumes not to look into 
the Hearts of Men, or to open, by Vio- 
lenqe, the Gates of Heaven 3 and much 
lefs dares (he pay Homage to the Idols of 
her own making, and invocate and worftiip 
thofe whom flhe has intruded there : She 
abhors the fulfomo Flatteries, and lying Mi* 
racles, of their Panegyrics and Legends; di£. 
dains the Pomp and Solemnity of their Su- 
pcrftitions ; and is concerned to fee the Cuf- 
toms and Corruptions of the £>eifications of 

. . Y 3 heathen 
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biatben Rome adopted and pra£Ufed in the 
Canonizations of the Cbrijiian. Thefe are 
indeed gainful and glittering Dodtrines and 
Pradices ; highly profitable to the See, 
where this Fund of Treafure is fuppofed to 
be laid up ; and but too well adapted to 
dazzle the Eyes, and captivate the Minds, 
of ignorant and deluded Men : But they 
ilrike at the very Vitals of true Piety and 
Religion ; they make both the Purchafe of 
Virtue, and the Rewards of it, cheap and 
eafy ; they tend to teach Men to place all 
their Religion in outward Shews and Ap- 
pearances $ and the more they put on of 
the Forms of Godlinefs, the more they lef- 
fen the real Power, and undermme the 
Foundations ci it 

Whereas on the contrary, the Defign 
of our Commemoration of any holy and 
good Men, who have gone before us, is 
to teach us to fubdue Sin, and work out 
Righteoufneis ; to encourage us in our 
Gonflifts with our fpiritual Adverfaries^ 
-4>y (hewing us thofe who have been Con* 
querors already ; and to point out to us 
the Faith, the Virtue, the Confbncy, the 
Courage, the Patience, the Magnanimity, 
and the Perieverance of them when on 

Earth, 
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£arth, as abfolutely neceflary to be purfued 
and attained by us, if we would be Par- 
takers with them of the Inheritance (fthe 
Saints in Light. With this View, the pri- 
mitive Chriftians vifited the Tombs^ and 
folemni^ed the Memory^ of their Martyrs j 
thereby ftrengthening their own Refolutions, 
and confirming their Zeal and Defires of fol- 
lowing them in their Way to Glory, thro* all 
Oppoiition, even thro' Perfecutions^ Suffer- 
ings, and Death* And in Vindication of the 
Praftice of our Church in this Matter, we 
have, I conceive, the Authority of an exprefs 
Command in the Words of the Ttxty wboji 
Faith follow^ cmfidering the End of their Con-^ 
verfation. Jefus Chriji The Same Tejlerday^ 
To-da^y and for ever. Which Words of the 
ApofUe lead me to treat of thefe three 
Things : 

I. To enquire what is here meant by 
that Faith which we are commanded 
to follow- 

II. To enquire what Advantages arlfe to 
us from having had others to walk in 
this Faith hefore us. And 

ni. To obferve, that we can want no 

Motive to follow them, if we remem- 

Y 4 ber 
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ber that Jefus Cbrijl islhSame Yef- 
terday^ ^[(hday^andjor ever. 

I. As to the firft^ what is here meant by 
the 'Paitb which we are commanded x,ofoU 
kw ; here is implied firft, Faith^ properly fo 
called; fecondly, Piety and good Works; 
and thirdly, Perfcverance. — The firft Thing 
impKed is Faitb^ properly fo called, or a 
firm Belief of the Dodtrines and Promifes 
of the Gofpel, and a ftedfaft Adherence to 
them, in Spight of all Oppofition. Without 
this, // is impoffible to pleaje God ; and with 
it, we (hall find no Difficulties too hard for 
us ; if we confider its paft Effedts on the 
Saints. This will (hew us the mighty 
Power of God, and the Efficacy of His 
Grace ; we fliall be convinced, that all Dif- 
ficulties are to be overcome by it, and all 
Oppofition will fall before it ; that the fecret 
Machinations of Hell have been defeated 
by it, and the weak Malice and Oppofition 
of Men fubdued with Triumph. The Fire 
has often loft its burning Terrors, and the 
Rack, the Dread of its Tortures. All Shame 
and Pain hive been defprfed through a 
ftedfaft Belief in the Divine Promifes and 
Merits of The Bleffcd Jefus, Who Himfclf 
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Was made perfeSl through Sufferings. The 
heathen Tribunals, in the primitive Times, 
were frequently crouded with Confcffors, of 
all Ranks and Conditions, who were ready 
to offer up themfelvcs in Sacrifice, rather 
than deny the Faith j and even the Chri- 
ftian Women were brave enough to con- 
quer the Fears and Tendernefs of their Sex, 
nay, to attend with Chearfulnefs their own 
Children to the Flames, and glut their 
cmel Tyrants, who required Apoftacy from 
them, with their Blood. Through Faith, 
as our Apoftle elegantly and pathetically de- 
fcribes its EfFeds, Kingdoms were jubdued^ 
the Mouths of iSons flopped^ and the Violence 
of Fire quenched-, many were ftoned, were 
fawn afunder, were Jlain with the Sword ^ 
whilft others^ of whom the World was not 
worthy^ wandered about in Sheep Skins y and 
Goat SkinSy in Dejarts^ and in Mountains^ 
and in Dens, and Caves of the Earthy being 
defitute^ affliSled, tormented. 

And as all human Powers and Terrors 
have been often found too weak to refift this 
Divine Principle, fo will the Powers of 
Darknefs be ever made to flee before it. 
And therefore, when St. Paul is urging to 

his 
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his Epbefians the Ncceflity of putting (m the 
wbole jirmour of God, if they nvouldjland 
again/i the Wiles of the Devil i becaufc, feys 
he, we wrejlle not only againji Fkjh and 
Bloody but agdinjl Principalities and Powers, 
andagairiji the Rulers of the Darknefs of 
this World j he, abwe all Things^ preiles 
upon them the Neceffity of taking the 
Shield of Faith I wherewith they Jhould be 
able to quench all the fiery Darts of the 
wicked. And we can have no room to 
doubt, but that we (hall likewife have the 
fame happy Succcfs, if we follow the fame 
Methods, and are animated and guided by 
a refblute and immoveable Faith ; then we 
may be ailured, as they have conquered, fb 
we (ball alfo conquer. 

The fecond Thing implied by the Faitfi 
of thofe whom we are commanded to fol- 
low, is Piety and Purity of Life. Faith, in 
the Scriptures, is a Word of very extenfive 
Signification. It includes a lively and ope- 
rative Principle ; not confined to barren and 
fruitlefs Speculations, but exerting itfelf in 
all good Works. 

All true Religion tends to Pradice, and 

terminates in it. As the Glory of God and 

3 the 



Digitized 



by Google 



SERMON XIV. 331 
the Happinefs of Man are its Ends 3 fo 
the Precepts of Virtue and Obedience are 
the Means, by which it direds us to purfue 
them : And as Chriftianity is of all Reli- 
gions the moft wifely calculated to promote 
thoie great Ends^ fo does it of all others lay 
the ftrongeft Obligations upon us to Purity 
of Life and Manners. It lays its Founda- 
tions deeply in the Mind of Man, and pene- 
trates into all the aftive Powers of his Soul*: 
It requires, that the Divinity of its Doc- 
trines (hould appear in a vigorous and ac- 
tive Obedience ; and we are therefore told, 
that, as the Body without the Spirit is dead^ 
Jo Faith without good Works ^ is dead alfo. 
To fubftitute the Shell of Religion, for the 
Subftance of it ; to place its Efficacy and 
Merit in a forward Zeal, or in any outward 
Obfervances j whilft the weightier Matters 
of the Law, Juftice, Mercy, and Truth 
are negleded j to commute for the Indul- 
gence of our favourite Lufts by numbered 
Prayers, uncommanded Severities, or forced 
Bounties ; is doubtlefs one of the Artifices of 
that Deceiver, who would fain, in Appear- 
ance, transform bimfelfto an Angel of light j 
and it is very agreeable to the corrupt In- 
clinations. 
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clinations and PafTions of Men, who would 
very willingly rather have true Religion be 
any thing, than what it is, namely^ a Con-^ 
queft over themfelves, and a conftant Courfe 
of good Works, flowing from good Princi* 
pies. 

But this was a Pradice unknown to 
the primitive Church; the Profeffors of 
the Go/pel, in its Infant State, were un- 
tainted with thofe Cbrruptions, which 
Power and Affluence afterwards brought in 
with them ; the Chriftian Apologifts could 
boldly appeal to the Innocence of the Lives 
of Chriftians, in Proof of the Truth of their 
Profeffion ; they were both peaceable and 
pure, were both vigilant and aftive in their 
Duty, and, in Imitation of the Example 
which their BlelTed Lord had fet them, 
they went about doing Good. If therefore 
we will form our Judgment of our Duty 
frovn them, and imitate the Examples of 
the holy Saints ; we fhall ever find, that 
they governed themfelves by St. James's 
Maxim, and that with them true Religion 
andundefiled was ever thought to be this, iii; 
the Faith and Fear of God, and in Obedi- 
ence to His Laws, to vifit the Fatherlefs 
and fVidows in their AffiiStion^ to relieve, 

as 
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(as far as in them lay, the Misfortunes, and 
to promote the Happinefs of Mankind, and 
to keep tbemjehes unfpotted from the Vices 
and Corruptions of the World. 

The laft Thing implied in the Faith of 
the Saints, is Conftancy and Perfeverance : 
And this is what fopie underftand to be 
chiefly meant by thofe Words of the Text, 
the End of their CQnverfation. As 'if the 
Apoftle had faid. Follow the Faith of thofe 
who have the Rule aver you ^ and have Jpoken 
to you th Word of God^ as in other Things, 
fo moft efpecially in this, that they perfe- 
vered unto the End. However this be, it 
is certain, tb^t true Piety is not a fudden 
Start of Paffidn, or Fla(h of Temper, but 
a conftant, regular, and uniform Purfuit of 
our Duty. It is a continual Progrefs from 
one Pegree of Perfedtion to another, an un- 
interrupted Conteft with the Enemies of 
our Salvation, till the Grave puts an End 
to Life and Temptation together, and we 
come through it to a perfeB Man^ to the 
Meafure of the Stature of the Fulnefs of 
Chrift. We have therefore great Need of 
Patience^ that we faint not^ and of Stead- 
f^ftfiefs and Vigour in our Chriftian Calling, 
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fcft after having onxput our Hands to the 
Plw)^ we look back, and thereby become 
deprived of tbe Kingdom of God. And what 
then can be Matter of greater Encourage- 
ment to us therein, than to take a View of 
the Condudl and Behaviour of the Saints, 
who have gone before us ? Who were la- 
bouring, but not tired; fighting, but not 
overcome i and if at any Time they ftum- 
Ucd, or fell, they rofe again with frcfli Vi- 
gour, and purfued their Journey with frefli 
Alacrity and Chearfulnefs. What can be 
more animating and enlivening to us, thaa 
to behdd them thus moving on with a re- 
gular and fteady Pace, and gaining Ground 
Day by Day, in their Way to Heaven ? than 
to confider them in that glorious Light, in 
which St. Paul beautifully preiles upon the 
Pbilippians his own Example, when he 
fays. Brethren, I count not nr^feJfto have ap^ 
pretended, or attained to the Prize, but this 
one liing I do, forgetting tbofe TUngs which 
are behind, and reaching forth tmto thofe 
Things which are bejbre, I pre ft toward the 
Mark, for the Prize of the high Calling of 
God, in Chrifl Jefus ? Terms taken from 
the public Exercifes of the Ancients, and 

wherein 
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wherein the Apoftle elegantly refembles his 
Conftancy and Perfcverance in his Duty, to 
the Zeal and Heat of a Charioteer in his 
Courfe, who carries the Prize of the Conteft 
all along in his View, and who, without any 
Regard to thofe behind him, is ever earneft 
and puQiing forward, till he has obtained 
it^^But of this more in inquiring 

11. Secondly, what Benefits we receive 
from having had others to walk in this Faith 
before us. And thefe are, that their Examples 
both fhew us, that our Duty is pradicable^ 
and that we are not fingular in difcharging 
it; and that they will po^yerfully excite 
us to follow them in all their Doings, and 
particularly in Love and Charity to one an- 
other. • 

The Harflinefs and Severity of the Pre- 
cepts of Religion are very much fbftened 
and removed by the gentle Influences of a 
winning Example^ The StifFnefs and Rigour 
of the Rule is much abated, and it is made 
more eafy and plain, and as it were better 
fuited and adapted to us, by the View of the 
wife Behaviour of one who walks regularly 
io it. And therefore wife Men have ever 

thought 
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thought Example a mod efFedual Method 
of Inftrudlion, as leading us on moft gently 
and humanely in the Paths of Virtue j and 
as moft eafily reconciling us to fubmit to her 
Difcipline, and veiling, as it were, its Severi- 
ties from us. We, who are apt to be much 
terrified and aflPi-ighted at the Difficulty c^ 
the Laws, can yet find nothing (hocking or 
frightfiil in the Lives of thofe who obey 
them : And it will much help to reconcile 
us to the Commandments of the Gofpel^ if 
we view them as exemplified in the Lives 
of the Saints. This will (hew us Men of 
like Paffions and Infirmities with our- 
felves, walking on in a uniform Obedience 
to the Statutes of their Lord ; will demon- 
ftrate, that ourWickednefs andDifobedience 
is not founded in any infuperable Difficul- 
ties of the Command, but in our own Neg- 
ligence or Perverfenefs ; and will therefore 
leave us without any Excu(e from our 
Frailties and Weaknefs, if we do not walk 
ly the fame Rule^ and mind the fame likings. 
Again 5 as it will remove all Objeftion 
from the Difficulty of our Duty ; fo will it 
entirely take away our Fears of Singularity 
in performing it. The Mind of Man is fq 
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ifX Society^ and is fo apit to be modelled 
ami governed by it^ that a Defire of imitat- 
ing others, generally makes the ihrongeft and 
quickeft Impreflions upcm us^ and we are . 
often ashamed to be fingular and alone^ even 
in our Duty ; whilft it ^ves us Confidence 
and Encouragement, falfe indeed ; to go with 
a Multitude^ though to do EA)iL And there- 
fore, fays the wife Man, as Iron Jbarpens 
Jl^on^ fo does the Count enanct oj a Man bis 
Friend; it gives a kind of Sanftion and 
Authority to what he does, and confirms 
him in his Judgment of the Goodnefs of his 
Adions. It is giving a Teflimony and Con- 
fent to our Opinions and Behaviour ; which 
will ever afford u& double Pleafure and Sa- 
t^iafedion, when fdpported by the Approba- 
tion of other Men, becaufe we ihall be 
thereby eafily led to conclude, that they 
are therefore more rational, and more wife« 
And as the modefl: and the humble are 
ever diffident, and diflruflful of themfelves, 
it will ever be a. Comfort and Encourage-, 
mei^t to them, to find themfelves in the 
Company of cithers who attend and walk 
with tbem.-»^And that they may not want 
this Advantage in the Progrefs of their 
Z Duty, 
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Duty, let them look baclc on dieSa^ts^: 
Martyrs, and' Confefibrs,, whb'have faefdnt . 
run the iame Rac^, and thejr will find? 
themfelves engaged in the wortUefl Socs&ty^ 
and attended by the heft &i Men. The^ > 
blefled Spirits will, by their vtik tnd powc^Tr . 
^l Examples, confimi the good Mao in tiU . 
his Ways, and dired him in^ all his Ddilg; 9t; 
will remove the Odium and Diftafte of hi$t 
being Angular and opimcinatiw.; will ^v9.. 
him a juft Contempt for the foolidk acK^ 
itnthinking, when hecanibayeReoouri^.tCf^. 
many Precedents of the wife and pmdeoft^. 
and It wilt ever give him PlcafurciflA 
Confidence to be aiTured, thsit be Jo laaHii 
even as they walhedi* — Nay, our RefleflioiTO/ 
on the Saints will not only countenahi^ mt 
in our Duly, they will alfd ilpMgly excite:: 
us to folldw thiem. 

As the Contagion of Vkeis Reading, ia 
are the ' Beauties of Religibn: and Virtue! at* 
tx^&tvc. They, are not dnly ,rc§tilar^, but. 
chiming ^ not only ratioBa^ but lorely^ 
An attentive View of a good Man, faraveTy; 
firuggling wHb' all the.DifEoulties^ and) 
Temptations of Li&, flecUfily ^noouoteringv 
all the Powers of this Worlds and die. 
3 Powers 
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Powers of Darkncfs ; obftinately retaining' 
tiis Integrity in Spi^ht of all Oppofition,- j 
ktid thus refolutely going on from conquer- 
ing to coriqaef ; SucH a View v^ill both warm^ 
&ic Mind,, arid rejoice the Heart, It wiU not 
only lead us ttf pity or commend him, but it 
^il! ftft)ngly move us to imitate his Conduct* 
By difplaying the Lovelineis of an heroic 
PSty in fb^cleaf a Light, it will enflame the 
Mind -with ardent Defires of it 5 and not 
tareiy command our Applaufe for his haV-^ 
ing done well; but urge us to wi(h and la- 
bour to walk in his Steps. — ^^Thus Virtue 
cloaths itfetf ^ith a vifiWe Shape, difplay^ 
itS'nunfiberlefs Beauties to the Eyes of Men ; 
aritf ho Wonder then, if it cannot fail to at- 
trafk the Adlhiration, and excite the De- 
light and Love of every Beholder, who has 
not loft all Reliflh of what is truely praife- 
Vlfotthy arid'am?2lble. Who can attend holy 
yoii in all his AfHidions and Sufferings ; 
view the Cotaflias of the Man, the Huf- 
band, and the Father ; and fee him, in the 
fiidden Loft * of Fortune, Family, and 
Health,' refolute and refigned; without 
readily fubmittiiig his own Concerns to the 
<3tidance of God's Providence, and faying 
Z z of 



digitized by Google 



340 SERMON XIV. 

of the little Afflidions that are become his 
Portion, // is "The Jj^rdy let Him do what 
feemetb Him good? — Who can view the 
royal Pfalmifl: in his penitential Humilia- 
tions, fee the Anguilh of his Soul, and hear 
the Complaints of his Lips, wben bis Sins^ 
bad taken fucb bold upon bim^ tbat be was 
not able to look up ; without feeling an in- 
ward Remorfe and Dread within his own 
Breaft, for his many Ofiences and Tranf- 
greflions againfl the Law of The Almighty ? 
Or who can join with him in the elevated 
Strains of an enflamed Piety and Love, 
when the Mercies of God exalt his Mind, 
and the Praifes of God are in his Mouth s 
without being very fenfible of the great 
Debt of Duty and Gratitude which he owes 
his Maker, for the innumerable Mercies 
that furround him ? — ^Who can travel with 
the blefled Apoflles, from one Kingdom to 
another, and behold their Confiancy and 
Courage in the Execution of their Divine 
Commiflion, in publi(hing the glad Tidings 
of the Gofpel, in the midfl of Praifes and 
Defamations, tbrcugb evil Report and good 
Report f as Deceivers^ and yet true^ as perfe* 
€uted^ but notforfaken, as cajl down^ but not 
2^ defiroyedi 
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dejlroyed'y and not admire That Spirit, by 
which they were adluated, or not be en- 
flamed with 2Jeal for that moft holy Reli- 
gion, which they thus magnanimoufly pub- 
iifhed and defended ? 

And as the Examples of the Saints muft 
thus excite us to follow them in all their 
Doings J fo particularly to imitate their Love 
and Charity to one another. The diftin- 
guifhing Mark of Chriftian Communion, 
ought to be Chriftian Love ; united Hands 
and Hearts in promoting the Welfare of the 
whole Body, whereof Chrijl Himfelf is the 
Head; and a ready Concurrence, in all 
thofe Things efpecially, which tend to the 
.fpiritual Advantage of the helplefs Mem- 
bers of it. And to promote this, our Rc^ 
membrance of, and Communion with, the 
Saints do concur j for as they were tried 
and approved by AfBidions and Contefts, 
fo they were miade perfedl by Love. — And 
as we partake of the fame Ordinances 
which were adminiftred to them j are Mem- 
bers of the fame myftical Body ; and have 
the fame Communion with Tbe Father ^ and 
with Jefus Cbrijly whom He has fent% 
fp we ought to have the fame Chriftian 
Z 3 Lov« 
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Love and Regard for one another ; and the 
fame Unanimity in labouring to fupport the 
weak, and inftruft the ignorant in the Ways 
of Salvation. As we have The Same Lord^ 
the fame Faith ^ and the fame Baptifm j we 
(hould pay our Obedience to the fame Laws, 
and walk by the fame Rule...— To which 
we are yet more powerfully and more afr 
fedlingly excited, in that we have thtj^me. 
Hope of our Calling* Which leads me tq 
obfcrve briefly, in the 

ni. Third and laft Place, that we can 
want no Motive to follow them, if we re- 
member, that JejUs Chrifth The SameTef 
terday^ ^o-day^ and for ever. .What En* 
c6ura^ement may Chriftians receive from 
this exalted and truly divine Character of 
riiejr Lord ? His Love to His Difciples is 
not at all abated fince He left the World ; 
neither is His Arm (horteqed, that it cannot 
fave, His AfFedion to them is, like His Na- 
ture, eternal, and His Power without Li^ 
niitatipn, or Poflibility of Change. Thofe 
^om He loves He will love to the End ^ 
and in the End, will bring them to the fame 
Pk(e 'Where Be />. Thp Bleffed ye/us ilioul4 

there* 
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therefore be ever in our View, both as The 
Author, and Immenfe Rewarder of our 
Faith. For our Remembrance of the Saints 
oiight not to confine itfelf to their Virtues^ 
but fhould raife us from thence to the de- 
lightful Confideration of the Rewards of 
them. That the Glories of Cbriji's King- 
dom may draw us to Him, the Pleafurcs 
at His Right Hand inflame us with His 
Love. The Reafon given by the Apoftle 
for Mofess Contempt of the Court and 
Trfeafures of Egypt was this 5 that he bad 
RefpeSl unto the Rscompence of Rsward. 
And as the fame Crown of Glory is laid up 
for us, we may have the fame comfortable 
Refpedl and Regard to it j may hope, if we 
conftantly hold out in this Day of Trial, to 
furvive this wretched and miferable State, 
and have all its Infirmities and Imperfedions 
eternally removed from us; may hope, to 
Jit down with Abraham ^ and IJaaCy and Ja^ 
coby in the Kingdom oj God\ to join with 
the bleflTed Spirits, whofe Faith we now fol- 
low, in endlefs Praifes to The King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords ; and to Jhine as the Stars 
in the Firmament of Heaven^ for ever and 
ever. 

Z 4 OUR 
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V 

\ 

Our Ignora^<:e of the fecret Thing* 
and Myfteriesf of God confidered. 

SE R MON XV. 

D E U T, xxix. 29. 

The fecret Things belong unto The 
Lord our God. 

T) R ID £, fays the Son of Sirach^ was not 
J/ made for Man 5 nor indeed Haughti* 
nefs of Spirit Jor him that is born of a W^ 
man.' — The Infirmities and Imperfedlions of 
human Nature and its beft Performances, 
are fo many and great, as very ill become 
that exceflive Value and Efteem, which we 
ufually fet on what we attain, and what we 
do. — Even the nobler Faculties of our 
Minds are limited and confined. They are 
indeed wifely adapted to our prefent Wants 
9.nd Neceffities ; but fall very fhort of that 
univerfal Knowledge and Comprehenfion of 

• Things 
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Things, which we are fond of grafping at, 
and which fome Men vainly and abfurdly 
imagine, they can and do attain. — The 
Light of the Mind, if we would compare 
what we know with what we know not, 
would perhaps appear to be lefs than that 
of the fmalleft Spark, when compared with 
the Sun j and yet we often, out of a vain 
Opinion of our Abilities, employ great Pains 
and Labour in endeavouring to learn what 
we can never find out ; and fome Men are 
fo confident of their own Underftandings, 
as to make them the Meafure and Standard 
of all Truth, and impioufly to reje<9: every 
thing as falfe and abfurd, which they can- 
not fully comprehend, — The Confequence 
of which is Vanity, Impertinence, and Af- 
fedation, in the Affairs of Life, and both Hc- 
refy and Scepticifm in Religion. — Where- 
as, if we would. content ourfelves within 
the Boundaries, which The God of Nature 
has fet to our Faculties, we ftiould be moft 
ready td acquiefce in His Difpenfations, and 
fubmit to the Revelations of His Willj 
and we fhould be more humble, and more 
charitable in our Sentiments of ourfelves, 
and one another. 

In 
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In order to thefe Ends, it may be of ufe 
to us to remember the Caution, which 
Mofe% here gives the ^ews^ that thefecret 
Things belong unto The Lord our God^ i. e. 
that the Powers of our Minds are at prc- 
fent bounded and narrow, are not defigtied 
to take in the whole Compafs of Nature, 
but thofe Things only, which are ufeful 
and convenient for us ; and that we (hould 
be content with thofe Degrees of Know- 
ledge we are capable of, and fhould neither 
ufurp on the divine Prerogative, by affedl- 
ing to know what is beyond our Keach, nor 
impioufly rejed the Revelations which God 
has given us, becaufe fome Matters contain- 
ed in them are above our Reafon, and pad 
our Comprehenfion. — For thefe are fome 
of thokjecret Things^ which belongs not to 
us, but unto The Lord our God. 

In fpeaking to which Words, I lliall 

I, Give two or three Inftances of thefe 
fecret Things^ and confider in what 
Senfe they properly belong to The Jjurd 
our God. And 

II. Endeavour to (hew, how far we our- 
felves are concerned in them, and 

what 
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what Duties neccferily arife from Ollf 
Ignorance of them*. 

I. Th^firft Tnftancc I fliall give of thefe 
fecret Things^ is the Efience and Attributoa 
of God. His Nature is to us unfearckabk^ 
and His P^rfeftions paft finding out, Hi9 
Exiftcnce is indeed moft certain, and fe sis^ 
dfemonftrabfe, as perhaps any one Troth, 
which tlie Mind of Man can receive : Biiif 
His rell Nature and Eilence is beyond' t6e 
Powers of Man to conceive, and, as far as 
we can judge, beyond' thofc of any odbfir 
created Bfcing whatever. — Snci it is as cleAi^ ' 
and certain, as any Thing can be, that no-^ 
thing tati produce ndiffiihg y it is likcwife as 
certainly and neceflaTily h-oc, that thercf 
rfiuft have bccrt, from all Eternity, Some 
Caufe and Author of all other Things. And 
thiS'Pobfitain of Being, frotn whofe Power 
and Will all other Things came, js what 
we underffand and fighity by the Term, 
Gqd, — But the precife Nature of this 
Power arid Wifdom, which have thus ex- 
erted and (hewn themfelves to us j what 
they are, and wherein they confift ; is as 
much beyond our Urider/landings'to com- 
prehend. 
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pfihtteJ; ja^ it is bfeyqnd our PoMr^ t6 pto- 
duqe my of tbofe Egbdte which (feily flow 
j|-om them.-r^Tbat a// I'hings were made bf 
Hfm, and wijhwlJ^im was not Any Thing 
madCf that' was Made ^ that all Thirds live 
ilt^d, move /« Hiav and that without Hin^ 
iV)thf ng- could fiibiift that do?s fuBlifl: • and 
that all Exeelieacies and Perfe(Sieris. of all 
vifible and iinvifible. Beings, do unite and 
center in Him, in the moftperfedi Manner) 
t;hefc;^reTruth8.certainly to be knawn and 
underftood . by Men^ , by the things that dtk 
appear. Butfarther than this, oqr natural 
Knowledge neither does, nor can at prefent 
extend. Could we comprehend the- Nature 
©f God, it would not only be finite, but 
confined w^ithin a very narrow Compafs; 
And we muft rank all. Knowledge of this 
kind among ^oCeJecret Things^ wj^ich be-i 
hng unto I'k Lard our God^ Who only 
kflpws what He isi and how He exifts, and 
<^n alone fearch out the othi^wife unfe^ 
th^n&aWe Depths of His own Eternal and 
Infinite Perfipaiort^ — And aij we know not 
tl*e:Natui;e of Qod, (o neither can we. 

Secondly, Underhand Hm Counjelsy or 
sscphin and difcover His Motives of Adion, 

and 
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and (hew the Reafon and Defign of all thtf 
prefent Ads, and Difpenfations of His 
Providence.— His Wifdom, Goodnefs, and 
Jaftice, are indeed fo evident in fome of 
them, that be who runs may read them : But 
others, efpecially the more general and pub^ 
lie ones, furprize and confound the buly 
Mind of Man, and at firft Sight (hew us, 
that His Ways are not as our Ways^ nor His 
Tiougbts as our Hougbts. 

Why He (hould have deferred the Crea- 
tion of Man fo long, till within the Space of 
Six thoufand Years; why, after Creation, 
He (hould confine the Knowledge of Him- 
fclf and •His Religion to one Family, and 
one fmall Nation only, while all the reft of 
human Race were wandering in Ignorance 
and Idolatry ; why the Redemption of Man- 
kind (hould be wrought out in fo ftupend- 
ous a Manner as by the Death of The Son 
of God ; and why, to this Day, the Know- 
ledge of Salvation, and of His Son, (hould 
be fo much confined as it is, and much the 
greater Part of Mankind be involved in the 
grofl!eft Ignorance, Idolatry, and Barbarity j 
ihefe are Qucftions, which, 1 concciye, 
jnuft ultimately, if not wholly, refolve 

them- 



Digitized 



by Google 



ihemfelves into the fecret Purpofes of His 
divine Will, iy Whom and for Whom they 
were performed, St. Paul profeffes him- 
Jfelf unable to comprehend thefe Proceed-^ 
ings, and cries out in Amazement, with 
ffefpeft to fuch Occurrences as thefe, O 
the Depth of the Riches of the Wifdom and 
Goodnefs of God, how un/earchable are His 
Noughts, and His Ways pqfi finding out I 
And if an Apoftlcj who was caught up inta 
the third Heavens, was thus forced to flop in 
Aftonifhment and Adoration; unafiifled 
Reafon iDught furely to refolve all its 
Doubts into the fatne Wifdom and Good« 
nefs, and to acquiefce in the Difpeniations 
of That Invifible, Infinite, and Incompre- 
henfible Being, of Whom is the Earth and 
the Fulnefs thereof; 

And with relped to ihbre private and 
more particular Cafes, the Revolutions of 
States and Governments, and every parti- 
cular Man*S Sufferings or Enjoyments ill 
Life ; it is He, th^tpulktb down and fettetb 
up ; it is He, that maketb poor and maketh 
Hch^ anddivideth toe^ery Manfeverallyai 
\ He willetb ; and that^ often without any vi* 
fible Regard to the Characters or Condud: 
A a of 
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of Men.— *And unleis therefore wecoaldietf 
thro* the whole Chain of Hi^ Proceedings} 
unle& we could clearly difcover all the Con*^ 
fequences and Connexions of Things ; we 
are as little able to judge of His Counfels 
by the little we know of them^ as we are 
to judge of a Volume» by the Skght of 
one Lfine ; or of a magnificent BuUding, 
by examining only a fingle Stone thereof-^ 
Could we take a View of the whole Scriea 
of God's Providence, His Wifdom and 
Goodneis would doubtlefe appear in every 
Period of it. But the Portions we fee of it 
are fo few and icanty^ and His Will and 
Purpofes are ib far beyond our Reach, that 
the trueft Judgment we can form of them 
k, in the Words of the Pfalmift, that His 
IFay is in the Sea, and His Paths in the 
great Waters, and that His Footfieps are 
not known. 

Laftly, there is yet another InAance of 
thcfe fecret Things j and that is, , the 
Thoughts and Inclinations, and inward 
State of Mens Minds. — To know thefe, 
is the peculiar Prerogative of Heaven; and 
He alone, Who inhabits there, can look into 
die Souls of Men, and underjtand their 

Thoughts 
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^tboHgbts long kfore.-^And therefore the 
Wifeft Lawgivers have in their Laws and 
Conftitutions been forced to overlook the 
Thoughts and Intentions of the Heart, as be- 
yond their Province -, otherwife than as they 
are made known and manifeft by outward 
Adions. And as every Man, with refpeft to 
his future and eternal State, has his own -Mz- 
^er^ to Whom alone he v/i\\JiafjdorfalI', fo 
God alone can know, how far the Sinner has 
reconciled himfelf to Him by availing Peni- 
tence, and accepted by a ftedfaft Faith the 
Mediation and Promifes of His Bleffed Son. 

Thefe are fcwiie of thofe many Inftances, 
which might be given, of Tbwgs which are 
to ns/ecretj and are not by any Application 
knowable by us. They ielofjg to The Lord 
our Gody as the fole Unerring Judge of 
them ; Who Alone is to a<ft and deter- 
mine therein, as His Wifdom, Gocdnefs, 
and other Attributes (hall move Him.— 
But becaufe our Religion is neceflarily af- 
fedled by them, I have infifted upon thefe ; 
and (hall from the Mention of them pro- 
ceed to 

IL The fecond Particular, which is to 

ihew^ how far we are neverthelefs concern- 
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ed in them, and what Duties nece^rily 
arifc from our Ignorance of them. 

And firft then, though we cannot com- 
prehend the Nature of God, yet it is nc- 
ccflary, that we (hould acquire fbme clear 
and fettled Notions of Him, as the Objedt 
of our Faith, and the Foundation of all Re- 
ligion.— But for this, the Knowledge of His 
Exiftencci and of His Attributes and Relati** 
ons to Us, is fufficient, — The true Worship 
we are obliged to pay Him, confifls in ho- 
nouring, I. e. loving, fearing, obeying, and 
confiding in Him 5 in flying to Him as our 
Defence and Succour in the Efey of our Di- 
" ftrefs 5 and acknowledging the Bleffings He 
beftows upon us, in Songs of Praife and 
Thankfgiving. And in order to this, it is ne- 
ceflTary, that we know Him to be The Au- 
thor and Preferver of ourfelves and the Uni- 
verfe in which we live ; and that He gives usi 
all we do or can receive ; and that Wifdom, 
Power, Juftice, and Goodnefs are feated in 
Him, in the mod eminent and incomprehen- 
fible Manner. For the Worftiip we pay or 
owe Him is founded in His Benefeftions to 
us, and in His Power and Will to preferveor 
to deftroy us. — And thefe we may receive 

3 certain 
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certain Affurances and Demonftrations of, 
without knowing what that Nature is, to 
which thefe Attributes belong, or endea- 
vouring vainly and impioufly to fearch out 
the unfathomable Abyfs of Infinity, which 
no Man knoweth or can know s no, nor 
the Angek of God in Heaven, 

So that the Knowledge, we arc obliged 
to have of God, relates to His Worfliip and 
our Duty, and not to the griping any ade- 
quate Ideas of His Eflcnce, which it were 
Folly and Madnefs in us to afFe<a, and im- 
pofllble to attain. And the Duty, that ne- 
ceflarily arifes from our infuperable Igno- 
rance here, is plainly this, that we fliould 
readily receive and embrace thofe Revela-* 
tions of His Nature, which He Himfclf 
has given us. 

As He alone knows, fo He alone can in« 
form us, what He is. Which fince He has 
been pleafed in fome meafure to do, in the 
holy Scriptures ; our abfolute Inability other- 
wife to know, or in any wife to compre- 
hend His Nature, makes an implicit Af- 
fent to all His Declarations of Himfelf a 
neceflary Duty. For that Inability to know, 
implies an Inability iq us to judge of His 
Aa 3 Eflenccji 
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Eflence ; and in Cafes, wherein we can forn^ 
no Judgment ourfelves, the Teftimony of 
God is a fare Foundation for our ready and 
firm Aflent to whatever He reveals.-—? 
Otherwife, if we might rejedt revealed Do- 
SrineSy becaufb we cannot comprehen4 
them, when at the fame time we grant 
that the fubje<5l Matter of them is incona- 
prehenfible by us^ we plainly run ourfelves 
into this Abfurdity, that we take upon us. 
to judge and reje£t thofe Opinions as unrea- 
fonable, of which we allow we cannot judge 
at all ; and peremptorily determine thofe 
Dodrincs to be falfe, of whofe Truth or 
FaUhood wc gan of ourfelves i^now no-: 
thing. 

The only reafonable Dpubt in this Cafe 
is, whether God has indeed revealed them. 
For if it be fufficiently proved, that the 
Books^ which are faid to contain fuch Do-r 
d^ines, arc from Him; and that fuch Do^ 
dtrines are really contained in thofe Books j 
His Authority is fufficient to command an 
implicit Belief and Reception of them. For 
fuch a Belief, tho' obfcurc and imperfed, as 
to the fubjea: Matter of thofe Opinions of 
w|iicb vy?e cannot judge, is yet c|car and rea- 
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ibnable with refpeft to the Foundation on 
which it flands ; and in this Cafe it is nei- 
ther foolifli nor abfurd to believe ; but it is 
both, not to believe God, lyhen He declares 
Things to us which are above our Rea-lbn> 
and exceed our Capacities, 

And fuppofing then that the Scriptures 
are the Word of God, and that they plainly 
declare, that inThe Godhead there areThree 
Perfons, and that The Father is God, The 
Son is God, and The Holy Ghoft is God j 
which I apprehend they very clearly teach ; 
in this Cafe, our difbelieving or rejedting this 
Dodtrine, becaufe we cannot conceive or 
comprehend bow They are fo, is tranfgref- 
fing our Duty i and is altogether as unrea- 
ibnable, as it would be for <a blind Man to 
deny, that there is any DiftinSion between 
Light and Darknefe, or between different 
Colours, becaufe he cannot perceive it. 

And this way of Reafoning is likewife very 
ftrong and cqnclufive, with refpedt to all the 
other incomprehenfible Truths which are re- 
vealed in the Scriptures, as well as that of the 
Ever-bleffed Trinity.— How God fliould 
affume the Nature of Man, we cannot con- 
ceive i neither can we explain the Manner 
A a 4 how 
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how His Grace does operate on the Mindi 
and yet, when we are exprefsly told, that 
Qod was manifefi in the Flejh^ and that it 
is God^ Who ivorketbin us both to mil and ta 
do\ it is as unreafonable to difbelieve thefe 
Things, becaufe we cannot explain or com- 
prehend the Manner of them, as it would 
bQ for 9 Man to deny, that Matter does 
ftally adhere together, becaufe no Man cai^ 
explain how it does (o^ or to refufb to be-f 
Beve, that Water ev^r hardened into Ice, be-i 
caufe he cannot either explaip or conceive 
the Manner of it. For thcfe natural Efc 
feSs, notwithftanding the boafted Difcpvc-. 
ries^ or even the Improvements of Philofb- 
phy, muft, by all I can learn, refolve them- 
felves at laft into the Will of The Creator ^ 
and are altogether as incredible to then^ 
who have never feen them, as thofe incom- 
prehenfible Doftrines of Revelation. An4 
therefore he, that can diibelieye God, for 
want of comprehending all He fays, may asi 
well difbelieve his Senfes, for want of com- 
prehending how they operate ; fince our Ig- 
norance and Incapacity are equally as ftrong 
a Reafon, why we (hould rejedl. the Tefti- 
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ipony of our Senfes in the one Cafe, as thQ 
Teftimony of God in the other. 

jt. As to the particular A<^s and Difpen-r 
fatioqs of God's Providence, and the in- 
vrard State of our Brethren, the other fecret 
^bings mentioned } the Duties, that, arife 
from our Ignorance of them, are tbefe : 

That we ought not to queftjon or n^- 
led general and evident Truths for the Sake 
of any Difficulties that may arife from par-? 
ticular Cafes, of which vve cannot fee fixjly 
)|iforme4. 

That we fhoul4 learn from thenee Mo- 
defly and Humility of Mind. And 

That we fhew great Tendernefs an4 
Charity in our Judgments of others. 

The firfl Inference drawn from our Ig^ 
noranqe in thefeCafes, is this, that wg ought 
not to negledl or queflion general and evi-? 
dent Truths, for the Sake of any Objedtions 
that may arife againfl them, from particu- 
lar C^fes, of which we cannot be folly in- 
fornied. The general Truths, I h(?rc mean, 
are fuch as thcfe > that God is wife, and 
jufl, and good, and cannot contradidt Him- 
felf, or do any thing which is inconfiflent 
'Vy^ith thefe Attributes^ Which are very 
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clear, evident, and demonftrative Truth^ 
and are neceflary to be retained, aa the 
Foundation of all our Duty to Him ; an4 
any Difficulties which ariie from the Appli^ 
cation of them to particular Cafes, ought 
not to influence us fo lar, as to make u$ 
doubt cf or rejed them.-^6ecaufe, if we 
do, we reject Certainti^ ibr what isi at pre^ 
fent but uncertain; and becauib we are 
obligpd to believe the/e general Dodtrines^ 
but are neither obliged nor able to know 
enough of the Circumibncesc of any parti- 
Cular Cafes, to form a juft Judgment of thek 
Agreement or Di£igrcement with theic ge-. 
fteral Rules, And yet, all the Difficulties, 
that are made relating to God's Providence,^ 
do ariie from hence only, that we find it 
hard to reconcile fome particular Difpen&- 
tions, and to make them CQnfiftent with 
His Attributes. 

Thus, in private Cafes, when we obferve 
Chat wicked Men are profperous and fuc-^ 
cefsfal, and the good opprefled and aiilidled j 
and in general ones, when we obferve the 
Barbarity, Ignorance, Idolatry, and indeed 
all kinds of Brutalities, which are ipread 
over the greateft Part of the Earth s and 
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the Wifdom, Happinefs, and Purity, which 
flow from thofe Fountains of faving Know- 
ledge, which reach but to few Parts of it j 
our Difficulties and Doubts ariie from hence^ 
only, that we cannot underfland, how the 
one can confiil with God's JuAice } and the 
pther with His Goodnefs and Impartiality. 

The true and plain Anfwer and Solutioa 
of which, and all other like Difficulties, is, 
I conceive, this. That we know and arc 
fure, that God is m general Goodneis and 
Jullice itfelf: But that we neither know 
enough of the inward and true State of 
thofe Men, whom we call good or bad, to 
be able to judge, how far His Juftice is con- 
cerned in their Succefs or their Sufferings; 
por are enough acquainted with the De- 
figns, Effefks, Confequences, and other Cir- 
cumftances of thefe Difpenfations, to be able 
to pronounce from them only, whether 
fie is equal or unequal in the Diftribution 
of them. And that therefore we ought 
ftedfaftly to adhere to thofe general Truths, 
and defer the Solution of particular Cafes, 
till we can attain a moft full and perfeft 
Knowledge of them ; not doubting, but 
that the Removal of our Ignorance and In- 
capacity 
4 
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capacity would jujiify Him in His Doings^ 
and clear Him when He is judged} would 
make His Rigbteoujnefs as clear as the Lights 
and H]sjujl Dealings as the Noon Day. 

Again, what I farther infer from hence 
k, that we (hould learn Modefty and Hu- 
mility of Mind. — We know very little of 
the Works of God, and much lefs of His 
Thoughts and Defigns. And having very 
few Principles to go upon, we {hould pro^ 
cecd with very great Caution and Referve, 
when we pretend to arraign His Judgment j 
and (hould be very fearful and diffident 
how we provoke Him to Anger, by inipi- 
oofly pretending to call in Queflion Hia 
Works. For this is entering upon a Pro- 
vince which is His fole Prerogative, Who 
alone knows, and alone can judge of what 
He does 5 and our Ignorance and Weaknefs 
Aiould, in Rcafon and Duty, turn all our 
Diftrufts, our Doubts, and Uncertainties 
from Him to ourfclves. Nay, but, Man^ 
lays the Apoftle, who art thou, that repliefl 
againftCrod? What art thou, but Corrup- 
tion, Duft, and Afties, and, at beft, fuch as 
His Hand hath formed thee ? Andjhall 
then tb( Thing jormed Jay unto Him that 

formed 



Digitized 



by Google 



. g fi R M N XV. 365 

formed ity Why haft ^hou made me thus ? — 
Remember, that it is He^who laid the Fourth- 
dations of the Earth, and flr etched out a Ufie 
nnto it. Remember, that it is He, who 
Jhutteth up the Sea with Doors, ^xidijlretcb*' 
eth out the Heavens like a Curtain ; and 
HMlketh upon the Wings of the Wind. Re- 
member, that He is in Heaven, and thou upon 
Earthy and therefore let thy Thoughts of 
Him be awful and reverential, oUhyfelftatssi 
and humble, and let thy Words befew^ 

Laftly, as Humility of Mind, fo likewife 
Charity and Tendernefs in our Judgments 
of others, is a Duty that arifes from our Ig* 
norance ofthok fecret Things, and our In- 
ability to know them. The Heart of Man 
is a Myftery, which no other Man doth or 
can know ; and, as even known and pub^ 
lie Crimes demand Forgivenefs and Com- 
paffion from a Chriftian Mind ; it were in-, 
human to facrifice the Reputations, and 
thereby perhaps the Fortunes and Lives of 
others to bare Surmifes and Conjeftiires. 
This is delighting and rejoicing in Iniquity 
purely for the Sake of it ; and it is fcatter- 
ing Firebrands, Arrows, and Death, andfay-^ 
ing. Am I not in Sport? — And if therefore 

we 
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I we have hot Chriftianity enough to forgiv^ 

what we know ; our Ignbrance makes it a 
Debt of common Juftice and Humanity, 
not to arraign, condemn, and, as far as in 
us lies, execute, our Brethren for what we 
know not* 

And with refpeA to what we call the 
Judgments of God, thereby meaning the 
extraordinary Evils and Sufferings of Life^ 
under which fome Men labour, and which 
others make to be fure Signs of fome extra- 
ordinary Iniquity ; the wife Man has long 
fince determined for us, that all fucb Infer-* 
ences are unjuft and wicked, and that we 
cannot know either Love or Hatred by all 
that is before uu — And our Blefled Lord, 
to fuppreis this wild and unjuft Spirit a- 
mong the Jews^ exprefcly condemns and 
forbids it. When told of the Cafe of fome 
unhappy Men, who were (lain at the Altar^ 
while they were offering up their Sacrifices 
to God ; and of others, on whom a Tower 
in Jerufalem fell and dcftroyed them^ 
think ye ^ lays He, that thofe Gatilaam^ 
viz. thofe, wbofe Blood Pilate mingled with 
their Sacrifices^ were Sinners abtfoe all the 
Calibans? or that thoji Eighteen^ m whom 

the 



Digitized 



by Google 



SfeRMON XV. 367 
ibe Ttnver in Siloamfell andjlew thim^ nmre 
Sinners above all Men^ that dwell at jerufa^ 
km ? becaufe tbeyfufferedfucb Tubings ? I tell 
you^ Nay. But except ye repent^ ye Jball all 
hkewife perijb. 

Here it is eicprefsly declared, that all fuch 
Reaibnihgs from the greater Suffering to the 
greaterGuilt of other Men,are at beft ground- 
le&y and perhaps too falie and unjuft : And 
it is implied^ that Applications of that kind 
are then only reafonable and good, when 
they are made to ourfelves. We know our 
own Crimes, and how far we have deferred 
what other Men may have fufFered. And the 
true Ufe to be made of their Misfortunes, is^ 
not to apply them to any imaginary unknown 
Sins of theirs, which we are no Judges of; 
but to thofe real ones, which our Confciences 
difcover to us in ourfelves s and to learn 
from thence not to condemn our Brethren, 
but to repent ourfelves, lefl we alfoperifh. 

Whenever we judge rafhly and uncan- 
didly, we tranfgrefs all the Rules of com- 
mon Equity and Juflice, and our Cenfures 
mufl be offenfive in the Sight of God ; be- 
caufe they not only imply a want of Hu- 
manity and Charity^ but are likewife an in- 
truding 
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trading into xhokfecret Things ourfeltreSi 
the Knowledge and Determination of wluch 
belmg only to The Lord eur Godi 

And therefore may He, to Whom all 
Hearts are open, all Defires known, and 
fhim Whom bo Secrets are hid, fo deanfe 
the Thoughts of our Hearts by the Infpira-« 
tion of His Holy Spirit, that we may per-^ 
fedly love both Him and one another, and 
worthily magnify His Holy Name, through 
Je/us CtHfi, our Lord« 
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Reflexions upon the Divine Pro- 
vidence and Mercies, the beft 
Remedies againft the Infirmity 
of immoderate Grief and De- 
{pair. 

SERMON XVI. 



PSALM Ixxvii. lo. 

I faidy This h my Infirmity ^ hut I 
will remember the Tears of the 
Right Hand of The Mojl Higheft. 

IT has been often juftly obferved, that 
that fuperior Gaiety and Cheaffulnefs, 
which in Profperity diftingui(hes fome, as 
Men of uncommon Life and Vivacity, is, 
upon a Change of Circumftances, ufually 
fiicceeded by as great a Degree of Melan- 
choly and Dejedion. — Whether this be, 
that the fame defeftive Reafon, which can 
^ive way to an . immoderate Joy and De- 
B b 2 lights 
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Jight, will be naturally as defedive in fblv 
duing the contrary PaiTion, upon as preffing 
an Occafion; or, whether it be, that they, 
who have given a Loofe to their Enjoy* 
ments, are the moft ienfible of the Differ* 
ence of a Change, when it comes, and are 
then the more ftrongly afie&ed with it ; or 
whether it be, that it pleafed God to with- 
draw Hiipfelf from ihctn^ that they may be* 
come the more ienfible of the Folly of their 
former Vanity, and of the NeceiBty of de-^ 
pending on Him ; I (hall not at prefent 
make it my. Bufinefs to enquire, — All, that 
is now to be obierved from it, is, that, be 
th^ Caufe of fuch Dejedion what it wil], 
it is always as much our Folly as our 
Crime ; and that whoever, in Circumftances 
of Diftrefs, gives way to fuch Dejedtion, 
demonftrates hiinfelf to be weak, as well as 
wickedf 

One avowed Inft^ncc of which Weak- 
neft we here have in the Author of thi$ 
P|alm, when he fays, it was his Infirmity. ^^ 
For what he her? fpeaks of as his Infirmity, 
w^s the Defpondcncy of his Mind, in Tinje 
of Affliftion : It was, that in the Time $f 
TtrQuble^ h? fp gave ^(ay to his Heavmefs, 

that 



Digitized 



by Google 



SERMON XVI. 373 

^at his Scml rejufed Comfort ; it was his 

having fo indulged his Crief and Sorrow, 

as made him ready to give himfelf over, as 

one defperate and abandoned % it was his 

having gone fo far as to doubt, whether 

The Lord had not utterly forfakenbim^ and 

whether His Mercy was not clean gone for. 

ever^ and His Promije come utterly to an 

End for evermore ; it was his queftioning, 

whether G^^had not forgotten to be graci^ 

ous^ andjhut up His loving Kindnefs in Dif- 

pleafure.-^fiW. which he here confefles as 

higr Fault, acknowledges to have proceeded 

only from his own Weaknefs, and refolves 

to turn his Thoughts to fuch Refleftions as 

would moft conduce to his Recovery. J 

faid^ fays he, or I acknowledge, // is mine 

own Infirmity j but I mil remember the Tears 

of the Right Hand of The Mofl Higbeft. I 

will coniider the various Difpenfations of 

God's Providence, and as the moft proper 

Means to raife myfelf to a Depcndance 

upon Him, I will rccoUedl the paft In- 

ftances of His Mercy. — I will remember the 

Works of The Lord^ and call to Mind the 

Wonders of old Time \ J will think alfo of 

allTiy Works ^ and my talking Jhall be of Thy 

B b 3 Doings. 
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Doings. And accordingly, the remainif^ 
j^art of this Pfalm is fpent in fuch a Recol* 
Ic&ion, as the naoft proper to .convince him. 
of the Equity of God's Dealings with him, 
and to demonftrate that (be Way of God is 
boly^ jnft, and good, and that there was 
nmefo great a God as his God^ nor any fa 
rich in Mercy to his People. 
. The Text thus explained, naturally fC- 
iblves itfelf into thefe two Particuiars; 

I. Tl^t it is our Infinnity, as >yell a9 
Faulty our Weaknefe, as well as Crime^ 
to give way to hnnioderate Grief; un« 
der AfHiiflions and Difappointmeiks^ 
and to fink into Dejetftipn and Djikuft 
on account of thttru-^IJiiid^ fudx a 
Behaviour as this was my Infirmity. 

IL That the moft proper Means to over- 
come that Infirmity, and to raife our- 

. felves above Diitruft, is to rcfled: on 
the Divine Difpenfations, and to re- 

• coUedl the many ordinsn-y and extra- 
ordinary Inftahces of God's Mercy, 
which have appeared in the conftant 
Courfe of His Providence : But I wilt 

rentem^' 
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remember the Tears of the Right Hani 
tfthemftUigbefi. 

The firft Particular is, that to give Wajlf 
to immoderate Gfrief under Afflidions and 
Pifappointments, and to fink into a Dejec- 
tion of Mindy and Diflruft of the Divine 
Goodnefs, is as much our Weakne& as oar 
Crime. — Such a j^ehaviour is not ofily a 
Breach of the Divine Laws, but like wife ar« 
gues fo great a Narrowncfs and Meannefe 
of Spirit, as is even a Reproach to human 
Nature, and implies as great a Want of a 
manly Refolution and Conftancy, as o£ 
Piety. For the Mind of Man was en- 
dowed with fuperior Faculties and Powers^ 
to enable him to jud^e aright of the real 
Differences of Things, and to govern him- 
felf by the Dilates of that Judgment. His 
Reafon was given him to make himcapa-' 
ble of weighing every Circumftance, and/ 
not fufFer himfelf to be deceived by the Ap- 
pearances of Things ; but to teach- him to 
take a View of his Condition in every Light, 
and to give every Confideration its due 
Weight and Force. Which is fo little done 
by him, who indulges an exceffive Grief, 
B b 4 , tihat 
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that fais Rcaibn becomes a Curfe and not a 
Bkfling to him, by being inftrumental in 
colle&ing every Thing that may increaie 
his Sorrows, and in oyerl66king every Mo- 
tive to leflen or allay them. 

He is very faithful in negle^ing no Qr- 
cumftanoe that may add to the Darknefs 
and Gloom of the Profped ; and is as in- 
duftrioos in (hutting out every Ray of Light 
^at might break in upon it, and enliven it. 
He fufiers Prejudice and Partiality to over- 
come him ; and inflead of being an equita- 
We Judge of his own Cafe, will be content 
enly to view himfelf in thofe falfe Cblours, 
in which his Pafiions repreient him. — And 
whilfl: he is complaining of the Greatnefs 
of his Affliction, and fcruples no Means of 
extricating himfelf from it ; he is weak 
enough to be at the very Inftant adding to 
its Weight, and purfuing the Methods that 
can only tend both to magnify his Misfor- 
tunes, and increafe them. And fuch a Be- 
haviour does then offer as great Violence to 
common Senfe as it does to Religion ; and 
is as great a Reproach of our human Nature 
as of our Chriftianity ; fince it demonftrates, 
that fuch- Men arc governed by their Paf- 

fions^ 
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fions, and not by their Underftanding; and 
that they are weak enough to make great 
Complaints of the Grievances they labour 
under, and yet at the &me Time to take a 
great deal of Pains to add to the Weight 
and Uneafinefs of them. 

One Proof then, that Dejeftion and Dif- 
tmft are pur Infirmity, our Weaknefs, and 
our Folly, is this ; that they ftiew us to be 
wholly governed by our Paffions, and not 
by our Reafon* The Paffions are ftrong 
and adlive, mightily incline the Mind to, 
or againft, any Objeft; and when we in- 
confiderately throw up the Reins to them, 
they muft be irrational, either with Re- 
gard to their Object or Degree. They were, 
1 doubt not, in Man's primitive State, in 
perfedl Subjedion to the Laws of Rcafon ; 
and they are ftill dcfigned as Spurs and In- 
centives to the more ready Execution and 
avoiding of fuch Things, as the Underftand- 
ing (hall approve or condemn. And the 
Pleafure and Pain annexed to the l^urfuit of 
them, are evident Motives to that Good, 
which a wife Man fhould choofe, and Dif- 
fuafives from that Evil, which he ftould 
mvoid, — So that the Order of Nature is in 

itfelf 
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itfcif juft and good, and The Author of k 
Wile and Beneficent to us i and as long as 
we preferve the Subordination He defigned 
in k> we (hall find every Faculty to have 
its peculiar E^dtellences and Ufes, and to 
contribute its Part towards the Promotion 
of that Perfedion and Happinefs, for which 
He adapted and defigned iL 

But when, inflead of Order, We introduce 
Confufion y inAead of Peace, Rebellion j 
when, inftead oi governipg our PaiSons^ 
we are governed by, them, and that in De- 
fiance of the Didates of our Undetftand- 
ing ; we then become the Authors of our 
own Deftruftioni and are juftly chargeabte 
with the Sufierings we Endure ; we betray 
our Weaknefs t^ fubmitting to be direded 
by the lead raticxial Part of us ; and in lay-^ 
ing aiide our Realbn, we relinqui(h both 
our Manhood and our Peace..**-For the 
Paflions, if not duly regulated, will naturally 
hurry and confound us ; their Repreienta-^ 
tioiis of Things to the Mind are bigger than 
the Life, and by too ftrong and fenfible 
Impreffions they will caufe us to err as 
much in Judgment as in Pradlice. — Which 
^ the particular Cafe of every one, whoic 

ex- 
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cxtraordkiary Fears of future Mklbrtunes^ 
or whofe inordinate Grief at prei^t Cala- 
mitici, hurry them into Mehnchofy and 
Peje&bn, Such a one is partial to his owa 
Misfortunes ; he coniiders hinifclf Qnly ia 
ope, and that the worft Light, in which 
PafGon or Prepoffefllon can reprefeat him* 
He^^gravates every Circumibiiee which 
appears grievous to him ; and negledls the 
Confideration of the good Things he enjoys, 
which, if duly and equitably weighed, 
might remove, or at lead diminiih, his An* 
gui(h- And then, from this. imperfeft View 
of one Side only of his Cafe, he draws fuch 
melancholy Inrferences concerning his pre* 
fent and future State, as are as. Iktle 9gree* 
able to Reafon as Religion. — He {uffct$ 
himfelf to be fwallawed up in one continued 
Train of gloomy and horrible Refledions > 
afid thefe Reflections caft a dark Veil over 
all his Faculties, and will not fufFer him to 
fi^ any Thing as it is, j>ut only in that dark 
and uncomfortable Light, in which they 
are thjus difguifed and mifreprefented. — 
An4 with Reafon then docs fuch a Cafe de* 
fgrve the Nanae of great Infirmity; when 

the 
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the nobleft Faculties of the Mifid are thij$ 

clouded and obfcured. 

And as Dgedtion is thus manifeftly 2 
Weakneis, as it argues a Sufpenfion of Rea- 
Ion ; fo is it likewife^ as it (hews the want 
of a manly Rcfolution and Conftancy. To 
be able at once to look both backwards and 
forwards, to take fome View of paft and fii* 
tore Events, and to judge of the diftant 
Confequcnccs and Effc<as of Things, is the 
peculiar Privilegeofhuman Nature. Andthe 
Advantage of it is, that it prevents our being 
deceived by Appearances, and enables us to 
fee thro' and dcfpifc thofe fccming Goods 
and Evils of Life, which are but too apt to 
cngrofi our feveral Affeaions, and would 
othcrwife delude us. — And this (hould then 
raife in us a light Eftcem of fuperficial Ad- 
vantages, and fuch a Conftancy in enduring 
fuch prefent Sufferings, as we know wall 
termbatc in the Happinefs of another State. 

And whoever, on the contrary, gives 
way to his Misfortunes, and fuiFers an ex- 
ceflive Grief to make him defperatc under 
them, betrays a Weaknefs unworthy of his 
Nature, and appears in a Charadtcr, wlrich • 
no one would willingly aflume. He a£ts 
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the Coward to the word Purpofes, in fool- 
ilhly fearing, cither what perhaps will riot 
be, or what he cannot prevent. For tho* 
it be much celebrated, as an Inftanceof 
Roman Bravery, to end Life and Misfor- 
tunes together; yet, furcly, true Magnani- 
mity confifls, not in this flying from Mis- 
fortunes, but in bravely enduring and fub- 
duing them. When Mens Circumftances 
are fo calamitous, th^t they can with Rea- 
/on look upon Death, ^9S on a Releafe from 
Torments; it is thep tlif ir Intereft, or their 
Fear, and not their Coiirage, that makes 
them court it ; and he only is truly brave vx 
fuch Circumftances, who refolves to bear up 
ag^inft them with Conftancy, and neither be 
terrified nor depreffed. — And in this there- 
fore the chriftian does moft eminently ex- 
cel the heathen Morality, in that it requires 
us to prefer the Crofs even to the Glories 
of the World, whenever our Duty (hall de- 
mand it ; and in that it commands us to 
bear up fteadily under Calamities, of what- 
ever kind, and to wait with Patience^ till 
Qur Change cometb. 

What has been faid, (hews the Weakneft 
pf 4 melancholy and dejei^ed Spirit, as it is 

a Want 
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a Want both of Rcafon and of Courage. 
And that fuch Sorrow is our Folly, as weQ 
as Tnfiraiity, will farther appear, if it berc- 
membered, that by indulging it we do not 
alleiriate our Mifcry, but increafe it. Every 
Refleiftion of this kind increafes Terror ; 
aii4 either by fanciful Aggravations of what 
wc fuffer, or by a real Suppreflion of our 
Sptrks, we both make the Evil greater than 
it i$, and render the Mind lefs able to /up* 
port it. — The melancholy and dejefted Man 
induftrioufly feeks his own Mifery. He 
takes a great deal of Pains to give every Cir- 
cumftance its word Turn, and will indulge 
bimfelf in no Refledtion, but that of hts 
being defolate and abandoned. He forgets 
at once the Good that he has, does, or may 
yet enjoy; he forgets the Goodnefs and 
Power of his God to deliver him ; and is ever 
mufing on the horrible Connexion between 
Guilt and Punifhment, without enlivening 
his Profpeft with the comfortable Confider- 
alion of the Divine Promifes, or the ElfH- 
cacy of Faith and Repentance. Not one 
Ray of Light is fufFered to break in ; not one 
Thought, and hardly the leaft Hope, of 
Eafe and Rcfrefhmcnt to prevail And there- 
fore 
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fore at every Inftant he but multiplies Sor- 
row, and incrcafes Guilt. 

^nd what a Complicatioh is there the* 
of Guilt, Folly, and Mifery, in this Charac- 
ter ? How foolifh is he to increafe the Mif- 
fortunes he complains of? how guilty, to 
diftruft his God, the Strength of his Confi- 
dence ? and how wretched, to live amidft the 
agonizing Terrors of a defpairing Mind ? 

And though this be moft eminently the 
Cafe, when the Caufe of fiich Melancholy 
)s, or is fuppofed to be, of a fpiritual Na* 
ture ; yet with regard to temporal Occa- 
sions alfo, it is properly, in fome Meafure, 
the fame. For what but Madnefs and Dif- 
tradion of Mind can drive wretched Mea 
to fuch Extremities, as are too frequentljf 
heard of 5 even to be their own Executi- 
oners, to ru(h adventuroufly and unthink- 
ingly into Eternity, and to attain an imagi- 
nary ending of their prcfent Troubles, 
which at the word: are comparatively fmall 
and (hort, in Defiance of unfpeakable and 
eternal Torments ? And^ therefore it highly 
behoves every one, whofe Affliflions lye 
hard upon him, to rouze himfcif, and cx- 
Crt a Chriftian Conflancy and Courage : It 

behoves 
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behoves him^ as he valaes his endleis Hap^ 
pine{s^ not to indulge the difcouraging Sug- 
geftions of an af9i£ted Spirit: It behoves 
him^ as a Man, to {hew^ that he has too 
much Reafon, to be led on blindly by his 
Paffions, and too much Bravery, to be 
brought into Subjection to his Pears and 
Apprehenfions : And as a Chriftian, it be- 
hoves him to have a fure Dependance upon 
his God, and to refolve to imitate the Cton- 
Aancy and Patience of his BlefJedRedeemer^ 
"Whowas made peffe^tbrwgb Sufferings."^ 
Which, if he would do, he has a certain 
and powerful Support within bis own 
Reach ; let him remember the Tears oj the 
Right Hand of The MojiHigbeJ. Which 
vjeads me to coniider the 

r 

11. Second Particular, which is, that the 
moft proper Means to overcome the Infir- 
toiity, and conquer the Folly, we have been 
fjpeaking of, is to refledt on the Divine Na- 
ture and Difpenfations, and to recollect the 
many ordinary and extraordinary Inflances 
of <5od*s Mercy, which have appeared,, and 
daily do appear, in the Courfe of His Pro- 
vidence. 

And 
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And this is a Review, fo very entertain- 
ing and fatisfadtory, thlt it is hard to ac- 
count for the Negledt of it. Efpecially in 
Cafes of Diftrefs, which more immediately 
require fuch a Recolledioh, it carries its 
own Motives and Engagements with it. To 
refledt on Godj istoreflefl: on an inexhauft- 
ible Fund of Mercy and Goodnefs j and to 
meditate on His Providence, is to confider 
the many Inftances He has (heWn of it to 
Mankind, from the Beginning of Time. In 
thefe Thoughts, every uneafy Reflexion 
may find its Lenitive, every Wound here 
meet with its Cure* What Difficulties are 
fo great, as that God cannot extricate us 
from them ? Or what Pains are fo intenfe, 
that He cannot remove them ? And as to 
His Will, what Deliverances has He not 
often wrought (I mean even in the ordi- 
nary Difpenfations of Hisi Providence) for 
His faithful Servants ? And what Deli- 
verances has He not promifed to work out 
for thofe who fubmit to His Will, or rely 
upon Him ? 

A pious RecoUeftion of what is paft 
would give Men a grateful Senfc of God's 

Cc Good- 
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Goodnefs, and a firm Confidence in His 
future Mercy. But the Misfortune is, that 
when Affli<ftions come, the Dejcdled are* 
often fo entirely taken up with the prcfeiA 
unhappy Moment, as to have no Regard 
either to the pad or future. Though it & 
both their Duty and their Intereft to con- 
fider both, and to fet the endearing Rtf»- 
membrance of the one, againft the difcoti^ 
raging Profpedl of the other.— For, I be** 
lieve, it would be very difitcult to find a 
Man focompleatly wretched, but that, npoti 
a ferious Review of his paft Life, he will 
acknowledge, that he has received many fig- 
nal Mercies. And if this be the Cafe, why 
flioiild he now think himfelf abandotifed, 
unlefs he abandons himfelf? Why fhbuld 
he feem to ihiagine, that The Almighty'^ 
Hand is Jhortenedy that , it cannot fave t 
Would he, with the Pfalmift, remember the 
Works of The Lord^ and be talking of His 
[ Doings ; thefe would give him a very differ- 
ent View of things, and furaiffi a Rettiedy 
for every Weaknefs and Folly in which his 
Dejedtion may involve and plunge him. 
They would convince him, in wha:t very 

falfe 
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falfe Lights his PafGons difguife his Cir- 
cumftances, and diredt him how to form a 
right Judgment of them. They would 
give him a Bravery and Conftancy, not ta 
be overcome by the moft prefling Calami- 
ties, and would afford him a Tafte of the 
enlivening Comforts of a Dependance on 
His God. Again, 

To refled on The Supreme Being is the 
proper Means to cure us of our unreafon- 
able Apprehenfions ; becaufe it refers to 
Him, Who cannot rejoice in our Afflidions. 
It were Blafphemy to imagine, that He,. 
Who is Goodnefs and Compaffion Itfelf, can. 
delight in the Mifery of His Creatures i and 
we know His End in exercifing Judgment 
is their Reformation and Happinefe. We ' 
know, that our fincere, though late Repent- 
ance, will not be rejedcd, and that all,, 
who faithfully come unto Him, will be gra- 
cioufly received. And this ought to remove 
all Diftruft and Melancholy, and plainly 
leads to a firm Hope and Dependance upon 
Him. It naturally tends to infpirit Men 
with the Refolutions and Confidence of the 
Pfalmift, and teaches them to fly to The 
Cc 2 Almighty 
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Almighty for Refuge in the Day of Trou- 
ble, and to reft affured, that under His 
Wings they (hall be fafe, untU the prefent 
Difficulties are nerpa/i. 

And thefe Refled^iona are the be<l Ways 
of raifing our Spirits, and animating us with 
true and lading Fortitude i becaufe they re-? 
fer us to Him, Who both can, and, if wc 
rely upon Him, will fo fupport us, 9s ftiall 
turn mod to Qur Happinels', on the v^^hole 
Account. Indances have been ofteo fee(i 
of fuch, as have exerted thcnifelves beyond 
their Strength, and furmounted DifficuldeSj, 
^hich they could not otherwife have drug- 
^led with, thrpugh a Confidence, that they 
fliould be adided by invifible Powers. Such 
a Confidence naturally fpurs to A£Hon, and 
abhors the Reproach of being wanting to 
ourfelves, when we know, that, uplefs we 
are.fo, we ftiall copquer. For, is any thing 
too bard for ^be Almighty ? AffuredJy, in 
due Time, He will bring Deliverance and 
Salvation to His Servants, and in the mean 
while drengthen and enable them to under- 
go their Hardftiips. And great therefore; 
ihould be their Courage and Firmnefe of 
^' ' Mind. 
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)\(iind,who know, that their own Folly (hall 
be rcdlified by His Wifdom, and their 
y/eaknefe by His Power. 

Laftly, Gonfidcrations on the Tears of the 
Eight Hand of the Moji Higheft would 
convince the Afflidled of the Folly of giv- 
ing way tp Grief, by cKperimental Proofe 
pi the Gpmforts they bring with them. 
Gleams of Light cannot but break in upon 
us, as oft as Infinite Goodnefs is the Sub- 
jefl: of our Meditation^. A firm Faith irx 
fiich a Being muft be always attended with 
Joy and Satisfadlion to a dependent Crea- 
ture, even in the midft of his Profperity. 
Then it will be necefl&ry to afliire him of 
the Continuance, if not of the Increafe of 
his Happinefs. But in Afflidion, Men will 
find fure Refuge andConfolation here, when 
all other Reliefs have fbrfaken them. For 
a while at Icaft, they will be taught to for- 
get their Misfortunes; and look through 
them, with Hopes full of bnmortality. 

The Moments fpent iA recoUedling God's 
Mercies, the mofl delightful Subjed which 
can employ the Heart, will be fo much 
Time taken off from Sorrow and Lamen- 

tation; 
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Rations and will open fucb a Scene of 
Tranfport, as will be both pkafing and a- 
ftoni(hing, and force us to hope, even tho^ 
atgalnfl; Hope. For this will difcover to us 
a very probable Connedtion betw^n paft 
and fixture^ Comforts ; it will teach him tq 
infer, that He, Who from Inherent Good- 
nefs only has been gracious, will be gracious 
^ill, and that He, Who has been thus zner-t 
ciful, will yet (hew Wfcrcy. 

We might purfue this Chain of think** 
ing ; and apply it to every particular Folly 
Of Weaknefs, that overmuch Sorrow can ia 
any Qrcumftances occaiion ; and fliew, that 
$he Contemplatio^i of The Divine Nature 
and Providence is moft proper to en^k^ 
and refre(h the Mind on every melancho^ 
Occafi6n« — But the Time would &il me tp 
be thus particular ; and I muft therefore 
leave the fleafiag SubjeA to every one^a 
privatp Meditations, who, whether in Dif* 
treifes or not, have any Mind to judge aright; 
of Things, and trujjr to enjoy themfelves. 

And I ihall therefore conclude widi thai 
ftrong and lively Reprefentation of God*& 
Goodnefs to His Servants, which He Him- 

fclf 
4 
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felf gives us by His Prophet Ifaiab^ in thefe 
moft comprehenfive, moft enlivening, and 
moft pathetic Terms : Can a Woman forget 
her fucking Child y that fhe fhould not have 
Compafjion m the Son of her Womb ? Yea^ 
jthey may forget : yet will I not forget Hee. 



FINIS. 
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f^ 84* line i8. for all read mojl of. 

20%. 16. for thife read our Imquhicsi 

232. 1 2. for or read of. 

256* 17. for ffvriV read /^/^i 

a6l. 22. for A^/n read a/mq/t. 

278. >• dele /i&tf/. 

296. 21* read iSflrjr/ji^ ^ oftiamb. 

300* 2. for Co/!?! read Gz/ir. 

323. 8. read Comer jattwt. Jeftu Chrijt 7lg^ 

381* 7* fortbis resid thus. 
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